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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today we will be led in worship by Rosie Perera, in song

by Andrea Siemens, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and your usher will be Erika Hannan.  Later we will

hear from Janice Kreider, who will be speaking from Matthew 17:1-9.    Parents are requested to make their own

arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during

the service.  Everyone is welcome to join us in the dining room after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday  On January 27, 2008, Janet Boldt spoke on the general theme of “Suffering and Worship”.  Even

though suffering is common for Christians in Africa, this Sunday they are focusing on worship through

serving—health, orphanages, food, unemployment, depleted land, refugees.  “The people walking in darkness

have seen a great light” (Isaiah 9) refers to people changing their point of view.  We tend to think that suffering,

death and dying are unacceptable themes unless fictionalized in literature and movies.  Even though we know of

suffering everywhere, we have no tears.  Instead, we often feel numbness and helplessness.  This means that we,

like the people mentioned by Isaiah, need to change our point of view.  North Americans are terrified of

terrorists, shootings in public places, and unwanted immigrants, so we live in gated communities and create walls

of fear as we seek security.  Yet our fellow Christians in Africa—who have more to fear than we—call us to

worship, not fear, to change our point of view, to repent and believe.  The lectionary gospel reading from

Matthew 4 told of the temptations Jesus faced in the wilderness.  For each temptation (fear of suffering hunger,

loss of face, loss of power or control), Jesus rejected the obvious ‘earthly’ solution.  Her refused to take shortcuts

which would help him to bypass his life of ministry and service, or bypass the suffering of others and his own

suffering.  [JEK]

Lenten Ecumenical Service   Come celebrate the Lenten season with our neighbouring Point Grey churches. 

We begin February 6 at 7:00 pm with an Ash Wednesday service, served at St Helen’s Anglican Church (4595

West 8th Ave.).  On each succeeding Wednesday during the Lenten season, a prayer vigil will be held at noon at

each of the neighbourhood churches in succession for about 20 minutes (schedule following).  Everyone from all

six churches in West Point Grey is invited to participate.  Please support our neighbours in our WPG community!

Schedule:

Feb 13 - WPG Presbyterian (12th & Trimble) Mar 5 - WPG Baptist (11th & Sasamat)

Feb 20 - WPG United (8th & Tolmie) Mar 12 - St Helen’s Anglican (8th & Trimble)

Feb 27 - Our Lady of Perpetual Help (10th & Crown)

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers

February 10 Rosie Perera The Lord’s Supper - Lent I

February 17 Daniel Ray Lent II

February 24 Daniel Ray Lent III

March 2 Henry Neufeld

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your

thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response

time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the

time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Remembering those who suffer from poor heatlh, but neveretheless, are with us in our hearts:

(Available on request from webmaster)

The Wider Church

MBMSI   TEAM PORTUGAL. Otto and Marjorie Ekk are MBMS International missionaries in Portugal. Pray

for their national team members: Marcos & Márcia Soares from Brazil, working with the Ekks; Walter & Nadya

Klause, leading the Russian congregations; Mente & Teresa Marques, giving leadership to the African based

church; and Joe & Paula Arrias, committed to the church plant in Massamá.

MCC   February 20th 7 pm: Donald Kraybill, author of Amish Grace: How Forgiveness Transcended Tragedy,

will be speaking at Fraserview MB Church (11295 Mellis Drive, Richmond.) For more information contact Jon

Nofziger at 1 888 622 6337 or peace@mccbc.com 

MC-BC Annual Delegate Sessions coming up February 22-23 at Peace Mennonite Church.  PGIMF is entitled

to three delegates, and you are encouraged to submit your names to Don if you wish to attend.  Register please

with Don or Andre - registrations due by Feb 12th.   Friday afternoon’s session features Don Kraybill, author of

Amish Grace; Telling the Story - the Nickel Mine Tragedy leading a seminar on forgiveness. Stay for supper at

Peace Mennonite at 5:30 pm..  Everyone, not just church leadership, is invited to our LEAD Conference.  On

Saturday, the Annual Delegate Session begins with coffee, worship,, business sessions, and lunch beginning at

8:30 am.  We anticipate welcoming additional churches into membership with MCBC.

The Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents Letters from Stalin's Gulag, a documentary and book launch

with Ruth Derksen Siemens. The book featured Remember Us: Letters from Stalin's Gulag (1930-37) by Ruth

Derksen Siemens. Saturday, February 23rd at the Bakerview MB Church, Abbotsford at 7:00 p.m. Admission is

free. Light refreshments will be served.

Thomas Merton and Asceticism -  Join Thomas Merton scholar Ross Labrie, Professor Emeritus, Dept. Of

English at UBC as he considers the traditional and innovative elements in Merton's ideas about asceticism. He

will explore the struggle to recover self-integrity within a culture in which materialism and fragmentation have

taken their toll. Wed. Feb. 13, at 7:30 pm at Vancouver Public Library - Central Branch, 240 W. Georgia St.  Free

admission.

Have courage

for the great sorrow

And patience for the small ones.

And when you have laboriously accomplished

your daily tasks,

Go to sleep in peace.

God is awake.

                                            (Unknown)
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Matthew 17:1-9

1Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James

and his brother John and led them up a high mountain,

by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them,

and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became

dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them

Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to

Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I

will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for

Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 5While he was still

speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them,

and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the

Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’
6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground

and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and

touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not be afraid.’
8And when they looked up, they saw no one except

Jesus himself alone.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus

ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision until after

the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’

         [NRSV]

Exodus 24:12-18

12 The Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the

mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the

tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment,

which I have written for their instruction.’ 13So Moses

set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up

into the mountain of God. 14To the elders he had said,

‘Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for

Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute

may go to them.’

15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud

covered the mountain. 16The glory of the Lord settled

on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days;

on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud.
17Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like

a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight

of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and

went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain

for forty days and forty nights.     [NRSV]

2Peter 1:16-21 

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when

we made known to you the power and coming of our

Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his

majesty. 17For he received honour and glory from God

the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the

Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, my Beloved,

with whom I am well pleased.’ 18We ourselves heard

this voice come from heaven, while we were with him

on the holy mountain.

19 So we have the prophetic message more fully

confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to

a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and

the morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you

must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a

matter of one’s own interpretation, 21because no

prophecy ever came by human will, but men and

women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

[NRSV]
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Psalm 99

1The Lord is king; let the peoples tremble!

   He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth

quake!
2The Lord is great in Zion;

   he is exalted over all the peoples.
3Let them praise your great and awesome name.

   Holy is he!
4Mighty King, lover of justice,

   you have established equity;

you have executed justice

   and righteousness in Jacob.
5Extol the Lord our God;

   worship at his footstool.

   Holy is he!

6Moses and Aaron were among his priests,

   Samuel also was among those who called on his

name.

   They cried to the Lord, and he answered them.
7He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud;

   they kept his decrees,

   and the statutes that he gave them.

8O Lord our God, you answered them;

   you were a forgiving God to them,

   but an avenger of their wrongdoings.
9Extol the Lord our God,

   and worship at his holy mountain;

   for the Lord our God is holy.     [NRSV]


