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AMBSeminary president
Sara Wenger Shenk’s blog
“Practicing Reconciliation” 
makes a great and
intriguing start. 
http://www.ambs.edu/publi
shing/blog/10153 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org        E-mail: info@pgimf.org

February 24th, 2013
Speaker:    Karl Brown

Fear, Faith & Firepower
Worship leader: Janice Kreider Song Leader: Andre Pekovich
Accompanist: Andre Pekovich Usher: Henry Neufeld
Please join us after the service in the dining room for potluck lunch - all welcome!

Last Sunday    On the first Sunday of the Lenten season Evan Kreider focussed on the three
pillars which the Jewish people believed important: giving, praying and fasting. The Talmud
describes three levels of giving: the highest is to give people work, the next, to give
anonymously to the poor, and the last level is giving to the poor and letting others know what
you’ve done. When giving alms don’t blow your own horn – do it in secrecy.  Giving to charity
and then telling others - that’s you’re reward.  Pray in secret. The key is not to draw attention
to oneself; offer prayers on behalf of all.  When fasting, don’t look dismal and don’t make a
display of it.  Jesus assumes all believers will pray, give, and fast. In Jesus day money given to
the temple would be redistributed to the poor. Today money going to churches might well go
to hiring staff and/or buildings, not the poor.  Are the three pillars – giving, praying and fasting
valid today?  Most of us are unfamiliar with personal fasting; it might well be an area needing
further exploration. Whatever we do in these areas, do it in a way that will benefit others and
God. (HN)

PGIMF News
March 3rd Laura Eriksson Lectionary texts
March 10th Rosie Perera Joshua 5:9-12
March 17th Janice Kreider -
March 24th Carl Friesen

The Wider Church
Room to Let    Ex-Menno Dave Wiebe and friends are looking for
1 Christian brother to rent an upstairs room starting March 1st. 
The house has a big living room, 2 kitchens, 2 bathrooms, 4
bedrooms and garden BBQ, a short walk from buses heading to
UBC/Regent or downtown.  Dave’s roommates are young,
Christian guys in their 20's attending Westside Church and who
host a community group at the house on Wednesday nights. 
$575/month + utilities plus shared internet and cable and free
laundry!    Call/text (number or e-mail amd address available
from webmaster) 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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MCC    You are invited to participate in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)
process at  an upcoming seminar in Abbotsford on March 9th from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.  This
preparatory conference outlines the history of the Indian Residential Schools in Canada, the
development of the TRC and information to become involved in this work of reconciliation in
BC when the TRC begins its work in Vancouver in September 2013.  The session is free and
open to the public and lunch will be provided at Emmanuel Mennonite Church, 3471
Clearbrook Rd in Abbotsford on March 9th, 9am-4pm.   Come and grow in our awareness of
First Nations issues and to fulfill our mandate as being relational people for the case of Christ.
More information is available at:  www.trc.ca and www.reconciliationcanada.ca

Regent College Free Lectures   The Series returns!  Dr. Ross Hastings outlines themes from
his recent book Missional God, Missional Church: Hope for Re-evangelizing the West.  Explore
how our thinking about God relates to the Church's mission in the world.  In the Chapel at
Regent College, Thursday February 28th at 7:30PM.  Come early for a good seat!

A Day with Stuart Murray (Williams)  Mennonite Church BC presents A Day with Stuart
Murray  discussing church planting, communities of Discernment and Resistance and
eventually, Becoming Human - the Process and Goal of Discipleship.  Through MCBC’s alliance
with Forge Canada, Murray will guide pastors in two afternoon sessions, and the larger
community in an evening session in these topics, Monday February 25th from 1:30 - 4:00 pm,
and from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm at Abbotsford Church of the Nazarene, 2390 McMillan Rd,
Abbotsford.  Register at www.forgecanada.ca and please note that the suggested donation at
the door is waived for MCBC churches. 

CBC's Cross Country Checkup broadcasts from the Atrium at Regent College on Religion
and Public Life.. Rex Murphy hosts a lively exchange of ideas with his guests in front of a live
studio audience on how religious beliefs shape public and cultural policy in this country. 
Sunday March 3rd from 1:00 - 3:00 pm (doors open at noon).   This event is free and limited
seating will be made available on a first-come, first-served basis.  For more information
contact conferences@regent-college.edu

+  New Choir seeks Younger Singers for special project   Oculus Chamber Choir is
recruiting capable singers (ages 18-30) for a short-term choral project. Born out of a love for
sacred music and its power to proclaim Christ, the focus is performing and promoting sacred
choral works of all eras, and the Anglican service of Choral Evensong. Rehearsals are March 9,
16, 23, and 30 (afternoon) with Choral Evensong (March 26) and Easter Evening Service (March
31) at St. John’s Vancouver. The project will culminate in a concert performance on the evening
of April 1st. More info at www.oculuschoir.ca or email director@oculuschoir.ca .

