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RECORDING THE SERVICE

The congregation approved a change in policy at the last congregational meeting, which has allowed us to
record the response time after the sermon. You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully as you feel
led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed. We will not post the response time to the website,
and borrowers of the CD library are requested not to make copies or distribute the recording of the service to
others without prior approval of the Board. You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time
of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded. If you have questions about the application of
this policy, please contact the Moderator, the Congregational Coordinator or the Worship Committee.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org E-mail: info@pgimf.org

February 6, 2005
Transfiguration Sunday

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Diane
Ehling, Evan Kreider will be leading us in song, and Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano. Later we will
hear from Bernie Wiebe from The Canadian Mennonite who will speak to us on “God’s Imagination for Peace in
our violent World. Danica Thiessen and Katy Garden will be with the preschoolers and the toddlers in the
nursery, and Angela Ekkert will be with the Sunday School classes. Please join us after the service for coffee in
the lounge.

Last Sunday: Last Sunday Barbara Nickel (former member of PGIMF and Abendmusik, and author of books of
poetry and children's stories) shared with us a few things a poet notices in hymn texts. Poets are wordsmiths,
sometimes searching for days for the right word. Recalling the story of Jesus silently writing in the sand while
men were arguing about the woman caught in adultery, Barbara suggested that perhaps poetry is similar to that
silent act of Jesus writing. Although poetry may not present a solution to life's problems, excellent poetry can
hold in tension that which happens and that which we wish would happen. Barbara then looked at six hymns texts
before we sang each. To cite but one, we learned that Hymn No. 587, "Come my way, my truth, my life" by
George Herbert, is one of many confessional poems, that "my" reveals intimacy, that we need to reflect on whose
voice is being used in the poem (ours? Christ's?), that the punctuation should be colons throughout (not the less
powerful semicolons substituted in our hymnal), that the initial colon in each line can be like a doorway and that
the following word "such" opens the door. The poem has an amazing economy of words and wonderful
symmetry, and is filled with many metaphors for Christ. The poem can also be seen as one simple gesture,
"Come". Listen with your hymnal at hand, press pause and reflect, before moving on. Barbara invites us to think
in new ways about texts we sing now, but were meant to be pondered. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers

February 13 Evan Kreider Lent I
February 20 Stanley Grenz Community / Lent II
February 27 Jessica Kuras The Cup / Lent III
March 6 Erica Thiessen Healing our Sight / Lent IV
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Vancouver Cantata Singers Come join the VCS for the Spring
concert “Bach Again!” as they sing their first love, the music of J.S.
Bach. Tenor Colin Balzer and instrumentalists join the Singers for this
programme, which includes Cantata No. 131, Aus der Tiefen ruf ich,

Herr, zu dir, and motets O Jesu Christ, meins Lebens Licht and Der

Gerechte kommt um. Saturday March 5, 8:00 pm at Christ Church
Cathedral, 690 Burrard St., and Sunday March 6, 3:00 pm at West
Vancouver United Church, 2062 Esquimalt Ave. Tickets $22 (reduced
available) are available through Ticketmaster, Sikora's Classical
Records (432 West Hastings Street, 604-685-0625) and Tickets Tonight
(200 Burrard Street, 604-684-2787 or ticketstonight.ca). For more
information call the office anytime at 604-730-8856 or email us at

The Wider Church

MBMSI FAITHFUL TO THEIR CALLING. John and Mary Klassen are MBMS International workers in
Mechenheim, Germany. For 13 years they have been teaching at the Bonn Bibelseminar, giving leadership to the
three-year Bible College program. They also travel to speak in different Russian German churches in Western
Germany. Thank God for their faithfulness and pray for strength and wisdom as they continue in their calling.

Charlotte 2005 Assembly It’s time to start making plans for the next joint MC Canada/MC USA Annual
Assembly in Charlotte NC. More information and registration forms will be available this week, and you may
find more information now at http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/charlotte/ for more details. As well, now is
the time for submitting advance resolutions for the assembly. To be included in the Report Book, these
resolutions need to be submitted by Feb 15. Resolutions submitted by April 29 will be posted to the MC Canada
web site, with a notice sent to all congregations when these are posted. Send advance resolutions to Dan
Nighswander at {e-mail available upon request} , or fax to Dan at 204-831-5675. A guideline for submitting
resolutions can be found at http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/charlotte/. Now is a good time to begin
talking about who will attend as delegates to Charlotte 2005.

Regent College Lectures Darrell Johnson, Charles Ringma & Stan Grenz present a discussion panel on A

Generous Orthodoxy: Book Review & Discussion of the Emerging Church Movement. Thursday, February 17,
7:30pm in the Chapel at Regent College. Come early for good seats as lectures fill up quickly.

Ten Thousand Villages A long-
time institution has closed on
Fraser St. The Ten Thousand
Villages store, (formerly known
as MCC Self Help Community
Store) closed last Saturday to
allow more room for the thrift
store to expand, and to make
ready for a planned move to open
a new store on Commercial Drive
this spring. Look for the grand
opening soon, and in the
meantime, shop for your gifts and
fairly-traded coffee at the
Kitsilano store (2909 W.
Broadway).

