
Moderator—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819); Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Karen Peters (604-264-1753); 
Pastoral Concerns—Herb Reesor (604-224-5245), Sue Dudoward (604-876-4114) 
Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Music—Eric Hannan (604-325-5065) 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 
web site:   www.pgimf.org     E-mail:   pgimf@pgimf.org 

 
February 23, 2003 

 
Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service is led by Rosie Perera, J. Evan Kreider 
will be leading us in song and Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano. This week we take a break from our 
series on Acts to hear from Rosie speaking on “Soul Food: The Metaphysical Poetry of George Herbert ” .  Bre’el 
Davis and Erika Hannan are in charge of children’s church, and Barton and Carman Thiessen will be with the 
toddlers.   
 
Please stay with us after the service for potluck lunch - there is always lots of food. 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.  We 
begun this week on #142 
 
Just a reminder that those of you who are not members and wish to become one or transfer your membership are 
encouraged to speak to Erna.  We appreciate your contributions and commitment to this congregation. 
 
House Groups:   The Friday morning group will meet this week (February 28) at the Neufelds’ at 9:30 am.  The 
‘every other Monday’ evening home group hosted by Tiechroebs’ meets next Monday. 
 
Upcoming speakers 
 
 March 2 George and Victoria Hobson Acts 9: 
 March 9 J. Evan Kreider   Lent I: Liturgical service (Communion)  
 March 16 Mark Greenstreet  John 14:  Jesus is the way to God (Lent II) 
 March 23 Veronica Dyck   John 15:  Jesus the True Vine (Lent III)  
  
Prayer requests: [ask for details]. 
 
A ‘community of caring and concern’ has been established to examine the problem of seniors growing old in the 
community.  John Friesen would like to invite everyone with an interest in this problem to their place on March 9 
at 6:30 pm to discuss solutions.   Bring dessert and come prepared to brainstorm. 
 
The Wider Church 
 
From MBMS International:  REMEMBER RUSSIA! Kevin and Lena Hamm are MBMS International workers 
in Russia. Training leaders is a core component of their ministry. Pray for them as they begin new training 
seminars for camp leaders. Pray for the summer ministries of Camping International in Russia where many 
families are reached with the gospel.    
 
 
Vancouver Cantata Singers feature works by Albright and Bernstein inspired by Chicester Cathedral in 
England, as well as Britten’s Chorale after an old French Hymn and Scottish composer James MacMillan's 
beautiful piece, The Gallant Weaver (set to a text by Robert Burns).  The last concert is at 3:00 pm today at  West 
Van United Church.  Tickets are available at the door.    
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Regent College   presents a lecture by John Stackhouse on What’s Wrong with the Church—and How to Make it 
Right  Wednesday, Feb. 26 at 7:30 pm at the Chapel at Regent College.  A booksigning will follow featuring his 
books Church: An Insider's Look at How We Do It and Evangelical Landscapes: Facing Critical Issues of the 
Day.  More information is available at the bookstore at  
 
MBMS presents the annual Celebration Banquets for Church Partnership Evangelism-Discipleship on March 7 at 
6:00 pm at Culloden MB Church, Vancouver and March 8 at 6:00 pm at Garden Park Towers, Abbotsford. 
Please contact Betty Loeppky MBMS International Abbotsford Office 1-888-866-6267 for tickets or info. 
 
West Abbotsford Mennonite Church invites you to attend the Ordination Service for their Pastor, Karen 
Heidebrecht Thiessen. Karen has been a blessing to their church as well as the conference.  The Ordination 
Service is Sunday, March 2 at 10:00 A.M., will serve a lunch following the morning service.  All are welcome to 
come to the service and the lunch.  Further information from Rita Ewert, Administrative Secretary, West 
Abbotsford Mennonite Church, 31216 King Road, Abbotsford, B.C. [e-mail address available].  
 
Columbia Bible College Athletics will be hosting their 2nd Annual Columbia Sports Camps this coming spring 
break.  There are two weeks of camps to choose from.  Week one of the camp runs March 10-14 and week two 
runs March 17-21.   The camps are open for boys and girls born in 1990-1993 and the cost is $79.For more 
information and to register, contact Columbia Athletics at (604) 853-3567 ext.410 or email at [e-mail available].  
 
Henry Neufeld reminds us below that history repeats itself, and consequently so should prayer. 
  

The War Prayer (abridged) 
During a Sunday morning church service during "a time of great 
and exalting excitement. The country was up in arms, the war was 
on, in every breast burned the holy fire of patriotism..." None could 
remember the like of the minister’s prayer for its passionate 
pleading and moving and beautiful language "Bless our arms, grant 
us the victory, O Lord our God, Father and Protector of our land 
and flag!" 
 
An aged stranger entered and moved with slow and noiseless step 
up the main aisle.  The uninvited stranger, stepped up to the 
preacher's podium, speaking "I come from the Throne bearing a 
message from Almighty God!  God's servant and yours has prayed 
his prayer. Has he paused and taken thought? Is it one prayer? No, 
it is two - one uttered, the other not. Both have reached the ear of 
Him Who heareth all supplications, the spoken and the unspoken. 
Ponder this - keep it in mind. If you beseech a blessing upon 
yourself, beware! lest without intent you invoke a curse upon a 
neighbor at the same time. If you pray for the blessing of rain upon 
your crop which needs it, by that act you are possibly praying for a 
curse upon some neighbor's crop which may not need rain and can 
be injured by it.” 
 
“I am commissioned by God to put into words the other part of it - 
that part which the pastor, and also you in your hearts, fervently 
prayed silently. And ignorantly and unthinkingly? God grant that it 
was so!  "O Lord our Father, our young patriots, idols of our 
hearts, go forth to battle - be Thou near them! With them, in spirit, 
we also go forth from the sweet peace of our beloved firesides to 

smite the foe. O Lord our God, help us to tear their soldiers to 
bloody shreds with our shells; help us to cover their smiling 
fields with the pale forms of their patriot dead; help us to drown 
the thunder of the guns with the shrieks of their wounded, 
writhing in pain; help us to lay waste their humble homes with a 
hurricane of fire; help us to wring the hearts of their unoffending 
widows with unavailing grief; help us to turn them out roofless 
with their little children to wander unfriended the wastes of their 
desolated land in rags and hunger and thirst, sports of the sun 
flames of summer and the icy winds of winter, broken in spirit, 
worn with travail, imploring Thee for the refuge of the grave and 
denied it... For our sakes who adore Thee, Lord, blast their 
hopes, blight their lives, protract their bitter pilgrimage, make 
heavy their steps water their way with their tears, stain the white 
snow with the blood of their wounded feet! We ask it, in the 
spirit of love, of Him Who is the Source of Love, and Who is the 
ever-faithful refuge and friend of all that are sore beset and seek 
His aid with humble and contrite hearts. Amen." 

 
"Ye have prayed it; if ye still desire it, speak! The messenger of 
the Most High waits." 
 
It was believed afterward that the man was a lunatic, because 
there was no sense in what he said. 

- by Mark Twain 

 

 