Columbia Bible College will be celebrating the Installation of Dr. Bryan Born as President on
Sunday, March 10, 2013, 3:00 p.m. at Ross Road Community Church in Abbotsford. Please join
us for this public welcome and blessing for ministry. 

Hemmorhaging Faith Seminar   The issue of why Canadian youth adults are leaving, staying
and returning to the church is the subject of a recent report by the Evangelical Fellowship of
Canada which produced some groundbreaking research into the topic.  Columbia Bible
College will host several seminars and workshops on this topic March 5th  and 7th  for Christian
church and educational leaders, lay people, parents and youth led by James Penner, lead
author of the report.  James (.Ed, MA) is a youth sociologist, youth worker, educator and
presently an adjunct professor of Sociology at University of Lethbridge. Please see the CBC
website for information and to register - http://www.columbiabc.edu/Hemorrhagingfaith.  
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Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

1After these things the word of the Lord came
to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be
very great.’ 2But Abram said, ‘O Lord God,
what will you give me, for I continue childless,
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?’ 3And Abram said, ‘You have given
me no offspring, and so a slave born in my
house is to be my heir.’ 4But the word of the
Lord came to him, ‘This man shall not be your
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be
your heir.’ 5He brought him outside and said,
‘Look towards heaven and count the stars, if
you are able to count them.’ Then he said to
him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’ 6And he
believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to
him as righteousness.

7 Then he said to him, ‘I am the Lord who
brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to
give you this land to possess.’ 8But he said, ‘O
Lord God, how am I to know that I shall
possess it?’ 9He said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer
three years old, a female goat three years old,
a ram three years old, a turtle-dove, and a
young pigeon.’ 10He brought him all these
and cut them in two, laying each half over
against the other; but he did not cut the birds
in two. 11And when birds of prey came down

on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep
fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying
darkness descended upon him. 13Then the
Lord said to Abram, ‘Know this for certain,
that your offspring shall be aliens in a land
that is not theirs, and shall be slaves there,
and they shall be oppressed for four hundred
years; 14but I will bring judgement on the
nation that they serve, and afterwards they
shall come out with great possessions. 15As
for yourself, you shall go to your ancestors in
peace; you shall be buried in a good old age.
16And they shall come back here in the fourth
generation; for the iniquity of the Amorites is
not yet complete.’

17 When the sun had gone down and it was
dark, a smoking fire-pot and a flaming torch
passed between these pieces. 18On that day
the Lord made a covenant with Abram,
saying, ‘To your descendants I give this land,
from the river of Egypt to the great river, the
river Euphrates, 19the land of the Kenites, the
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21the Amorites, the
Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the
Jebusites.’     [NRSV]

Luke 13:31-35

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and
said to him, ‘Get away from here, for Herod
wants to kill you.’ 32He said to them, ‘Go and
tell that fox for me, “Listen, I am casting out
demons and performing cures today and
tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my
work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day
I must be on my way, because it is impossible
for a prophet to be killed away from
Jerusalem.” 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city

that kills the prophets and stones those who
are sent to it! How often have I desired to
gather your children together as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings, and you
were not willing! 35See, your house is left to
you. And I tell you, you will not see me until
the time comes when you say, “Blessed is the
one who comes in the name of the Lord.” ’   
[NRSV]



Psalm 27

Of David.

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation;
   whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
   of whom shall I be afraid?

2 When evildoers assail me
   to devour my flesh—
my adversaries and foes—
   they shall stumble and fall.

3 Though an army encamp against me,
   my heart shall not fear;
though war rise up against me,
   yet I will be confident.

4 One thing I asked of the Lord,
   that will I seek after:
to live in the house of the Lord
   all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord,
   and to inquire in his temple.

5 For he will hide me in his shelter
   in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
   he will set me high on a rock.

6 Now my head is lifted up
   above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent

   sacrifices with shouts of joy;
I will sing and make melody to the Lord.

7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud,
   be gracious to me and answer me!
8 ‘Come,’ my heart says, ‘seek his face!’
   Your face, Lord, do I seek.
9   Do not hide your face from me.

Do not turn your servant away in anger,
   you who have been my help.
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me,
   O God of my salvation!
10 If my father and mother forsake me,
   the Lord will take me up.

11 Teach me your way, O Lord,
   and lead me on a level path
   because of my enemies.
12 Do not give me up to the will of my
adversaries,
   for false witnesses have risen against me,
   and they are breathing out violence.

13 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the
Lord
   in the land of the living.
14 Wait for the Lord;
   be strong, and let your heart take courage;
   wait for the Lord!    [NRSV]


