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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service will be led by Rosie Perera, we will be led in
song by Lisa-Dawn Kilthau, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Edward Epp is your usher.  Later we
will hear a message from Paul Thiessen entitled “You are the Salt of the Earth”  from Matthew 5:13-20.  Please
join us in the lounge afterward for coffee and fellowship. Parents with small children, please note arrangements
have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact
other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   On January 30th, Andre Pekovich presented a review of the history of Zionism.  17th-century
Europe saw religious persecution which resulted in multiple massive religious migrations, including Mennonites
and Jews.  As difficulties persisted to surface, publications in the 19th century eventually gave ethnic Jews a
new way of thinking about themselves.  Secular Jews in Austria (1897) lobbied governments to obtain safe land
somewhere (anywhere, not just in Palestine).  None of these early Jewish leaders were viewed as religious
figures, only as pragmatic nationalists.  (Christian Zionism began in the 1820's, but that is an entirely different
story.)  Zionism was not created out of the holocaust, but predates it, and the so-called "holy land" was not all
that important to early Zionists.  However, as inexpensive land was purchased in Palestine from absentee Arab
landlords, Jews started to migrate.  By 1948 Jews owned and occupied about 6% of what they thought of as
"traditional" Jewish land (though few would agree on specific borders for those lands).  Palestinians were forced
out of their traditional lands, in spite of inhabiting them for (presumably) centuries and possibly millennia.  By
1948, with relatively little land under their ownership, a State of Israel was proclaimed, and citizenship was
offered to all Jews regardless of country of origin and it was ostensibly to be denied to all non-Jews, even those
legally inhabiting the land.  In the context of the day's lectionary readings, our allegiance is not to a particular
nationalism but to God.  God owns the land and allows peoples to use it, 'if' God's covenant is kept in its
entirety.  Although no new lands were to be occupied after Joshua's military triumphs, Jews repeatedly ignored
this condition.  Although the Prophet Samuel warned the Jews that God did not want a monarch to be
established, they created a king anyway, and with the secular king came the secular notion of expanding the
kingdom's borders.  Andre updated present thinking about the 'promised land' by reminding us that "the land we
have been promised is Eternal Life."  Palestinian Christians have been in Palestine since St Paul went to
Damascus.  Why do Christians not decry their brothers' and sisters' loss of land, jobs and rights when they are
persecuted by the State of Israel?  The bible is not a manual for occupation, and certainly does not speak a
language of subjugation and oppression, yet there are those in Christ's church who are highly militarized, both
ideologically and in reality.  [JEK] 

PGIMF News
February 13 Aaron Roberts Not the lectionary! 
February 20 Steve Heinrichs Our Aboriginal Neighbours
February 27 Joseph Dutko Lectionary readings
March 6 Sven Eriksson Lectionary readings

Congregational Photo Board    You are especially invited to have your picture taken for our congregational
photo display in the hall.  Diane and Jonathan will update the photo board with your most flattering profile. Get
your shots taken now!

L  The Treasurer advises that you will find donation receipts in your mailboxes this Sunday. Please take this
opportunity to visit your boxers and check for any mail, including your donation receipts.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


The Wider Church
MBMSI /  MB Mission    Doug & Myra Gentry are Global Servants serving with MBMS International in
Portugal. They provide logistic support to the various short term mission teams that serve in the city as well as
encourage and support to the missionaries and national leaders in the church planting effort.   Pray that they will
be an encouragement to the TREK team that is currently in Lisbon and to the Portuguese believers. 

MCC   Serve and Learn Together – or SALT – is an MCC program for single adults between the ages of 18 and
27 years who are looking for a one year service opportunity overseas. For many, this is a life-transforming
experience in which participants learn what it’s like to live, learn from and give to another culture. If you are
aware of young adults in your congregation who are suited for such an experience, have them contact Sophie
Tiessen Eigbike at the MCC office at 604-850-6639. 

