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February 5 , 2012th

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Travis Martin; Lisa-Dawn
Kilthau will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Edward Epp is your usher.  Later we
will be hearing from J. Evan Kreider whose message will delve into Song of Songs, a first for our congregation.  
Please join us in the lounge after service for coffee and fellowship.  Parents with small children, please note
arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are
invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   On January 29th, Connie Siedler (former resident of the Menno Simons Centre and theology
student at Regent)  spoke on the woman healed of bleeding (Mark 5).  Over a period of 12 years, she has spent all
her resources seeking healing.  During that time, she had been forced to undergo interminable waiting, and a
'winter' emotionally.  However, waiting is not passive, it is actually an activity.  It may appear to others that little
is happening, but a lot can be happening inside as we learn to face difficulties and even inner darkness.  Although
God may seem distant, God is always present.  Scripture cites many individuals forced to wait:  Job, Abraham and
Sarah, David (anointed years before being acclaimed king).  The Old Testament lectionary text told of Hannah (1
Samuel 1) suffering inner anguish, a 'winter of her soul', as she waited.  'Winter' is a time of waiting.  Even so,
winter offers gifts to us.  We can get to know who we are as we face difficulties in ourselves in new ways, and we
may discover that faith grows best in winter, even in seasons of pain.  Every winter has the promise of spring.
[JEK]

PGIMF News
February 12 Jon Nofziger Lectionary Texts
February 19 Veronica Dyck Lectionary texts
February 26 Michael Thomas Lent 1
March 4 Rosie Perera Lectionary 
N   A note from the treasurer: You will find tax receipts for
donations in your mail slots.  Those who have questions are directed to
contact Susie Funk.  

The Wider Church
MB Mission   Motohiro & Mariya Hamana are serving in Thailand at
the office in Chonburi.  Pray that God would grant them strength and
favour, and would continue to use them to be a blessing to the people
they are serving. 

Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2012    Iris Leung (Chinese Grace Mennonite Church) co-chairs Hosting
for July’s MC-Canada Assembly to be held in Richmond. She seeks people to fill a number of positions and
invites you to contact her to help at:  kwai_leung88@hotmail.co or 778-960-8543.  This event celebrates 75 years
of the Conference in Canada and Vancouver churches are asked to welcome the nation in hospitality, food
service, organization and prayer, treasury, and transportation and tours.  Please let Iris know how you will help. 

Churchworks  You are invited to the Churchworks Conference featuring 36 workshops promoting better
stewardship and ministry by top-notch speakers from across Canada.  In a single day (February 29  2012 atth

Columbia Bible College) you can learn the latest on promotions (including social media), liability and disaster
planning, intergenerational communication, desktop vs. mobile, managing challenging adult personalities in
ministry, family law and the church, gospel tweet, abuse prevention and more.  Annually presented by the BC
Conference of MB churches, it has this year been eagerly adopted this year by the Mennonite Church BC
conference.  For information and registration, see  http://churchworksconference.com/workshops    

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

New contacts
Peter Neudorf’s new e-mail address

is (available from webmaster)

Rovin Karuna’s new e-mail address

is (available from webmaster) 

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:kwai_leung88@hotmail.co
http://churchworksconference.com/workshops
mailto:hirovin@gmail.com


MCC Resources One among many unique resources for children and families to share is the MCC PeaceParts
Giving Calendar that has a suggestion for each day of the month to help people work for peace, one part at a
time. The calendar includes scripture verses and activities and creative ideas to generate funds for peace-related
projects (like donating 10 cents for every book in your house as a reminder that sometimes war disrupts children's
education.)  Alongside this is a PeaceParts Fun Page with activities, craft ideas, stories about children from
around the world and more. If you'd like to order these resources for your church families or for children's
programs, please contact Masako at the MCC-BC office by phone at 604-850-6639. 

Gathering 2012 is a time where the Mennonite Brethren family in Canada will gather together to enjoy
fellowship, worship, and be inspired to move forward together to achieve our shared mission. You will hear the
vision, ministry, and work of the conference.  You are invited to attend the conference this summer in Winnipeg
on Wednesday-Saturday July 11-14.  Cost is $139 plus accommodations, and you can register or find more about
it at http://www.mbconf.ca/home/events_and_conferences/gatherings/. 

