
Website of the day
 Visit the website of former PGIMF-er Rick
Cornelsen, now living in Winnipeg and
turning out fine cabinetry - forever. 
http://www.thevillagecasketmaker.com/ 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org        E-mail: info@pgimf.org

February 3rd, 2013

Speaker:    Jenna Veenbass
The Woman at the Well

Worship leader: Andre Pekovich Song Leader: Lisa-Dawn Kilthau
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Edward Epp

Please join us after the service in the lounge for coffee and fellowship

Last Sunday   Last Sunday, Michael Thomas (Menno resident and Regent graduate student)
spoke on the Lectionary's stories about people hearing 'the word of God' and how they
responded.  In the early centuries of the Jewish monarchy, the Torah was consistently granted
pride of place among all the other writings which would eventually comprise our Old
Testament.  But as time passed, the concerns of the Torah would be eclipsed by those
expressed in the Psalms and by prophets.  With the advent of St Paul's writings, followed
several decades later by the compilations of the Gospel stories, the importance of Torah
declined still farther.  Today, we are hard-pressed even to suffer through a reading of much of
the Torah--its language, practices, assumptions and decrees now seem to have no application
to our philosophy of life, and although we pay lip service to the Torah, we seldom know how
its ideas should apply to our lives.  By contrast, the story in Nehemiah 8 tells of a people
hearing the Torah read aloud for the first time and being thrilled and enthralled as the words
were relayed to them.  Another story, that in Luke 4.14-, tells of Jesus returning home and
reading the assigned text from Isaiah.  That particular discussion time went so badly that the
congregation decided to kill the speaker (ah, the good ol' days).  St Augustine once
distinguished between "the Book of Scripture [revelation]" and "the Book of Nature [logic, later
science]".  Psalm 19, in another of our Lectionary readings, presents poetry which seeks to
reconcile the Book of Scripture with the Book of Nature.  The initial verses claim that all of
nature declares the glories of God, and the next set of verses review the importance of explicit
laws and precepts found in Scripture.  We need to learn to view Torah--and all of Scripture--as
an ongoing living tradition rather than as the sole
well from which the water of life can be retrieved. 
To Jesus's countrymen, this notion was worthy of
death, but Jesus nevertheless persisted in finding
new ways to apply the most general principles of
Torah and the prophets to modern life, as did St
Paul . . . as must we.  [JEK] 

PGIMF News
February 10th Thomas  Bergen Slavery of Death
February 17th J. Evan Kreider Lent I
February 24th Karl Brown
March 3rd Laura Ericsson Lectionary texts

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.tenthousandvillages.com/
http://www.thevillagecasketmaker.com/
http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


The Friday group will meet this coming Friday  (February 8) at 10:00 a.m. to continue our
discussion, this week on biblical support for  "Christian Support for State Sanctioned Violence."
All are welcome; at First Mennonite's education building.

The Wider Church

An Invitation   CMU Presidient (and former Menno resident) Dr. Cheryl Pauls returns to
Vancouver for a morning presentation at Langley Mennonite Fellowship.  As Cheryl says “It's
been a long time since I moved from Vancouver ... yet, I continue to feel close to the church in
spirit.”.  On Sunday March 10th we are invited to join her for The Story of Hagar, a multi-media
worship service which tells Hagar’s story through contemporary and historic relationships.  It
will be an inter-religious worship - as if the sanctuary’s windows were open, you may hear the
sounds of other faith traditions wafting in through the walls while other traditions in turn hear
ours. More than a worship service, it is also intended to spark conversations.  Henry Krause,
pastor of Langley Mennonite Fellowship, has invited all who wish to join LMF in worship for
that morning will be especially welcome. The service begins at 11am.  

Vancouver Cantata Singers   You are invited to join the Cantata Singers at a new and vibrant
space - the West Atrium of the Life Sciences Institute at UBC.  This concert features Brahms’ A
German Requiem, To Words of the Holy Scriptures, Op. 45 with special guests Jacob Bogaart
and Kenneth Broadway.  Tickets $30 ($25 S/S) from Brown Paper Tickets directly on the
Cantata Singers website. 

Psalm 63

A Psalm of David, when he was in the Wilderness of Judah.
1 O God, you are my God, I seek you,
   my soul thirsts for you;
my flesh faints for you,
   as in a dry and weary land where there is no
water.
2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,
   beholding your power and glory.

3 Because your steadfast love is better than
life,
   my lips will praise you.
4 So I will bless you as long as I live;
   I will lift up my hands and call on your
name. [NRSV]

Isaiah 61:1-3:

1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
   because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the
oppressed,
   to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
   and release to the prisoners;
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,

   and the day of vengeance of our God;
   to comfort all who mourn;
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
   to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.

[NRSV]



Isaiah 55:1-5

1Ho, everyone who thirsts,
   come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
   come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
   without money and without price.
2 Why do you spend your money for that
which is not bread,
   and your labour for that which does not
satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
   and delight yourselves in rich food.
3 Incline your ear, and come to me;

   listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
   my steadfast, sure love for David.
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
   a leader and commander for the peoples.
5 See, you shall call nations that you do not
know,
   and nations that do not know you shall run
to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One
of Israel,
   for he has glorified you.     [NRSV]

Call to Worship

Leader: I will light a light, in the name of the Maker, who lit the world, and
breathed the breath of life for me.

(1st candle is lit)   
All: God, breathe the breath of life for us

Leader: I will light a light in the name of the Son, who saved the world and
stretched out his hand to me.

(2nd candle is lit)
All: Jesus, stretch out your hand to us

Leader: I will light a light in the name of the Spirit, who encompasses the world
and blesses my soul with yearning for You.

(3rd candle is lit)
All: Holy Spirit, bless my soul with yearning.

We will light three lights for the Trinity of Love: 
God above us, God beside us, God beneath us;
The Beginning, The End, The Everlasting One,
Amen.


