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February 13 , 2011th

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service will be led by Henry Neufeld, we will be led
in song by Eric Hannan, Rosemary Bell will accompany at the piano, and Erika Hannan is your usher.  Later we
will hear a message of faith from Aaron Roberts from Romans 4:13-25.  Please join us in the lounge afterward
for coffee and fellowship. Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been made for child-
minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any
church board member for more information.

Last Sunday  On February 6th, Paul Thiessen spoke on the day's gospel reading, Matthew 5.13-20, "You are
the salt of the earth."  Even though many of us worry about consuming too much of the stuff, salt is essential to
our health.  Salt was so vital to ancient civilizations that it was often used as currency, included with food
offerings to God, or even associated with covenants (called "salt covenants").  For centuries, drying and salting
were the only known ways to preserve food.  Right after giving the beatitudes, Jesus asked that we be the 'salt of
the earth', that we be the ones to enact the beatitudes, fighting against the decay in society by being
peacemakers and the children of God.  Countless individuals have shown how we can, in small ways, be the
'salt of the earth'.  Villagers in France quietly hid Jewish refugees and helped them to escape to Switzerland,
nothing earth-shaking as far as the war was concerned, but they were simply being 'the salt of the earth'.  Those
who persuaded victorious Allied soldiers not to slaughter German prisoners of war were also enacting the
beatitudes.  The book, "I shall not hate", exemplifies how one man's peaceful stance and spirit of forgiveness,
even when three of his daughters were killed by Israel's missiles, momentarily changed the thinking of
thousands.  Peterson paraphrased the gospel reading nicely:  "You are to be the salt seasoning which brings out
the God flavours."  [JEK]

PGIMF News
February 20 Steve Heinrichs Our Aboriginal Neighbours
February 27 Joseph Dutko Lectionary readings
March 6 Sven Eriksson Lectionary readings
March 13 Hannah Dutko Julian of Norwich

Congregational Photo Board    You are especially invited to have
your picture taken for our congregational photo display in the hall. 
Diane and Jonathan will update the photo board with your most
flattering profile. Get your shots taken now!

The Wider Church
MBMSI /  MB Mission   M is part of Team C4 with MBMS
International, a team that is currently working together on fund
raising to go to a restricted access country. Pray that as they now set
their eyes and hearts on a June - July 2011 departure date, God
would continue to grow them as they persist in faith. 

MCC  Please continue to pray with us for the situation in Egypt.
Pray for the people of Egypt.  Pray that God will give them strength
during this time of extraordinary uncertainty and fear.  Pray for
guidance and restraint--for those who are protesting; government
leaders; and those who carry the sword.  Pray for fairness and basic
human rights so that people can live and worship in peace. Pray for the MCC workers who live in Egypt and the
Coptic Orthodox Church that gives them community and strength. Pray that the peace of God, which passes all
understanding, will prevail.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

The Friday group will be meeting this

Friday (Feb. 18) to continue our

study/discussion "The Naked

Anabaptist," by Stuart Murray. Please

read chapter 5: "Community and

Discipleship."  "Churches are called

to be committed communities of

discipleship and mission, places of

friendship, mutual accountability, and

multivoiced worship."  All are

welcome: First United Mennonite's

education building (659 East 52

Street)  on Friday,  at 10:30 a.m. 

http://www.pgimf.org


+  Vancouver Cantata Singers   invites you to a
celebration of sound in cathedral acoustics and spectacular
architecture to highlight spectacular voices and orchestra in
the Blusson Centre at VGH. The wrap-around ramp at the
Blusson Centre provides the opportunity to combine some of
the most beautiful liturgical music with a truly “surround
sound” experience! Arvo Pärt’s deeply moving Te Deum for
orchestra and choir precedes the polyphony of the great
renaissance composer, Antoine Brumel.  This concert will
also feature the world premiere of a new work by
Vancouver’s Jordan Nobles, commissioned by VCS with the
generous support of the BC Arts Council.  Saturday,
February 26 at 8:00pm at the Blusson Spinal Cord Centre,
818 W. 10th Ave.  Tickets: $25/$20 (with $10 student rush
seats at the door)

Communitas Supportive Care Services     Features their
Sounds of Celebration concert celebrating 20 years of music

and stories, and featuring collaborations with local artists Calvin Dyck, Betty Suderman, Nelson Boschman
Trio, and members of the West Coast Mennonite Chamber Choir. Join them on Friday, March 11th at 7 pm at
Trinity Christian Reformed Church. Tickets are $15 and are available at Communitas office and House of
James, for more information visit www.CommunitasCare.com/store or call 604-850-6608.

Mennonite Church BC LEAD Conference and AGM    MC-BC's annual meeting will be held in two weeks
on Friday and Saturday February 25/26.  Please see the program for the two days of conferences on the bulletin
board in the hall.  There are some excellent workshops available on a variety of topics - please see Don or
Andre if you would like to attend before Tuesday September 15th so that arrangements can be made with the
conference particularly around meals which are being catered this year. The AGM business meeting itself will
take place on Saturday and all are welcome to attend.

