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Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service  will be led by Don
Teichroeb, Andre Pekovich will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Peter Neudorf is
your usher.  Later we will hear from Henry Kliewer who will be speaking on covenant-making.  For now parents
are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they do not feel their children
wish to remain in the chapel during the service  Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the lounge after the
service.  

Last Sunday   Paul Thiessen spoke from Revelation1:1-8, in a message that was intended for our last Sunday of
the church year in 2006, for the service that was snowed out.  Appropriate to the end of the church year, this is
one of the most difficult books of the Bible to place in its proper context.  Paul spoke of his experiences visiting
Patmos years ago, visiting some of the 300 churches on it, including the chapel where John received the
revelation, ostensibly from a cleft in the ceiling.  Though Paul claims to have experienced no great revelatory
understanding of his own, he was inspired by Eugene Peterson’s book Reverse Thunder which gave Paul many
insights. John, beloved of Jesus, was theologian, poet and pastor, and dictated Revelation as a poem of allusion
and imagery. In writing this book to the churches of Asia Minor, John’s background as missionary for Christ in
an era of increasing emperor-worship, subjected him to imprisonment, forcing John to use images of dazzling
perplexity to get his message across.  The misreading of Revelation as text and not poetry makes it
incomprehensible.  We do not have more information after we have read a poem, we have more experience. The
beasts of Scripture that John saw in Rev came from the Spirit, not from John’s imagination, and that the message
- things are not as they seem to be - requires the spirit of God to interpret. No attempt is to be made to predict the
future with this text - Scripture elsewhere warns against it.  The warnings and blessings contained in text are not
just for the churches in the province of Asia, but to all churches.  And if there is any doubt, the last verse in the
day’s text was the identification of the God who gives this revelation - the God of the past, of the present and of
the future. [AP]    

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
February 25 Derek Carr Prayer
March 4 Matthia Langone The Burning Bush
March 11 Paul Burns Christian Lives in the 4th Cent.
March 18 Columbia Bible College Christian Education

Parking   You are requested to help the Menno Simons Centre be a good neighbour in the neighbourhood.  To
enable house residents to park in front of their own houses, you are requested not to park on the north side of 11th

Ave., but instead to park on the south side of 11th Ave or on Crown St. while attending services.  Thank you.

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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 ����Potluck!  Don’t forget potluck lunch next week!  Bring as you are led...but please make sure you bring
enough for everyone and a little extra!

Please see the PGIMF website Harold Neufeld’s work with the Tierra Nueva project. This project helps house
the marginalized, largely illegal Latino population of Burlington, WA who keep the farms prosperous for low
wages.

Many autobiographies have been written in our congregation (yet one more measure of the breadth of talent
available here), all telling fascinating stories of escape from hardship in the old country to make a new life in
Canada.  Helmut Lemke is the latest to make his available.  “Crossing Frontiers" is a story about life under
Hitler's National Socialists, experiences during and after WW II, searching for his mother in occupied West
Prussia, being a refugee in East Germany, fleeing to West Germany, studying there and in the USA.  Please see
Helmut for details or to purchase your own copy.

�Please see the back of your bulletin for the nominations list and nominate your favourite for any of the open
positions!  New attenders are especially welcome nominate others or themselves.  Now is also the time to start
thinking about reports from all church officers for our AGM at the end of April.

Please make plans to stay after church on March 4th for the launching for the Hope for Haiti Cookbook, a
fundraiser that Edward and Frieda Epp have worked hard on to raise funds for International Child Care who
are working at making a difference in Haiti and the Dominican Republic.  

The Wider Church
MBMSI   As you pray today for Melvin and Gudrun Warkentin, MBMSI missionaries to Paraguay, praise God
for a safe return to Asuncion after MINA (Ministry in North America.) The Warkentins' primary focus is training
indigenous people by providing Bible teachers at the Indian Bible Institute in Yalve Sanga.

Regent College   In the latest ion the series of free public lectures, Jonathan R. Wilson will be speaking on
Ancient-Future, Ekklesial, Emergent, Missional, New Monasticism? Practicing Theology for a Practicing Church. 
The lecture, held in the chapel at Regent College will be followed by a booksigning of Why Church Matters:
Worship, Ministry & Mission in Practice. Tuesday February 27th at 7:30pm. Come early for a good seat. 