Gallery 7 Theatre Gallery 7 is appealing to any male performers interested in acting in our upcoming
production of The One Act Play Festival running March 11 & 12, 17 - 19 at 7:30 PM with a matinee on March 12
at 2:00 PM. Rehearsals are already in progress and are scheduled for Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings.
The synopsis of the play is: Just in time for the Easter season, this season's festival takes a fictionalized look at
the reactions of seven individuals towards the crucifixion of Jesus. Three Roman soldiers wait out the Sabbath in
an old tavern, wrestling through the guilt they feel over having executed an innocent man. The women first to
Jesus' tomb struggle in hiding to understand the purpose behind the horrific events of the two days. And, Pilate's
wife attempts to convince her husband that Jesus should be set free. The time and setting of the plays are
universal and challenge us to answer the question: Who is Jesus? The role available is a seasoned soldier aged
25 to 45. He is a captain of a platoon of Roman soldiers responsible for crucifying Jesus. The role calls for a wide
range of emotions - through-out the hour long play, he wrestles with his conscience and with the question of
"who is Jesus?" Anyone interested in the role is asked to call Ken Hildebrandt at 604-504-5940 as soon as
possible.
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Christian Peacemaker Teams Consider supporting the work of CPT as a Delegation. CPT sends short-term (7-14 day)
peacemaker delegations into crisis settings around the world. These delegations link communities experiencing violence
with concerned individuals, churches and groups. Delegations offer participants a first-hand experience of CPT's on-the-
ground experiment in faith-based, active peacemaking grounded in the transforming power of Gospel nonviolence.
Delegations are open to all interested people and do not require specific nonviolence training Delegation participants seek
to:
• understand conflict through visits with grassroots leaders, community members, church and human rights

workers, legislators and officials,
• encourage individuals and communities experiencing violence, challenge violations of human rights and promote

active nonviolence as a means of settling disputes
• support movement towards nonviolent social change through listening, public witness, prayer vigils, dialogue
• reduce violence through an international presence in affected communities/areas;
• connect their own churches and communities with the work of nonviolence

CPT seeks individuals with and interest and/or experience in international human rights work, a commitment to nonviolent
action, willingness to engage in public witness, vigils and worship, and openness to participate in daily periods of team
worship and reflection. Participants should be prepared to prepare for the trip by becoming familiar with conditions in the
region, spend 12 days with CPT team and local partners, raise money to cover costs of the trip, and communicate their
experiences to local congregations, groups and media on your return. Delegation cost covers round-trip airfare from a
designated North American city, all in-country travel, simple accommodations, two meals per day, honorariums and other
delegation fees.

Upcoming delegations will travel to Barrancabemeja, Columbia, Iraq, Israel/Palestine and Kenora, ON. during several
weeks this year. More information is available at www.cpt.org/delegations/delegations.php

This year the theme of the Fraser Valley Arts and Peace Festival is “What is security?” and will be held at
Trinity Western University Campus in Fort Langley, February 12th and 13th except for the worship service at
Langley Mennonite Fellowship on Sunday, February 13. Keynote speaker: Jimmy Massey on The Tug of War

and Security in Iraq: A U.S. Marine reflects on his experience in Iraq followed by panel discussion Saturday,
February 12, 7pm, Northwest Auditorium. Free admission to lecture; see films, plays, art exhibits and other
reflections and actions on peacemaking in our community, Admission $10. For more information, see
www.mcc.org/bc/peace

Pacific Theatre And Section 8 Productions present “The Domino Heart February 9 - 26 by Matthew Edison.
Tragedy connects the lives of three strangers in this haunting new play developed at Toronto's Tarragon Theatre.
A luminous work that navigates the movements of the human heart and charts their spiritual repercussions.

MDS Mennonite Disaster Service features ists 2005 All-Unit Meeting February 11-12 in Seminole, Tx. Come
hear the latest in what’s going on and make plans to serve. More information at www.mds.mennonite.net .

� Here’s some Groundhog Day trivia you may not have known. February 2 is the half way point between the

Winter Solstice and the Spring Equinox and for early Christians in Europe, this day was called Candlemas –– the
day on which clergy blessed candles and distributed them to people in the dark of winter. A lighted candle was
placed in each window of the home. If the sun came out on February 2, it meant six more weeks of wintry
weather. The connection with the groundhog comes from Germany, where they believed that if he comes out of
his home and sees his shadow, he pops back in for another six weeks nap. Since 1887, he’s seen his shadow 94
times!

- Angelika Dawson - MCC-BC
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Isaiah 40:21-31

21Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has
it not been told you from the beginning? Have you
not understood from the foundations of the earth?
22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and
its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches
out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them
like a tent to live in; 23who brings princes to
naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as
nothing. 24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely
sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the
earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither,
and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 25To
whom then will you compare me, or who is my
equal? says the Holy One. 26Lift up your eyes on
high and see: Who created these? He who brings
out their host and numbers them, calling them all
by name; because he is great in strength, mighty in

power, not one is missing.

27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel,
"My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right
is disregarded by my God"? 28Have you not
known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his
understanding is unsearchable. 29He gives power to
the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 30Even
youths will faint and be weary, and the young will
fall exhausted; 31but those who wait for the LORD
shall renew their strength, they shall mount up
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint.

(NRSV)

Mark 1:29-39

29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered
the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and
John. 30Now Simon’’s mother-in-law was in bed
with a fever, and they told him about her at once.
31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her
up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve
them.

32 That evening, at sundown, they brought to him
all who were sick or possessed with demons.
33And the whole city was gathered around the
door. 34And he cured many who were sick with
various diseases, and cast out many demons; and

he would not permit the demons to speak, because
they knew him. 35In the morning, while it was still
very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted
place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his
companions hunted for him. 37When they found
him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for
you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the
neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the
message there also; for that is what I came out to
do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee,
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and
casting out demons.

(NRSV)