Mennonite Girls Can Cook

Check out the Mennonite Girls Can Cook

blog, begun in 2008 with a huge following

featuring a total of 2 million hits on their

blog this week.  More than simply sharing

recipes, they really want to nurture

fellowship and encourage others. Their

Sunday blog posts are never a recipe but a

spiritual reflection – food for the soul.  With

the royalties from their cookbook, they have

chosen to support the MCC Good Shepherd

Shelter in Ukraine. You are invited to read

their story on MCC-BC’s website which

includes links to their blog at:

http://mennonitegirlscancook.blogspot.com/ 

As once was done for us, so may we do unto others...

The Point Grey and West Side area churches are examining the possibility of extending the hand of
friendship to a sixth Palestinian refugee family now living in Al Hol camp in the Syrian desert.  They fled
Palestine in 1948 for Iraq, and in 2005-2006 they fled Iraq to the Syrian desert to a UNHCR camp, which
is being closed by the end of March. The parents are in their late twenties/early thirties, with two boys
aged 5 and 2, and a girl aged 6.        

Heather MacDonald, the former national UCC (United Church) coordinator for refugees has been working
on a voluntary basis in Vancouver, arranging last year for about 50 Palestinians to be settled here.  They
are making good progress.  In the late fall the Canadian government asked if she could find sponsors for 6
more Palestinian families - families who are related to those who are already here.
     
This week it was ascertained that sponsors for 5 families exist, and now only the sixth family needs
sponsorship.  The cost for 1 year is about $25,000, and 5 - 10 people need to be willing to work with the
family on a regular basis to support them and get them settled.  After a year there is no financial
responsibility for the sponsoring group. However, the friendship can and will remain for life.         

The churches of the Point Grey Ministerial have invited any attenders or churches that want to work with
them to make this happen.  Henry Neufeld will attend a meeting of the proposed church sponsors this
week to gather further information.  You are requested to give consideration to this proposal, propose a
suitable contact person from our fellowship, consider whether this meets the needs set out in our church
budget, and to contact Don or Rosie with your thoughts.... before they contact you.

http://www.CommunitasCare.com/store
http://mennonitegirlscancook.blogspot.com/


Romans 4:13-25

 For the promise that he would inherit the world13

did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of
faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be14

the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For15

the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,
neither is there violation.

 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that16

the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to
all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham
(for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I17

have made you the father of many nations’)—in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives
life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed18

that he would become ‘the father of many nations’,
according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall your
descendants be.’ He did not weaken in faith when19

he considered his own body, which was already as
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old),
or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s
womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the20

promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he
gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God21

was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his22

faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now23

the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were written not
for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be24

reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus
our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to25

death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.    [NRSV]

Psalm 119:1 - 8

 Happy are those whose way is blameless,1

   who walk in the law of the Lord.
 Happy are those who keep his decrees,2

   who seek him with their whole heart,
 who also do no wrong,3

   but walk in his ways.
 You have commanded your precepts4

   to be kept diligently.

 O that my ways may be steadfast5

   in keeping your statutes!
 Then I shall not be put to shame,6

   having my eyes fixed on all your commandments.
 I will praise you with an upright heart,7

   when I learn your righteous ordinances.
 I will observe your statutes;8

   do not utterly forsake me.     [NRSV]

1 Corinthians 3:1 - 9

And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to1

you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the
flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not
solid food, for you were not ready for solid food.
Even now you are still not ready, for you are still of3

the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and
quarrelling among you, are you not of the flesh, and
behaving according to human inclinations? For4

when one says, ‘I belong to Paul’, and another, ‘I
belong to Apollos’, are you not merely human?

 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants5

through whom you came to believe, as the Lord
assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but6

God gave the growth. So neither the one who plants7

nor the one who waters is anything, but only God
who gives the growth. The one who plants and the8

one who waters have a common purpose, and each
will receive wages according to the labour of each.
For we are God’s servants, working together; you9

are God’s field, God’s building.     [NRSV]



CREATING THE CHURCH OF TOMORROW
A prayer by Archbishop Oscar Romero 

     It helps, now and then, to step back and take the long view.
              The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts,
                        It is even beyond our vision.

 
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent

enterprise that is God’s work. Nothing we do is complete.

Which is another way of saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said. No prayer fully expresses our faith.

No confession brings perfection; no pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the Church’s mission.

No set of goals and objectives includes everything.

This is what we are about.
We plant seeds that one day will grow.

We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold further promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.

We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond our capabilities.

We cannot do everything and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well.

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way,
an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest.

We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between
The Master builder and the worker.

We are workers, not Master builders, and ministers, not Messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.  

AMEN.


