
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Accommodation request
Paul Thiesson’s son Wyndham (L'Arche -
Saskatoon) asks for accommodation for a
former L’Arche assistant (Vlad Savadskyi) and
his father who will undergo cancer treatment
for three months. The duo emigrated from the
Ukraine 15 years ago. If anyone knows of
suitable accommodation - one bedroom,
kitchen and bathroom - please let Paul know at
(E-mail available from webmaster)

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

February 2nd, 2014
J Evan Kreider: Ritual vs Service

Worship leader: Travis Martin Song Leader: Catherine Cooper
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday    Tony Tremblett examined discouragement in our lives, particularly when we remember
how things used to be.  Tony said this is true for our church lives too.  Some of us, who have
journeyed with God for quite a while, remember times of extreme closeness, when the call to follow
was strong.  Perhaps this call has faded somewhat in our congregations in recent years, with declining
and aging attendance, mission changes, confusion over interpretation and a simple wearing-out of
our conviction.  Haggai’s prophetic words to the people of Jerusalem who were similarly discouraged
at the process of rebuilding the temple after the return from exile were not ordinary.  The returned
exiles remembered the majesty of the First Temple with its gold and precious materials, and saw that
their effort to rebuild was but a poor copy.  Haggai galvanized them back to action and reminded
them that they were not called to build a magnificent temple, but one suitable to their circumstances
in life.  Tony reminded us that this is our lot too. 
Haggai calls us to tell the truth as we see it, so that
we can see what ought to be, and can then step into
the gap and work for God, for His work is still done
even in reduced circumstances.  Though the people
Haggai called were dissatisfied with their temple, it
was sufficient for Jesus to worship in, teach in and
clear of moneychangers.  Let us hear Haggai’s call
(O take courage, all you people of the land; work for
I am with you”), come closer to God and feel his
strength with you as you do his work. [AP]

PGIMF News
February 9th Janice Kreider Lectionary Texts
February 16th Dr. Cheryl Pauls TBA
February 23rd Gareth Brandt The Journey of Healing - Poetic Reflections
March 2nd TBA

L  Our Treasurer (Susie Funk ) informs us that donation receipts will be in your mailboxes today. 

Wider Church
Mennonite Church BC   LEAD Conference and Annual Sessions.  Come discover theological and
missional implications of creation care with Rick Faw, education director at A Rocha.  Friday Feb 21,
from 1-5 pm at Eden Mennonite Church, 46551 Chilliwack Central Rd. Return for the annual sessions
and business meeting on Saturday morning and be a delegate! Please register with Andre by
February 12th 

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


MCC   Core Program Funding Needed.   Donors' overwhelming, generous response of over $427,000
in donations to MCC BC for Typhoon Haiyan relief has resulted in a shortfall in funding of several
hundred thousand for our regular, budgeted, ongoing programs.  Disaster relief is programmed and
spent over and above regular program budgeting. When you make a gift to MCC and designate your
gift "Where Needed Most," it allows us to direct funds to our budgeted, ongoing programs, which
take place in 63 countries around the world, with 476 partners on 684 projects, affecting the lives of
6,574,000 people. Please consider a gift to MCC designated, "Where Needed Most." 

Regent College invites you to a free lecture entitled Dying with Dignity? Negotiating the Moral
Debate on Assisted Suicide.  Why make people suffer for no reason, when there is an alternative? In
this lecture, Dr. Jeffrey P. Greenman (Academic Dean, Associate Professor of Theology and Ethics at
Regent College) will explore the most important reasons given for and against assisted suicide,
looking at the current debates from the standpoint of historic Christian convictions about suffering,
death, and human dignity.  Wednesday, Feb 5 at 4:00pm - 5:30 pm at Woodward (IRC) Room 6 at
UBC.

MCC Winter Banquet fundraisers    MCC invites you to join them for the annual Winter Banquets to
help fundraise for the MCC Festival of World Relief in September. Dan Unrau (MCC Church Relations)
will be sharing stories from the MCC Learning Tour to Ethiopia and Uganda, and each night will
feature performances from special musical guests. 
• Feb. 7 - Bakerview MB Church, Abbotsford, music from Calvin Dyck and others
• Feb. 15 - Fraserview MB Church, Richmond, with music from the Heritage Quartet
Banquets begin at 6:30 p.m. (doors at 5:30). Tickets are $20 and are available from the host church,
some local churches, and the MCC BC office at 604-850-6639

Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) 

1 Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice
like a trumpet! Announce to my people their
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.  2 Yet
day after day they seek me and delight to know
my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance
of their God; they ask of me righteous
judgments, they delight to draw near to God.  3

"Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why
humble ourselves, but you do not notice?" Look,
you serve your own interest on your fast day, and
oppress all your workers.  4 Look, you fast only to
quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked
fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make
your voice heard on high.  5 Is such the fast that I
choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow
down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in
sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a
day acceptable to the LORD?

