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Epiphany 7
Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Henry Neufeld; Andre
Pekovich will lead us in song, Titus Gregory will accompany at the piano, and Peter Neudorf is your usher.  Later
we will be hearing from Dr. Veronica Dyck whose message is entitled Restored to Wholeness: Forgiveness &
Healing based on Mark 2:1-12, plus lectionary for Epiphany 7.   Please join us in the lounge after service for
coffee and fellowship.  Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding
on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any church board
member for more information.

Last Sunday   Jon Nofziger showed us a number of photos--light coming into
a dark room through a crack, a flower blooming in a harsh desert, a tiny urban
garden planted on a pile of rubble in Haiti, a Jew who received a heart
transplanted from a generous Palestinian donor.  We have our own desert
blossoms in our time's of crisis, reminding us that God's purposes can shine
forth at all times.  Naaman (2 Kings 5) was at the height of his military and
political career when his self-image was ruined by a distasteful skin disease,
meaning that he no longer 'looked the part'.  An unnamed Jewish slave girl
was a flower in his desert, offering him hope of a cure.  Naaman was slighted
when the prophet did come to see him; do we think God must personally look
after us according to our expectations?  Naaman tried to purchase healing; a black criminal market supplies
human organs world-wide as transplants, no questions asked; do Christians with resources expect to receive better
health care than others?  Naaman was not healed by faith alone but had to act.  How do we experience of the
reality of God in our lives, light entering in cracks in the darkness of our lives?  [JEK]

PGIMF News
February 26 Michael Thomas Lent I
March 4 Rosie Perera Lectionary 
March 11 Santosh Ninan Lent III
March 18 TBA Lent IV

The Wider Church
MB Mission Jon & Bonnie Esau are serving God in Thailand.  Pray for their studies of the Thai language, and for
continued health and protection. 

The Lookout Gallery   at Regent College joyfully presents The (almost) Annual Regent Community Exhibition,
a presentation of the talents of the Regent college community.  Runs February 15 to March 23 with an opening
reception on Wednesday, February 15 from 4:30 – 7:30pm.  All welcome! 

MCBC visioning meeting.  Gerd Bartel (Mennonite Church Canada) has extended an invitation to key players at
PGIMF to attend a Saturday morning Pastor’s visioning team meeting to envision the future of the church amid
declining interest and shrinking congregations.  The conference would like to help churches think about their
vision and is calling all churches to attend this event Saturday March 3  in the morning at Emmanuel rd

MCC Service Opportunity    MCC welcomes inquiries for Area Director - Europe and Middle East Interested
individuals are asked to contact Amgad Tadros at 204-261-6381 or e-mail (available from webmaster)  For more
information please visit our website at mcc.org/serve/positions/volunteer 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Potluck Sunday
Join us after the service next
Sunday for potluck lunch and
bring your friends as well as a
little something else for
yourselves and the students. 

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:amgadtadros@mennonitecc.ca


BCMB Annual Convention    Planning is well under way for this year's BCMB Annual Convention to be held at
Broadway MB Church in Chilliwack on May 4 & 5 based on the theme “Enable your Servants” from Acts 4. 
Further details as they come out. 

Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2012     The Assembly 2012 will be held at the Sheraton Vancouver
Airport Hotel, Richmond, BC, from July 12 to 15. Some of the delegates will be wanting to stay with a billet.   If
you can provide a place for delegates that is pet free, scent free, and smoke free environment, please contact our
Billet Coordinator, John Sawatzky, via email: assembly2012billet@gmail.com or by phone: (604) 278-4661.
Please state whether single or double occupancy is available and transportation can be provided to the assembly
venue. May God bless for your hospitality!" 

Pacific Theatre presents John Patrick Shanley’s staging of Doubt, a Parable.  In 1960s Bronx, a school of young
students overseen by a nun falls into conflict when a new teacher accuses a priest of excessive interest in one of
the students.  Directed by Ron Reed, and featuring Erla Forsyth and Giovanni Mocibob.  Runs March 2-31 from
Wednesday to Saturday.  All shows at 8:00 pm, and Saturday matinees at 2:00 pm.  Tickets $11.50 – $29.50 from
the box office at 604.731.5518 or by on-line at: https://tickets.pacifictheatre.org

Mennonite Church BC AGM and 75th Anniversary Celebration and LEAD Conference.  Featuring Stuart
Murray, author of The Naked Anabaptist, the LEAD conference runs Friday March 2  from 9:00 am - 3:00 pmnd

and the AGM on Saturday March 3  begins at 1:00 pm, with the banquet at 5:30 pm.  Registration deadlinerd