+  Vancouver Cantata Singers   invites you to a celebration of sound in cathedral acoustics and spectacular
architecture to highlight spectacular voices and orchestra in the Blusson Centre at VGH. The wrap-around ramp
in the atrium provides the opportunity to combine some of the most beautiful liturgical music with a truly
“surround sound” experience! Arvo Pärt’s deeply moving Te Deum for orchestra and choir precedes the
polyphony of the great renaissance composer, Antoine Brumel.  This concert will also feature the world
premiere of a new work by Vancouver’s Jordan Nobles, commissioned by VCS with the generous support of the
BC Arts Council.  Saturday, February 26 at 8:00pm at the Blusson Spinal Cord Centre, 818 W. 10th Ave. 
Tickets: $25/$20 (with $10 student rush seats at the door)

Employment Opportunity    The 2011 Census is
staffing 35,000 jobs across Canada.  If you are over 18
years old and can commit to at least 20 hours per week
including evenings, weekends and holidays, please apply
now. Rates of pay ($14.72 to $18.04 an hour) vary by
assignment. The work period is early March to the end of
July 2011, depending on assignment.  Please tell friends
and family about opportunities to work on the census.
Visit the 2011 Census website for more information.   To
download and submit an online application, visit the
website at www.census2011.gc.ca.  

Columbia Bible College    Invites you to attend a gospel
worship event Make a Gospel Noise featuring Gail
Suderman, joint MEI choirs and CBC’s Columbia
Singers, and other Abbotsford guests.  March 13trh at
3:30 pm at Seven Oaks alliance (2575 Gladwin Rd)
Abbotsford.  604-854-0215 for information and tickets.

Mennonite Central Committee has temporarily

relocated its 13 international workers in Egypt to

Strasbourg, France, due to the ongoing violence

in Egypt.  MCC had 17 workers in Egypt.  In a

statement, the office reported "MCC's work in

Egypt is at a standstill and there were, and are,

concerns for the safety of workers, partners and

neighbors.  We ask for your prayers as this crisis

continues to unfold. Pray for the people of Egypt,

that the violence may end soon and a just peace

prevail."  Pray for the people of Egypt, that God

will give them strength during this time of

extraordinary uncertainty and fear.  Pray for

guidance and restraint--for those who are

protesting; government leaders; and those who

carry the sword.

http://www.census2011.gc.ca


Matthew 5:13-20

 ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost13

its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and
trampled under foot.

 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a14

hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a15

lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.

In the same way, let your light shine before16

others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father in heaven.

 ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the17

law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but
to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and18

earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a
letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of19

the least of these commandments, and teaches
others to do the same, will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom
of heaven. For I tell you, unless your20

righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.     [NRSV]

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did1

not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you
in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know2

nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him
crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in3

fear and in much trembling. My speech and my4

proclamation were not with plausible words of
wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and
of power, so that your faith might rest not on5

human wisdom but on the power of God.

 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom,6

though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the
rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But7

we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which
God decreed before the ages for our glory. None8

of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of
glory. But, as it is written,9

‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
   nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him’—

these things God has revealed to us through the10

Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the
depths of God. For what human being knows11

what is truly human except the human spirit that is
within? So also no one comprehends what is truly
God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have12

received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
that is from God, so that we may understand the
gifts bestowed on us by God.     [NRSV]

Humour corner

A little girl asked her preacher dad, "Daddy why do you pray so much?"
He replied, "So God can help me preach better sermons so people won't
get bored and fall asleep."
The little girl asked, "Then why hasn't he helped  you?"



Christian Mindfulness Practices:  A Learning Fair
February 16, 2011, from 2 to 5 pm

In a distracted world, mindfulness has becomes a desirable religious expression in the West. Aside from important insights in
Buddhist and yogic practice, the Christian path historically has developed practices that include sensory insight and postural
attentiveness--everything from meditating with icons to centering prayer to the ascetic arts (e.g., fasting) to Quaker sitting and
Mennonite simplicity.  This pre-Lenten learning fair—open to the public—invites person to acquaint or re-acquaint
themselves with practices which not only restore us to the passionate equanimity of the Spirit, but re-mind us of our ethical
responsibilities to our neighbors.

