
Moderator—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819); Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Karen Peters (604-264-1753); 
Pastoral Concerns—Herb Reesor (604-224-5245), Sue Dudoward (604-876-4114) 
Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Music—Eric Hannan (604-325-5065) 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 
web site:   www.pgimf.org     E-mail:   pgimf@pgimf.org 

 
February 2, 2003 

 
Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service is led by Herb Reesor, J. Evan 
Kreider will be leading us in song and Cynthia Friesen will be accompanying on the piano. Later we will hear 
from Sue Dudoward, who will continue our series on Acts by speaking on Acts 4:32 - 5:11; “Some believers 
share, some don't”.  Communion will be served.  Angela Ekkert and Mark Northey are in charge of children’s 
church, and Krista Voth and Ken Friesen will be with the toddlers.   
 
Last Sunday:  Last Sunday, Christina Lui (a resident of The Menno Simons Centre and a graduate student at 
Regent College) gave her maiden sermon, speaking on the theme of transformation as found in the story in 
Acts 4.  In the previous week's story (Acts 3), Peter healed the lame beggar at the temple gates, causing a 
sensation which rippled right into the temple itself.  Consequently, in Acts 4, Peter and John were brought 
before the authorities, in part because Peter was preaching the resurrection, something the Sadducees did not 
believe was possible.  In his defense, Peter brazenly accused the council of orchestrating Jesus's crucifixion, 
and then told them they were utterly wrong about Jesus because none other than God had just raised Jesus 
from the dead. Although threatened by the authorities, who were fully capable of engineering imprisonment 
and worse, Peter shrugged off the threats and continuing his arguing.  Christina noted the role of 
transformation in this story. Through the power of God's Spirit, two uncertain and definitely unschooled 
fishermen were transformed into recklessly bold and persuasive debaters of theology.  God's Spirit 
transformed a lame beggar into a healthy man, from a beggar to be avoided into someone whose sudden state 
of wholeness confounded even the Sadducees and became the hottest topic of conversation and speculation.  
Are we open to being transformed?  Are we open to being witnesses?  One member commented that we are 
all called to testify to our faith, and, if absolutely necessary, to use words.  [JEK] 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.  
 
As Krista recovers from her illness, Janice reminds us that the family could use our support in the form of 
meals.  Please call Janice or Krista herself if you can help, to find out what they need. 
 
Sue Dudoward encourages everyone to consider attending the Alpha program she is engaged in, currently 
being held at Dunbar Heights United Church every Friday evening.  It begins with a meal, there is no charge, 
and it is an excellent forum to ask the questions you have never thought to ask about your faith. 
 
Upcoming speakers 
 
February 9 Henry Klippenstein  Acts 5:12 - 6:7 Believers heal; persecution and election 
February 16 Steve Thiessen   Acts 6:8 - 7:60 Stephen 
February 23 Rosie Perera   Soul Food: The Metaphysical Poetry of George Herbert 
March 2 George and Victoria Hobson Acts 9  
 
Prayer requests: [ask for details - confidential]. 
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The Wider Church 
 
From MBMS International:  THE CHURCH IN CHINA. Warren Harder is an MBMS International 
missionary in China. Today as you pray for Warren, pray for wisdom to answer questions that still arise about 
Christmas and Jesus. Pray for a fresh outpouring of God’s Spirit on Christians and the church in China. 
 
MBMS gives notice of its upcoming annual Celebration Banquets for CPED (Church 
Partnership Evangelism-Discipleship) March 7 at Culloden MB Church, Vancouver, and March 8 at Garden 
Park Towers, Abbotsford.  For tickets, call Betty Loeppky, MBMSI Abbotsford at 604-859-6267  Toll Free:  
1-888-866-6267. 
 
Regent College presents a seminar on Christianity in the Workplace on February 8, 9:00 am–4:30 pm 
Theme: Workplace Integrity: The Ethical Life 9-5 (and later on) Topics & Speakers: on the website.  Tickets 
from the bookstore at 5800 University Blvd. - Vancouver, B.C. - Canada  V6T 2E4  Phone: (604) 224-3245 
 
In this time of threatened war, Mennonite Church Canada would like to remind you there are several 
resources for peace available on the MCC website at http://www.mcc.org/canada/peace.   
 
The Thomas Merton Society of Canada presents an evening with Rudy Wiebe on Thursday, February 13th at 
7:00 pm at Canadian Memorial United Church, 1806 W. 15th Avenue at Burrard.  The author will read works 
that will focus on peace (particularly the current crisis over Iraq), a question and answer period and book-
signing.  $15.00 (adults); $12.00 (students/seniors).  Advance tickets from Vine & Fig Tree Books, 4109 
MacDonald Street in Vancouver or the Thomas Merton Society of Canada ([e-mail available upon request]) 
or 604-669-2546, Ext. 2.  Rudy Wiebe, published internationally and winner of two Governor General 
Awards, is the author of nine novels, four short-story collections, three books of essays and "Stolen Life:  The 
Journey of a Cree Woman," which he co-authored with Yvonne Johnson.  Rudy Wiebe is an Officer of the 
Order of Canada and lives in Edmonton. 
 