February 21 !   Delegates wanted - please Don or Andre to register for the LEAD conference and the AGM.st

Tickets for the banquet are $25 and are available at various church offices in the Lower Mainland or the MC-BC
Office: #100 – 32025 George Ferguson Way, Abbotsford. For more information, consult www.mcbc.ca or call
604-850-6658.   ***Note: tickets now available from PGIMF - see Andre.  Last week to purchase!***
 
MC Canada’s Peace Ministry   You are invited to support a fundraiser and info night for Mennonite Church
Canada's peace ministry in the Philippines featuring Dann and Joji Pantoja.  Enjoy their Coffee for Peace brand,
along with snacks, presentations, and inspiration about reconciliation in a land of conflict. March 4th, 5:00 pm at
Peace Mennonite Church (11571 Daniels Rd Richmond, BC). Please RSVP, or send donations to: Daniel Horne at
www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/pmf or contact or (204) 960-5234. 

For inquiring minds   The Carr Lectures on Faith and Reason present two challenging ideas from science and the
response of religion.  Fr. Guy Consolmagno, curator of the Vactican’s meteorite collection at Cstel Gaoldolfo,
will give two talks; the first on Saturday, February 25  at 7:30 pm at the HR MacMillan Space Centre, 1100th

Chestnut St., Vancouver is entitled Pluto and The Vatican: How do Science and Religion handle changes in our
understanding of reality?  Admission by donation ($20 suggested) but reservations recommended: 604-738-7827
ext. 270.  The second is entitled Discarded Worlds; Astronomical ideas that were almost correct... takes place
Monday, February 27th at the Hebb Theatre - UBC, 2045 East Mall, Vancouver.  Admission is free; doors open at
6:30pm; lecture begins at 7:00pm.  For more information, see  http://corpuschristi.ca/carr-lectures 

Regent College Lectures    
For those who have ever ventured forth into the pulpit (and for those who would like to as well!) you are
invited to attend this public lecture, Connect! Effective Speaking, Preaching & Teaching, led by Dr. John
Stackhouse, who offers you tested advice on how to speak better.  Early registration (til Feb. 22 ) $25 or $30 atnd

the door.  Register in person with the Academic Secretary (opposite the Look Out Gallery at Regent College).
For more information contact the Academic Secretary at Academic.Secretary@regent-college.edu

Renew your understanding of the NT in conference with Rikk Watts in Reframing Romans 9-11: What’s your
view of God, Israel, and the Church?   These few chapters of Paul’s writing have sparked debate and
polarization as Paul leads NT readers through Israel’s history. In this series of lectures, Rikk Watts, who has
spent the last twenty years working in the area of the “New Testament use of the Old Testament” will do just
that. What stands revealed is how crucial it is for Christians to know Israel's story if they are to read the New
Testament and understand it well.  Friday, March 2nd at 7:30pm–Saturday, March 3rd at 9:30am-3:00pm in the
Chapel at Rgent College.  Cost: $15 - all welcome!

mailto:assembly2012billet@gmail.com
http://www.mcbc.ca
http://www.bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/banquets
mailto:dhorne@mennonitechurch.ca
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/pmf


Mark 2:1-12

When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it1

was reported that he was at home. So many gathered2

around that there was no longer room for them, not
even in front of the door; and he was speaking the
word to them. Then some people came, bringing to3

him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. And4

when they could not bring him to Jesus because of
the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and
after having dug through it, they let down the mat on
which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith,5

he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
Now some of the scribes were sitting there,6

questioning in their hearts, “Why does this fellow7

speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive

sins but God alone?” At once Jesus perceived in his8

spirit that they were discussing these questions
among themselves; and he said to them, “Why do
you raise such questions in your hearts? Which is9

easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat and
walk’? But so that you may know that the Son of10

Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” —he said
to the paralytic— “I say to you, stand up, take your11

mat and go to your home.” And he stood up, and12

immediately took the mat and went out before all of
them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God,
saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” 

[NRSV]

Isaiah 43:18-25

Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One14

of Israel: For your sake I will send to Babylon and
break down all the bars, and the shouting of the
Chaldeans will be turned to lamentation. I am the15

Lord, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your
King. Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the16

sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings out17

chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down,
they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like
a wick: Do not remember the former things, or18

consider the things of old. I am about to do a new19

thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I
will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the
desert. The wild animals will honor me, the jackals20

and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen
people, the people whom I formed for myself so21

that they might declare my praise.

Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob; but you22

have been weary of me, O Israel! You have not23

brought me your sheep for burnt offerings, or
honored me with your sacrifices. I have not burdened
you with offerings, or wearied you with frankincense.

You have not bought me sweet cane with money, or24

satisfied me with the fat of your sacrifices. But you
have burdened me with your sins; you have wearied
me with your iniquities. I, I am He who blots out25

your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not
remember your sins. Accuse me, let us go to trial;26

set forth your case, so that you may be proved right.
Your first ancestor sinned, and your interpreters27

transgressed against me. Therefore I profaned the28

princes of the sanctuary, I delivered Jacob to utter
destruction, and Israel to reviling.     [NRSV]

2 Corinthians 1:18-22

Since I was sure of this, I wanted to come to you15

first, so that you might have a double favor; I wanted16

to visit you on my way to Macedonia, and to come
back to you from Macedonia and have you send me on

17to Judea. Was I vacillating when I wanted to do this?
Do I make my plans according to ordinary human
standards, ready to say “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the
same time? As surely as God is faithful, our word to18

you has not been “Yes and No.” For the Son of God,19

Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you,
Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not “Yes and No”;
but in him it is always “Yes.” For in him every one20

of God’s promises is a “Yes.” For this reason it is
through him that we say the “Amen,” to the glory of
God. But it is God who establishes us with you in21

Christ and has anointed us, by putting his seal on us22

and giving us his Spirit in our hearts as a first
installment.    [NRSV]



Psalm 41

Happy are those who consider the poor; the Lord1

delivers them in the day of trouble.

The Lord protects them and keeps them alive; they2

are called happy in the land. You do not give them up
to the will of their enemies.

The Lord sustains them on their sickbed; in their3

illness you heal all their infirmities.

As for me, I said, “O Lord, be gracious to me; heal4

me, for I have sinned against you.”

My enemies wonder in malice when I will die, and5

my name perish.

And when they come to see me, they utter empty6

words, while their hearts gather mischief; when they
go out, they tell it abroad.

All who hate me whisper together about me; they7

imagine the worst for me.

They think that a deadly thing has fastened on me,8

that I will not rise again from where I lie.

Even my bosom friend in whom I trusted, who ate of9

my bread, has lifted the heel against me.

But you, O Lord, be gracious to me, and raise me up,10

that I may repay them.

By this I know that you are pleased with me;11

because my enemy has not triumphed over me.

But you have upheld me because of my integrity,12

and set me in your presence forever.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, from13

everlasting to everlasting. Amen and Amen.   
[NRSV]

Wordsmith wanted!

Dear BCMB Churches,

Our planning is well under way for this year's BCMB Annual Convention to be held at Broadway MB Church in Chilliwack
on May 4 and 5. As a planning team we purpose to be intentional this year about having the Convention content and
Convention book be a wide representation of our churches, ministries and ethnicities. In keeping with this goal we would like
to ask you to consider submitting a small paragraph to be included in our Convention book which ties in with this year's
theme "Enable Your Servants". Please read Acts 4 to get the theme in its context of the BCMB 2012 Convention.

Please take a look at the following questions and submit a small paragraph (40 words or less) which answers one of the
following questions.  As we need to allow adequate time for design and printing of the book please submit your paragraph no
later than April 15th, 2012.

Please choose 1 of the following questions and submit your answer (40 words or less) via email or mail to our conference
office by April 15th, 2012:

* How does/has being with Jesus changed you or impacted your ministry?
* What is a phrase that might best describe your church?
* When or with whom has your church had the opportunity to be the hands and feet of Christ this year?
* Where can you see God at work in your city and how has your church been a part of this?
* Why can your church not stop speaking about Christ?
* Could you tell about a time when what transpired was only explainable "by the power of Jesus"?
* Share about the person who, after looking to all other means found that salvation was found "in no other

name".
* How and when was it obvious that the Lord "enabled his servants" to speak with great boldness?

Thank you for the ministry your church is providing in your city. We look forward to the answers we will receive and will
celebrate with the churches the impact Christ is having here in BC.
If you have any questions regarding our request please contact Kelly at the BCMB office at  604-853-6959 or Toll Free
1-888-653-9933.

On behalf of the Design Team for BCMB 2012 Convention,

Merv Boschman, Marilyn Hiebert, Denise Kneebone, Kelly Rader 


