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Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Adria
Vizzi Holub, Erna Friesen will lead us in song, Kathryn Schmidt will be accompanying on the piano and Rovin
Karuna is your usher.  Later we will hear from Janice Kreider whose sermon will be entitled “A Time to be
Silent, and a Time to Speak” building on texts from the lectionary.  Children are welcome to join the primaries in
the nursery or our teachers in the Sunday School classes as they are available. Please join us after the service for
coffee and fellowship in the lounge.

Last Sunday  Last week, Jackie Bolen spoke on The Emptied Christ.   As the early church sang in its hymn (Phi.
2:1-11), Jesus "emptied himself" of all divine rights and privileges.  Are our lives ever emptied in the same way,
including the death of our pride and selfish desires.  Jesus became emptied of his self, his divinity, as an
expression of God's love for humanity.  This emptied Jesus loved humanity, died for humanity, but do we "die to
ourselves" in the same way?  One expression of our becoming emptied is that we have humility, not a false
humility but one which enables us to see ourselves as others see us and to put others first.   During discussion it
was suggested that emptying of ourselves can involve letting go of our anger and despair so that we can turn our
attention away from ourselves and towards other people.  [JEK] 

����February 23, 7:00 p.m. a discussion on the gospel in a multi faith world, based on the book Mansions of
the Spirit (available at the Vine & Fig Tree Books, 4109 Macdonald St.). It would be helpful to read the book
before that evening. For location and more information, please see Henry Neufeld.

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
February 19 Helmut Harder One Church Bound Together by Grace
February 26 Kevin Hiebert Christianity & Gnosticism: faith & knowledge
March 5 Hildegard Lemke Lent I
March 12 Walter Bergen Lent II

The Wider Church
MBMSI   Sean and Erika are MBMSI missionaries in a restricted access country. They ask us to pray for some
150,000 people in the Eastern part of their country who are suffering from severe drought. Pray for the “rain of
the good news” to come and make wells of life for people to drink from. Pray for Sean’s health, and for simple
issues like unending problems which consume time  they would rather use to build relationships and share Christ.

The Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents "The David Toews story: a Mennonite Hero" with Dr.
Helmut Harder. Come hear the story of the work of David Toews and the Mennonite Board of Colonization that
enabled the 1920's exodus of over 20,000 Mennonites from the Soviet inferno. In the past, Dr. John B. Toews
presented the work of B.B. Janz who worked in Russia - this is the story of the corresponding effort in Canada
involving the guarantees to the CPR that made this emigration possible. Saturday, February 18th at 7:00 p.m. in
the Emmanuel Mennonite Church, 3471 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford, B.C.  Admission is free but the story is
priceless.
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Mennoletter from Jerusalem   An excellent issue of the Mennoletter from Jerusalem, a ministry of Mennonite
Church Canada Witness, and featuring on-the-ground reports by Dr. Glenn E Witmer, is reprinted and hanging on
the bulletin board in the hall.

The latest Canadian Mennonite has an excellent article on Paul Willms, formerly of Leamington, ON, who is
trading on his cultural currency as a Mennonite to profit from land assembly and speculation in the Ukraine.  He
seeks “investments” of $1000 from Canadian descendants of emigrants from Ukraine whose lands were seized in
order to purchase or to have “returned” this land by the Ukrainian government.  One wonders about the bona
fides of any Ukrainian official willing to willing to look at any scheme to "return" seized land to a private
corporation.  People receiving solicitations from this man or from Caobo Company should investigate carefully
and read the article in the Canadian Mennonite (pp 20-21, January 23, Vol. 10, No. 2).  The issue will not be
available on-line for another two months.  Once again, if you are not receiving this excellent conference
magazine, or its partner the MB Herald, please see Andre Pekovich or any member of the board to sign up. 

MC Canada Annual Sessions Over the past two years
members of area conferences and congregations have
been invited to submit advance resolutions for the MC
Canada assembly. Our delegates see this as a positive
approach that helps them discern resolutions in their
congregations or area conference before they attend the
Assembly. If you have resolutions you would like to
submit, please see Don or Andre for details on
submissions.

SUOR ANGELICA with Opera Appassionata There
will be a Fundraising Event to benefit A Loving
Spoonful 8pm on Sunday, Mar. 5 at the First United
Mennonite Church, 659 E. 52nd Ave and on
International Women's Day, Wednesday, Mar. 8 at St.
Andrew's-Wesley United Church, 1012 Nelson. Frank
Klassen will be conducting Puccini's passionate story. 
Tickets $25 s/s $20.  Reservations 604-312-3510 

Regent College lectures   In honour of the 100th anniversary of the birth of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Regent
College is presenting a biography and series of lectures this coming weekend honouring the pacificst
theologian.  Friday, February 17 at 7:00 p.m. will be the introductions and a showing of “Bonhoeffer: Pastor,
Pacifist, Nazi Resister”, a documentary film by Martin Doblmeier.  On Saturday, February 18 several
seminars are presented.  At 9:00 a.m. Jens Zimmerman speaks on “Suffering With the World: The Continuing
Relevance of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Theology”.  At 10:30 a.m. Craig Slane speaks on “Martyrdom in a World
Come of Age.”  At 1:00 p.m. John S. Conway speaks on “Last Writings From Prison” followed by panel
discussion and Q&A.  And at 3:30 p.m. a documentary film by Pierre Sauvage “Weapons of the Spirit: The
Astounding Story of a Unique Conspiracy of Goodness” will be shown.  All events are in the Regent College
Chapel and are free of charge.  See http://www.regentbookstore.com/bonhoeffer/ for more details.

