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Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Don
Teichroeb, Paul Thiessen will lead us in song, Kathryn Schmidt will be accompanying on the piano and Edward
Epp is your usher.  Later we will hear from Jackie Bolen whose sermon will be entitled “The Emptied Christ”
building on Phillippians 2:1-11.  Children are welcome to join the primaries in the nursery or our teachers in the
Sunday School classes as they are available. Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the
lounge.

Last Sunday  On January 29, 2006, Dr. John Neufeld (former pastor of First Mennonite Church in Winnipeg and
President of CMBC) spoke on difficulties we encounter when attempting to understand the Bible. John reminded
us that the Church predated the New Testament (even predated house groups informally circulating Paul's letters)
and Judaism predated the earliest manuscripts for any of the books now included in the Old Testament. For
considerable periods of time, believers had to keep their faith alive in the absence of the written words of
guidance. But as the centuries passed, individuals set their thinking in writing, producing all types of literature:
poetry, history, letters, prayers, proverbs, parables, and rules. Eventually, believers sensed that some of these
were more helpful than others, and later still, church leaders arbitrarily determined which writings were
sanctioned and which were excluded. In order to understand this rich variety of information, one is helped by
remembering the type of literature it represents (do not look for historical fact in parables, or for codified rules of
behaviour in prayers). The Bible has been created, bit by bit, by believers in Judaism and the early Christian
church, each portion of text being preserved for a specific purpose. Revelation, which was likely written as
encouragement to the young but heavily persecuted Church, has many poetic concepts which transcend both
cultural differences and the passing of time, and still offer encouragement to our generation. Nobody ever reads
the Bible without our own layers of interpretation conceived from our personal heritage and experiences, but
when we study the Bible collectively, we can often come to a more balanced understanding. The Ethiopian (Acts
8) did not understand Isaiah on his own, and we likely get a better understanding when working on passages
together. This was a helpful talk, at a time when Bible literacy is in 
decline. [JEK]

����February 23, 7:00 p.m. a discussion on the gospel in a multi faith world, based on the book Mansions of
the Spirit (available at the Vine & Fig Tree Books, 4109 Macdonald St.). It would be helpful to read the book
before that evening. For location and more information, please see Henry Neufeld.

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
February 12 Janice Kreider A Time to Speak, and a Time to be Silent
February 19 Helmut Harder One Church Bound Together by Grace
February 26 Kevin Hiebert Christianity & Gnosticism: faith & knowledge
March 5 Hildegarde Lemke Lent I

����Missing items   There is a metal salad bowl left over from the previous potluck.  It is on the shelf in the coat
alcove in the front entrance.  Please see if it is yours and pick it up.  Also a pair of hiking boots have been left
behind - they are in the same place.
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The Wider Church
MBMSI   ENDING SERVICE. Heidi Ekk, MBMS
International’s worker in Kandern, Germany is a teacher at
Black Forest Academy. Heidi writes that she knows God has put
each of her students in her class for a reason. She asks prayer for wisdom as she teaches and for strength to stand
strong as a Christian example to these young lives. Pray also for a job and place to live back in Fresno, CA as
Heidi will be completing her mission service this Spring.

MCC SCS presents The Golden Violin with Calvin Dyck, violin and Betty Suderman, piano. "A multi-
dimensional concert with a fascinating story, colourful costumes, imaginative visual backdrops and stirring
music.” Feb. 10th at 7:00 pm White Rock Baptist Church. Tickets: Tapestry Music 538-0906

The Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents "The David Toews story: a Mennonite Hero" with Dr.
Helmut Harder. Come hear the dramatic story of the work of David Toews and the Mennonite Board of
Colonization that enabled the 1920's exodus of 25,000 Mennonites from the Soviet inferno. The work of B.B.
Janz & others in Russia is fairly well known but not a single Mennonite would have escaped Russia without a
corresponding effort in Canada. Saturday, February 18th at 7:00 p.m. in the Emmanuel Mennonite Church, 3471
Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford, B.C.  Admission is free but the story is priceless.