6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the
bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break
every yoke?  7 Is it not to share your bread with

the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into
your house; when you see the naked, to cover
them, and not to hide yourself from your own
kin?  8 Then your light shall break forth like the
dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of
the LORD shall be your rear guard.  9a Then you
shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry
for help, and he will say, Here I am.  9b If you
remove the yoke from among you, the pointing
of the finger, the speaking of evil,

10 if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy
the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall
rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the
noonday.  11 The LORD will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places, and
make your bones strong; and you shall be like a
watered garden, like a spring of water, whose
waters never fail.  12 Your ancient ruins shall be
rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of
many generations; you shall be called the
repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to
live in.   [NRSV]

https://donate.mcc.org/christmas-giving/video


Psalm 112:1-9 (10) 

1 Praise the LORD! Happy are those who fear the
   LORD, who greatly delight in his
commandments.
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the
   generation of the upright will be blessed.
3 Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their
   righteousness endures forever.
4 They rise in the darkness as a light for the
upright;
   they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
5 It is well with those who deal generously and
lend,
   who conduct their affairs with justice.
6 For the righteous will never be moved; they will
be
   remembered forever.

7 They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts
are
   firm, secure in the LORD.
8 Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid;
in the
   end they will look in triumph on their foes.
9 They have distributed freely, they have given to
the
   poor; their righteousness endures forever; their
horn
   is exalted in honor.
10 The wicked see it and are angry; they gnash
their
   teeth and melt away; the desire of the wicked
comes
   to nothing.    [NRSV]

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) 

1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did
not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you
in lofty words or wisdom.  2 For I decided to
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ,
and him crucified.  3 And I came to you in
weakness and in fear and in much trembling.  4

My speech and my proclamation were not with
plausible words of wisdom, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  5 so
that your faith might rest not on human wisdom
but on the power of God.

6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom,
though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the
rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish.  7

But we speak God's wisdom, secret and hidden,
which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 
8 None of the rulers of this age understood this;
for if they had, they would not have crucified the
Lord of glory.  9 But, as it is written, "What no eye
has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart
conceived, what God has prepared for those who
love him"10 these things God has revealed to us

through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God.  11 For what
human being knows what is truly human except
the human spirit that is within? So also no one
comprehends what is truly God's except the
Spirit of God.  12 Now we have received not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God,
so that we may understand the gifts bestowed
on us by God.  13 And we speak of these things in
words not taught by human wisdom but taught
by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those
who are spiritual.

14 Those who are unspiritual do not receive the
gifts of God's Spirit, for they are foolishness to
them, and they are unable to understand them
because they are spiritually discerned.  15 Those
who are spiritual discern all things, and they are
themselves subject to no one else's scrutiny.  16

"For who has known the mind of the Lord so as
to instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ.  
[NRSV]



Matthew 5:13-20

13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has
lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It
is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out
and trampled under foot.

14 "You are the light of the world. A city built on a
hill cannot be hid.  15 No one after lighting a
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
16 In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.

17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the

law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish
but to fulfill.  18 For truly I tell you, until heaven
and earth pass away, not one letter, not one
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished.  19 Therefore, whoever breaks one
of the least of these commandments, and
teaches others to do the same, will be called
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever
does them and teaches them will be called great
in the kingdom of heaven.  20 For I tell you, unless
your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven."    [NRSV]

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: If the human body, body of blood and muscle, is to live, it
needs salt.

All: If the body of Christ, body of peace and justice, is to live,
it needs us! 

Leader: If the earthly creation, bustling and blooming, is to flourish,
it needs the sun’s light.

All: If the new creation we are in Christ, is to flourish, it
needs the Spirit’s light.

Leader: Jesus says we are salt of the earth, light of the world.

All: Our faith, our love, our hope—essential as salt and light.

Leader: But if salt isn’t salty?

All: It isn’t what it is meant to be.

Leader: Jesus says we are salt of the earth, light of the world.

All: Shiny and bright, we are God’s faithful people. We shall
be who we are meant to be in Christ: a welcoming oasis,
a compassionate community, a justice-making people,
giving glory to God! 