Mennonite Church BC AGM and 75th Anniversary Celebration and LEAD Conference.  Featuring Stuart
Murray, author of The Naked Anabaptist, the LEAD conference runs Friday March 2  from 9:00 am - 3:00 pmnd

and the AGM on Saturday March 3  begins at 1:00 pm, with the banquet at 5:30 pm.  Delegates wanted - pleaserd

Don or Andre to register for the LEAD conference and the AGM. Tickets for the banquet are $25 and are
available at various church offices in the Lower Mainland or the MC-BC Office: #100 – 32025 George Ferguson
Way, Abbotsford. For more information, consult www.mcbc.ca or call 604-850-6658.   ***Note: tickets may also
be available soon from PGIMF - see Andre***

MCC-BC   A Table for Sharing MCC Winter Fundraising Banquet at Fraserview MB Church 11295 Mellis
Drive, Richmond. Story-telling from executive director Wayne Bremner and music by the Celt-a-billies. February
4  at 6:30 pm.  Tickets are $15 and available from Fraserview MB and from the MCC BC office. For more infoth

toll free at 1 888 622 6337 or visit www.bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/banquets 

 Proverbs 4:1-9 

Listen, children, to a father’s instruction,1

   and be attentive, that you may gain insight;
 for I give you good precepts:2

   do not forsake my teaching.
 When I was a son with my father,3

   tender, and my mother’s favourite,
 he taught me, and said to me,4

‘Let your heart hold fast my words;
   keep my commandments, and live.
 Get wisdom; get insight: do not forget, nor turn away5

   from the words of my mouth.
 Do not forsake her, and she will keep you;6

   love her, and she will guard you.
 The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom,7

   and whatever else you get, get insight.
 Prize her highly, and she will exalt you;8

   she will honour you if you embrace her.
 She will place on your head a fair garland;9

   she will bestow on you a beautiful crown.’    [NRSV]

Song of Songs  1:1-6

The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s. 1

 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth!2

For your love is better than wine,
   your anointing oils are fragrant,3

your name is perfume poured out;
   therefore the maidens love you.
 Draw me after you, let us make haste.4

   The king has brought me into his chambers.
We will exult and rejoice in you;   we will extol your
love more than wine;

   rightly do they love you.

 I am black and beautiful,5

   O daughters of Jerusalem,
like the tents of Kedar,
   like the curtains of Solomon.
 Do not gaze at me because I am dark,6

   because the sun has gazed on me.
My mother’s sons were angry with me;    [NRSV]

Mark 4:21-34
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 He said to them, ‘Is a lamp brought in to be put21

under the bushel basket, or under the bed, and not on
the lampstand? For there is nothing hidden, except to22

be disclosed; nor is anything secret, except to come to
light. Let anyone with ears to hear listen!’ And he23 24

said to them, ‘Pay attention to what you hear; the
measure you give will be the measure you get, and still
more will be given you. For to those who have, more25

will be given; and from those who have nothing, even
what they have will be taken away.’

 He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone26

would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep27

and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of28

itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in

the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes29

in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’

 He also said, ‘With what can we compare the30

kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it?
It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the31

ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet32

when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest
of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’

 With many such parables he spoke the word to them,33

as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them34

except in parables, but he explained everything in
private to his disciples.     [NRSV]

Ezekiel 1:4-14

In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth1

day of the month, as I was among the exiles by the
river Chebar, the heavens were opened, and I saw
visions of God. On the fifth day of the month (it was2

the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin), the3

word of the Lord came to the priest Ezekiel son of
Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar;
and the hand of the Lord was on him there.

 As I looked, a stormy wind came out of the north: a4

great cloud with brightness around it and fire flashing
forth continually, and in the middle of the fire,
something like gleaming amber. In the middle of it5

was something like four living creatures. This was their
appearance: they were of human form. Each had four6

faces, and each of them had four wings. Their legs7

were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the
sole of a calf’s foot; and they sparkled like burnished

bronze. Under their wings on their four sides they had8

human hands. And the four had their faces and their
wings thus: their wings touched one another; each of9

them moved straight ahead, without turning as they
moved. As for the appearance of their faces: the four10

had the face of a human being, the face of a lion on the
right side, the face of an ox on the left side, and the
face of an eagle; such were their faces. Their wings11

were spread out above; each creature had two wings,
each of which touched the wing of another, while two
covered their bodies. Each moved straight ahead;12

wherever the spirit would go, they went, without
turning as they went. In the middle of the living13

creatures there was something that looked like burning
coals of fire, like torches moving to and fro among the
living creatures; the fire was bright, and lightning
issued from the fire. The living creatures darted to14

and fro, like a flash of lightning.    [NRSV]

Call to worship

Leader: Gather us in, Mysterious Maker God.

All: That being close to you we will understand your intention for creation.

Leader: Weave us into one, Sweet Savior of All.

All: That living your ways we will create communities of faith and peace.

Leader: Gather us in, Powerful Spirit of Renewal.

All: That treasuring the past we will boldly shape the future.

Leader: Weave us into one, Holy One in Three.

All: That women and men together may be the signs of your presence, the weavers of your

communities and the witnesses to your coming. Gather us in this day so that we might

gather strength from You. 

Amen.