MB Conference News   Ike Bergen, BC Conference Minister, has announced that he will be retiring from 
this position effective at the end of September, 2003.  Ike, together with his wife Shirley, have served the BC 
Conference in this position since August, 1994, and  have been encouragers and mentors to our pastors.  We 
invite you to be in prayer for Ike and Shirley as they make this transition to the next phase of their life and 
ministry. Pray also for the Executive Committee as they are in process of establishing a Search Committee to 
find the person that God will call to serve our Conference. 
 
Columbia Bible College seeks a person for the position of Executive Assistant in Student Life.  For more 
infomration about the position, see the CBC Web Site at www.columbiabc.edu/employment/ea-sl.htm or 
send application and resume with references to George Schmidt, Dean of Students: [e-mail available upon 
request]. 
 
The MCC Refugee Food Bank at Sherbrooke Mennonite Church is planning another "ONE DAY SALE" on 
Saturday, February 22nd, from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm in the basement of Sherbrooke (entrance from the small 
side parking area) 7155 Sherbrooke Street  Ph. 604-327-3913.    Come and see what we have, and anything 
that you like is yours for a donation to the Food Bank.  The merchandise comes from the donations given to 
us from "Linens & Things".  For any further information please call the church or contact  Mika Toews - 604-
535-3014  Annelise Wiebe - 604-515-2811 or Selma Heinrichs - 604-324-4674 
 
UBC Lectures   The Canadian and Christian Scientific Association presents George Ellis, Professor of 
Applied Mathematics, University of Capetown lecturing on 'Modern Science, the Nature of Existence, and the 
Grounds for Morality’ on Wednesday February 5 - 4:00 pm - Woodward IRC #4.   For further information, 
contact Phil Hill at 604 822 3112 or [e-mail available upon request]  or Darren Brouwer at 604 822-2293 or  
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[e-mail available upon request].  The UBC Graduate and Faculty Christian forum was founded in 1988 by a  
group of University faculty and graduate students seeking to explore the dialogue between religious faith and 
academic scholarship.  The UBC Graduate and Faculty Christan Forum organizes a series of monthly lectures  
during the academic year which are open to all graduate students and faculty and cover a broad range of 
topics and disciplines. 
    
Peace rally February 15.  Details to follow. 
 

Acts 4: 32 - 5:11 
 
 The Believers Share Their Possessions  
 
32All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but 
they shared everything they had. 33With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 34There were no needy persons among them. For from time to 
time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35and put it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.  
36Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), 
37sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet. 
 

Ananias and Sapphira  
 

5Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2With his wife’s 
full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet.  
3Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit 
and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4Didn’t it belong to you before it 
was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a 
thing? You have not lied to men but to God."  
5When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 
6Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.  
7About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this 
the price you and Ananias got for the land?"  
"Yes," she said, "that is the price."  
9Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried 
your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also."  
10At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, 
carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard 
about these events.  
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Reading 
 
Glory and strength to Christ, Who loves us, 
Who blood washed our sins from our lives, 
Who made us a Kingdom, Priests for His Father, 
Forever--and yes, He’s on His way! 
Riding the clouds, He’ll be seen by every eye, 
Those who mocked and killed Him will see Him, 
People from all nations and all times 
Will tear their clothes in lament. 
Oh, Yes. 
 
Holy, holy, holy is God our Master, Sovereign - 
Strong, 
The Was, The Is, The Coming. 
 
Worthy, Oh Master!  Yes, our God! 
Take the glory! the honor! the power! 
You created it all; 
It was created because You wanted it. 
 
Worthy!  Take the scroll, open its seals. 
Slain! Paying in blood, you bought men and 
women, 
Bought them back from all over the earth, 
Bought them back for God. 
Then you made them a Kingdom, Priests for our 
God, 
Priest-kings to rule over the earth. 
 
 

The slain Lamb is worthy! 
Take the power, the wealth, the wisdom, the 
strength! 
Take the honor, the glory, the blessing! 
 
To the One on the Throne! To the Lamb! 
The blessing, the honor, the glory, the strength, 
For after age after age. 
 
Salvation to our God on His Throne! 
Salvation to the Lamb! 
 
Oh, Yes! 
The blessing and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving, 
The honor and power and strength, 
To our God forever and ever and ever! 
Oh, Yes! 
 
Mighty your acts and marvelous, 
Oh God, the Sovereign-Strong! 
Righteous your ways and true, 
King of the nations! 
Who can fail to fear you, God, 
Give glory to your Name? 
Because you and you only are holy, 
All nations will come and worship you, 
Because they see your judgments are right. 

 
Selected passages from Revelation, 

The Message, Eugene Peterson. 
Copyright (c) 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000. 
Used by permission of NavPress Publishing 

Group. All rights reserved. 