Mennoletter from Jerusalem   An excellent issue of the Mennoletter from Jerusalem, a ministry of Mennonite
Church Canada Witness, and featuring on-the-ground reports by Dr. Glenn E Witmer, is reprinted and hanging on
the bulletin board in the hall.

Gallery 7 Theatre & Performing Arts Society proudly presents Aldyth Morris' Damien, the story of Belgian
priest Joseph De Veuster, (Father Damien) who brought hope and meaning to the lepers of Hawaii in the mid
1800's. Through his work, Damien injected new life and dignity in a community otherwise focused on death.
Showing February 3 & 4, 9 - 11, 2006 @ 7:30 PM , Discount Matinee: Feb 4, 2006 @ 7:30 PM  at: Eben-Ezer
Church Drama Centre 2051 Windsor Street, Abbotsford.  Tickets at House of James 2743 Emerson Street,
Abbotsford  604-852-3701

Regent College lectures    James K.A. Smith speaks on What
Does a Public Theology Look Like in 1984?: Rethinking
Common Grace in an Age of Empire Wednesday, February 8th,
7:30pm in the chapel at Regent College.  Come early for a good
seat.

MCC Fundraising Dinners   February 10th and 11th at 6:30 pm
MCC Fundraising Dinner at Yarrow MB (10th) and Fraserview
MB in Richmond (11th) featuring guest speaker Tesfa Dalellew,
MCC Africa.

MDS   - New Iberia, Louisiana - Volunteers needed for April and
May. 2005 Gulf Coast Hurricanes Disaster Phone: (337) 276-
3830,   Four Corners Community
Development Center1361 Big Four Corners Road Franklin, LA
70538 Project Directors: Harold and Judy Miller

BONHOEFFER 
A documentary film by Martin Doblmeier. 
National PBS broadcast Feb. 6 at 10 p.m. EST

MCC Volunteer Opportunities
High school students need to complete a
certain number of volunteer hours as part of
their career planning classes. MCC's Thrift
Shops are a great place for people of all ages
to volunteer and gain valuable experience
that will look great on a future resume! It is
also a wonderful way to give back to the
community while making a difference to
those in need world wide. MCC has Thrift
Shops in Vancouver, Surrey, Abbotsford,
Mission, Chilliwack, Yarrow and Kelowna.
Locations and volunteer opportunities can be
found when you visit
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MC Canada Annual Sessions Over the past two years members of area conferences and congregations have
been invited to submit advance resolutions for the MC Canada assembly. Our delegates see this as a positive
approach that helps them discern resolutions in their congregations or area conference before they attend the
Assembly. If you have resolutions you would like to submit, please see Don or Andre for details on submissions.

Philippians 2:1-11

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any
consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to
your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let
the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6who, though he was in the form of God,
   did not regard equality with God
   as something to be exploited,
7but emptied himself,
   taking the form of a slave,
   being born in human likeness.

   And being found in human form,
8he humbled himself
   and became obedient to the point of death—
   even death on a cross.

9Therefore God also highly exalted him
   and gave him the name
   that is above every name,
10so that at the name of Jesus
   every knee should bend,
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11and every tongue should confess
   that Jesus Christ is Lord,
   to the glory of God the Father. 

Luke 15:11-24

11 Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two
sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, “Father,
give me the share of the property that will belong to
me.” So he divided his property between them. 13A few
days later the younger son gathered all he had and
travelled to a distant country, and there he squandered
his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that
country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would
gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs
were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But
when he came to himself he said, “How many of my
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare,
but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to

my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your
hired hands.’ ” 20So he set off and went to his father.
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and
was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms
around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him,
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I
am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 22But the
father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a
robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on
his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this
son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost
and is found!” And they began to celebrate.