MCC Volunteer Opportunities
High school students need to complete a
certain number of volunteer hours as part of
their career planning classes. MCC's Thrift
Shops are a great place for people of all ages
to volunteer and gain valuable experience
that will look great on a future resume! It is
also a wonderful way to give back to the
community while making a difference to
those in need world wide. MCC has Thrift
Shops in Vancouver, Surrey, Abbotsford,
Mission, Chilliwack, Yarrow and Kelowna.
Locations and volunteer opportunities can be
found when you visit
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Come hear about "The Colombian Reality: How North Americans Shape both the Violence and the Hope for a
Peaceful Future."  MBMSI and MCC have arranged a gathering for pastors, missions committees, conference
leaders, Christian educators and others interested in hearing Cesar Garcia currently the President of the MB
Churches in Colombia, with its45 congregations. César has a degree in Theology and Bible, with an emphasis in
Missions. César has played a fundamental role in leading the MB churches in Colombia towards rediscovering
their Anabaptist roots and re-committing themselves to Anabaptist theology, including a clear stance for
nonviolence. Friday 17 February, 12:00 noon - 2:00 pm in the Clearwood Room on the CBC campus. Mark your
calendars, call a friend and plan to join us for a meaningful time of engaging in the reality of peacemaking from a
Biblical perspective. If you plan to attend, please inform Teresa Born at MBMSI 604.859.6267 or
 or Jon Nofzgier at MCC 604.850.6639 

Pacific Theatre presents the charged Canadian premiere of THE HUNGRY SEASON by Jennifer Morison
Hendrix - the provocative story of a family shattered by higher callings.  A missionary couple returns home from
Nigeria for the first time in seven years - only to discover that their daughters no longer know them. A powerful
story of faithfulness and betrayal, of clashing cultures and impossible choices. Challenging notions of vocation
and sacrifice, THE HUNGRY SEASON explores the undersides of the church's missionary glories and our
culture's obsession with career advancement. Showtimes: Wednesdays-Saturdays 8pm, Saturday matinees 2pm
Pacific Theatre 1420 W 12th Ave (at Hemlock), Vancouver For tickets call 604.731.5518 or simply email
  Also online at www.pacifictheatre.org
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2Kings 5:1-19a

1Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram,
was a great man and in high favour with his master,
because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram.
The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from
leprosy. 2Now the Arameans on one of their raids had
taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and
she served Naaman’s wife. 3She said to her mistress,
‘If only my lord were with the prophet who is in
Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.’ 4So
Naaman went in and told his lord just what the girl
from the land of Israel had said. 5And the king of Aram
said, ‘Go then, and I will send along a letter to the king
of Israel.’

He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six
thousand shekels of gold, and ten sets of garments. 6He
brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read,
‘When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to
you my servant Naaman, that you may cure him of his
leprosy.’ 7When the king of Israel read the letter, he
tore his clothes and said, ‘Am I God, to give death or
life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of
his leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to pick
a quarrel with me.’

8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king
of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a message to the
king, ‘Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come
to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in
Israel.’ 9So Naaman came with his horses and chariots,
and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. 10Elisha
sent a messenger to him, saying, ‘Go, wash in the
Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored

and you shall be clean.’ 11But Naaman became angry
and went away, saying, ‘I thought that for me he would
surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the
Lord his God, and would wave his hand over the spot,
and cure the leprosy! 12Are not Abana* and Pharpar,
the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of
Israel? Could I not wash in them, and be clean?’ He
turned and went away in a rage. 13But his servants
approached and said to him, ‘Father, if the prophet had
commanded you to do something difficult, would you
not have done it? How much more, when all he said to
you was, “Wash, and be clean”?’ 14So he went down
and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan,
according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was
restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was
clean.

15 Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his
company; he came and stood before him and said,
‘Now I know that there is no God in all the earth
except in Israel; please accept a present from your
servant.’ 16But he said, ‘As the Lord lives, whom I
serve, I will accept nothing!’ He urged him to accept,
but he refused. 17Then Naaman said, ‘If not, please let
two mule-loads of earth be given to your servant; for
your servant will no longer offer burnt-offering or
sacrifice to any god except the Lord. 18But may the
Lord pardon your servant on one count: when my
master goes into the house of Rimmon to worship
there, leaning on my arm, and I bow down in the house
of Rimmon, when I do bow down in the house of
Rimmon, may the Lord pardon your servant on this
one count.’ 19He said to him, ‘Go in peace.’

Mark 1:40-45

40A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he
said to him, ‘If you choose, you can make me clean.’
41Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and
touched him, and said to him, ‘I do choose. Be made
clean!’ 42Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was
made clean. 43After sternly warning him he sent him
away at once, 44saying to him, ‘See that you say
nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest,

and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded,
as a testimony to them.’ 45But he went out and began to
proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so that Jesus
could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed out
in the country; and people came to him from every
quarter.