MCC  Please be in prayer for the delegation of 13 U.S. religious leaders who will be visiting Iran next week
(February 17-25) in order to deepen dialogue between religious and political leaders there in the hope of defusing
tensions between the U.S. and Iran. The visit is being coordinated by Mennonite Central Committee and the
American Friends Service Committee. Members represent Mennonite, Quaker, Episcopal, Catholic and United
Methodist churches as well as several ecumenical Christian organizations. The group will be taking wall-
hangings quilted by Amish and Mennonite women and handmade ceramic oil lamps, made by Dick Lehman of
Goshen, Ind., to give to Iranian leaders as symbols of peace and reconciliation. For more updates on the
delegation visit, go to www.irandelegation.org.

Sherbrooke Mennonite church each week hosts the Refugee Food Bank in concert with MCC to help 8 families
of refugesss through the difficult transition to life in Canada.  The are in need of volunteers to help out on
Thursday for the distribution and relating to the refugees.  If you can help, please call Vicki at the church office -
327-3913
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Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir  invites to a special Celtic concert in celebration of St. David’s Day with special
guests I Tromboni at Ryerson United Church, 2195 W. 45th Ave. on Saturday February 24th at 8:00 pm.  Tickets
$20/$16 s/s available from the choir office at  or call Ticketmaster at 604-280-4444.

Conference on Thomas Merton   Finding Hope in a Time of Despair: Sat. March 3, 9am-5pm. Based on the life
and thought of Thomas Merton, 20th century monk, social critic, poet, East-West philosopher, and prophet, this
conference explores a spiritual response to despair over global warming, terrorism, nukes, consumerism, etc.
Plenaries with Don Grayston, Ron Dart, nine concurrent sessions & a contemplative closing with music by Ron
des Cotes. Sponsors: Thomas Merton Society of Canada & Canadian Memorial Church & Centre for Peace. 1825
W. 16th Ave, Vanc. $35 (w lunch), $20 half day. Contact  or 604-669-2546

MC Canada Call for Seminar proposals

Mennonite Church Canada’s Annual Assembly is being held at Mennonite Educational Institute in
Abbotsford, BC from July 3-6, 2007. The theme is “Built to Last” based on 1 Cor 3:11 “For no one can lay
any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” We expect about 500
adults and 500 youth from across Canada at this gathering. We invite you to participate at Abbotsford 2007 by leading a
seminar or a Bible study based on this scripture. 

If you are interested in presenting a seminar or leading a Bible study, please complete the attached application form and
return this information to our office by Tuesday, April 10, 2007. Assembly planning staff will make final decisions
regarding seminar offerings by May 15. You will then be notified whether your seminar proposal has been
accepted and what time slot you have been assigned.

Seminars and Bible studies have enriched the Assembly experience for many people. Seminars that focus on equipping
individuals and congregations for faithful living and ministry are particularly welcome. Please note that all afternoon
seminar times are open to both adults and youth. We invite you to consider how your seminar can be inviting to all ages.

If you wish to participate in Assembly events other than your seminar, you must register. Beginning March 1, please visit
www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/abbotsford07/ to register online or download a registration form. Register and book
lodging early to avoid disappointment. We are not able to cover registration, meals, travel or lodging costs for seminar
leaders. However, as a token of thanks for your participation in the Assembly, all seminar leaders will receive a small
honorarium by mail after the Assembly. Please fill out the attached information and return to our office by Tuesday, April
10: 

Mennonite Church Canada 
Attention: Annual Assembly Planning, 
600 Shaftesbury Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3P 0M4

(Application form available from Congregational Coordinator by e-mail or online at website above) 



Exodus 20:1-20
1 Then God spoke all these words:

2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall
have no other gods before me.

4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in
the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is
on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship
them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God,
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the
third and the fourth generation of those who reject me,
6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth
generation of those who love me and keep my
commandments.

7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the
Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone
who misuses his name.

8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9For six
days you shall labour and do all your work. 10But the
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you
shall not do any work—you, your son or your
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or
the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in
them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord

blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.

12 Honour your father and your mother, so that your
days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is
giving you.

13 You shall not murder.

14 You shall not commit adultery.

15 You shall not steal.

16 You shall not bear false witness against your
neighbour.

17 You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you
shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that
belongs to your neighbour.

18 When all the people witnessed the thunder and
lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain
smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a
distance, 19and said to Moses, ‘You speak to us, and
we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we
will die.’ 20Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid;
for God has come only to test you and to put the fear
of him upon you so that you do not sin.’

John 13:34
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of
Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in
him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.
33Little children, I am with you only a little longer.
You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now

I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34I
give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love
one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another.’

2 Corinthians 5:17-20
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a
human point of view; even though we once knew
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no
longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is
a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! 18All this is from God,
who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has

given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting
the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his
appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God. 


