
Website of the day
 A traditional upbringing has been
abandoned for a modern lifestyle. 
Yet Cornie still gets questions
every day.  Read his blog at
http://www.insidethebuggy.com/ 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org        E-mail: info@pgimf.org

February 17th, 2013
Speaker:    J. Evan Kreider

Worship leader: Laura Eriksson Song Leader: Edwin Hintz
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Peter Neudorf

Communion will be served and all are welcome who call Christ Lord
Please join us after the service in the lounge for coffee and fellowship

Last Sunday    On February 10th, Thomas Bergen (resident of Menno and graduate student at
Regent) spoke on "the Slavery of Death".  As the church reflected on Christ's death, they
initially associated sin with death and the devil, concluding that Jesus came to destroy the
devil and all that is evil (Christus victor).  St Paul talks of the body (soma), of Jesus becoming
embodied, and also wrote about sary, or of our very "flesh" being equated with a sinful nature. 
Romans speaks of our inner conflict over good and evil, and Hebrews 2.14-16 of our fear of
death.  Many older people can recall how death and dying used to be completely integrated
into family life--families caring for their elders at home, their homes eventually serving as a
hospice where people died and remained in state, families even gathering to dig the grave
near the church.  With the professionalization of death (hospitals, hospices, funeral homes,
cremation, cemeteries far removed from daily city life), death is being viewed very differently. 
Is this because we are no longer enslaved to death, or is it because we fear death, its messiness
and finality.  Is our modern society actually more fearful of death than earlier generations,
leading us into another type of slavery of fear?  What can deliver us from this growing fear? 
Thomas promised a sequel to this talk, leaving us with a final thought:  "He who does not fear
death is outside the tyranny of the devil."  [JEK] 

PGIMF News
February 24th Karl Brown -
March 3rd Laura Eriksson Lectionary texts
March 10th Rosie Perera -
March 17th Janice Kreider -

House Group   The Friday Group will meet this Friday
(Feb. 22) to conclude our current series, this one on "A
Case for A Peace Church Identity" at the First Mennonite
Education building, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  All welcome.

( Potluck lunch next week!  All are invited to share with
us after the service a potluck lunch served in the dining
room. Bring your friends and a little extra to share!

The Wider Church
MCC   MCC is increasing humanitarian aid to Syrian refugees who are struggling to survive this
winter. You can help. Learn more when you visit bc.mcc.org or contact our office toll free at
 1-888-622-6337. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.tenthousandvillages.com/
http://www.thevillagecasketmaker.com/
http://www.apologeticscanada.com/
http://www.insidethebuggy.com/
http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


Mennonite Church BC AGM/LEAD Conference    All are invited February 23rd to the MCBC
Annual General Meeting and LEAD Conference featuring David Augsburger, author of
Dissident Discipleship, the workbook used at the conference this year.  Delegates to the AGM
are wanted, which will be at Bethel MC (24687 - 56th Ave. In Langley) beginning at 9:00 am
(8:30 am registration) until lunch.  The LEAD conference follows immediately after lunch from
1:30 - 4:30 pm at a cost of $10. For more info or to be a delegate, please contact Andre.

Hear David Augsburger speak     This ordained minister in the Mennonite Church and Senior
Professor of pastoral care and counseling at Fuller Seminary, will speak at Emmanuel
Mennonite Church, 3471 Clearbook Road, Abbotsford, B.C. on Friday, February 22, 2013 at 7
pm. There is no cost to attend, but an offering will be taken.  To reserve seats at the tables
please phone or email, by February 19 to Ed Janzen: (contact info available from webmaster)

Vancouver Cantata Singers   You are invited to join the Cantata Singers at a new and vibrant
space - the West Atrium of the Life Sciences Institute at UBC.  This concert features Brahms’ A
German Requiem, To Words of the Holy Scriptures, Op. 45 with special guests Jacob Bogaart
and Kenneth Broadway.  Tickets $30 ($25 S/S) from Brown Paper Tickets directly on the
Cantata Singers website at www.vancouvercantatasinger.org . 

AMBS Webinars    Join AMBS live on-line for the latest Webinars
• Feeding the Spiritual Hungers of Contemporary Christians presented by Marlene Kropf

and Daniel P. Schrock.  Wednesday, February 20, 2:00-3:30 p.m.
• Expanding Your Ministry: Getting Started in Group Spiritual Direction presented by

Marlene Kropf and Daniel P. Schrock   Wednesday, February 20, 7:30-8:45 p.m.
Register by February 15th (if you can)  For more details or to register for this and other AMBS
Webinars, visit www.ambs.edu/webinars.