2 pm (Iona 300): Keynote Presentation: “The Mindful Practice of Simone Weil: Paying Attention to the Other,”

Dr. Sallie McFague, Distinguished Scholar in Residence, VST.
During World War II, Simone Weil, a French Catholic philosopher, practiced self-emptying at all levels, starting with
what she ate, as witness to the extreme conditions that her fellow Parisians suffered under the Nazi occupation.

Rotation 1 (3 to 3:50 pm):
1. The Sacrament of the Present Moment,    Chris Dierckes (Anglican), explores the spiritual thought and
pracitce of Jean Pierre de Daussade, an 19  Century Jesuit French priest, and will help us learn ways to integrateth

and deepen mindfulness or prayer practices into the  bustle of daily life.   (Iona 333) 
Chris Dierkes serves on the clergy team of Christ Church Cathedral, is a graduate of VST (2009) and has studied

Christian mysticism for more than a decade.   

2.  Centering in Song    Bruce Hardin invites us to centre through music in its many forms - contemplative songs,
rhythmic chanting and more. In this session we will sing and pray together, exploring a variety of approaches to
practicing mindfulness through the gift of song.    (Iona Chapel, 2  flr)nd

Bruce Harding—a singer, songwriter and worship leader -  serves as a music leader with Crossroads United Church
in North Delta and Pacific InterChristian Community in Vancouver.

3.  Fasting, Food and Freedom     Catherine Jennings explores contemplative and mindfulness practices
surrounding food. Drawing on her Christian roots, Catherine will instruct and lead participants in the spiritual
practice of ‘mindfulness’ as it relates to eating and fasting. (Iona 323)

Catherine Jennings, MA, is a Spiritual Director and VST alumnus 

4.  The Labyrinth Walk,  JoAnne Tharalson will  introduce participants to the practice of walking the labyrinth,
and speak together about their experiences.  The Labyrinth is a spiritual tool that is open to people of all faiths and
spiritual practices as a resource for meditation, reflection, and prayer.     ( Iona 107)

Jo Anne Tharalson has been a part of the labyrinth ministry at St. Paul's Anglican Church since the creation of its

Chartres labyrinth in 1997. She has been trained as a Labyrinth Facilitator by Veriditas.

Rotation 2 (4 to 4:50 pm):
1.  Mindfulness in Action, the Mennonite Path    Anita Fast will explore ways in which Mennonite practices to
simplicity, community, and peacemaking require  'mindfulness' of the Christian disciple.  (Iona 323)

Anita Fast is Registrar at VST and Coordinator of Programs, and as part of the Mennonite tradition, practices her
spiritual life through the building and sustaining of family and communities.

2.  The Way of the Icon     Dr. Matthia Langone approaches the icon as a tool of spiritual practice to function on
different levels, making it possible for peasants as well as intellectuals to enter contemplative states by reading the
icon, and enter into the profound practice of seeing what is hidden before our very eyes. (Iona 300)

Dr. Matthia Langone, MCS (Regent), DMin (VST), Catholic monastic for 15 years, has been a consultant for spiritual
programs as well as a retreat leader.. After extensive study and training Matthia learned to write icons.

3. “Remembering the Sabbath”:  Mindfulness and the Liturgical Pattern of Time    Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum &
Rev Dr Sharon Betcher lead a dialog between Jewish and Christian practices of Sabbath, exploring living the 
Sabbath as a restorative practice of mindfulness, attentive to community, and to the earth.       (Iona 333)

Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum is director of the Iona Pacific Inter-Religious Centre at VST.  Rev. Dr. Sharon Betcher
teaches constructive theology at Vancouver School of Theology.

4.  The Labyrinth Walk,  JoAnne Tharalson (Iona 107)

5 pm Closing Worship     An Oasis of the Luminous Dark: that we Might Fall Back into the Lap of the Ineffable. 
A contemplative worship service, from the apophatic wisdom of Nicholas of Cusa      Iona Chapel, second floor