Joel 2:1-2,  12-17

1 Blow the trumpet in Zion;
   sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
   for the day of the Lord is coming, it is
near—
2 a day of darkness and gloom,
   a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness spread upon the mountains
   a great and powerful army comes;
their like has never been from of old,
   nor will be again after them
   in ages to come. 

[..]

12 Yet even now, says the Lord,
   return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with
mourning;
13   rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord, your God,
   for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love,
   and relents from punishing.

14 Who knows whether he will not turn and
relent,
   and leave a blessing behind him,
a grain-offering and a drink-offering
   for the Lord, your God?

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion;
   sanctify a fast;
call a solemn assembly;
16   gather the people.
Sanctify the congregation;
   assemble the aged;
gather the children,
   even infants at the breast.
Let the bridegroom leave his room,
   and the bride her canopy.

17 Between the vestibule and the altar
   let the priests, the ministers of the Lord,
weep.
Let them say, ‘Spare your people, O Lord,
   and do not make your heritage a mockery,
   a byword among the nations.
Why should it be said among the peoples,
   “Where is their God?” ’     [NRSV]

http://www.vancouvercantatasinger.org
http://www.ambs.edu/webinars


To Keep a True Lent
Robert Herrick

Is this a Fast, to keep
     The larder lean?

And clean
From fat of veals and sheep!
Is it to quit the dish
     of flesh, yet still

To fill
The platter high with fish?
Is it to fast an hour
     Or ragg’d to go,

Or show
A down-cast look and sour?

No; ‘tis a Fast to dole
     Thy sheave of wheat

And meat
Unto the hungry soul.
It is to fast from strife
     From old debate,

And hate;
To circumcise thy life.
To show a heart grief-rent;
     To starve thy sin,

Not bin;
And that’s to keep thy Lent.

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

1 ‘Beware of practising your piety before
others in order to be seen by them; for then
you have no reward from your Father in
heaven.

2 ‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound a
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, so that
they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you,
they have received their reward. 3But when
you give alms, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, 4so that your
alms may be done in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.

5 ‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in
the synagogues and at the street corners, so
that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell
you, they have received their reward. 6But
whenever you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who is
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret

will reward you.

[..]

16 ‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal,
like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces so as to show others that they are
fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received
their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on
your head and wash your face, 18so that your
fasting may be seen not by others but by your
Father who is in secret; and your Father who
sees in secret will reward you.

19 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; 20but store
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where
thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

[NRSV]

Quote of the Day

"Spirituality cannot be found at the end of a search for self-fulfillment.  Spirituality does
not lie at the end of a drive for gratified greed.  Spirituality does not associate itself with
the lifelong quest for power and dominance.  Subversive spirituality may lead to hard
choices, major decisions, and courageous positions that challenge a society, a nation and
the world.  But its authenticity is seen most clearly in the little things, the local situation,
the daily actions of simple faithfulness to the compassionate way."

(From Dissident Discipleship by David Augsburger, p. 208)



Psalm 51: 1-17

All: 1 Have mercy on me, O God,
   according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
   blot out my transgressions.

Women: 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
   and cleanse me from my sin.

Men: 3 For I know my transgressions,
   and my sin is ever before me.

Women: 4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
   and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
   and blameless when you pass judgement.

Men: 5 Indeed, I was born guilty,
   a sinner when my mother conceived me.

Women: 6 You desire truth in the inward being;
   therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.

Men: 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

Women: 8 Let me hear joy and gladness;
   let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.

Men: 9 Hide your face from my sins,
   and blot out all my iniquities.

All: 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
   and put a new and right spirit within me.

Men: 11 Do not cast me away from your presence,
   and do not take your holy spirit from me.

Women: 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
   and sustain in me a willing spirit.

Men: 13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
   and sinners will return to you.

Women: 14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God,
   O God of my salvation,
   and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.

Men: 15 O Lord, open my lips,
   and my mouth will declare your praise.

Women: 16 For you have no delight in sacrifice;
   if I were to give a burnt-offering, you would not be pleased.

All: 17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
   a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

[NRSV]


