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February 26 , 2012th

Lent 1

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Karl Brown; Veronica
Dyck will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Henry Neufeld is your usher.  Later we
will be hearing from Michael Thomas whose message is entitled Why are you Downcast? based on the
lectionary texts for today, and communion will be served.   Please join us in the dining room after service for
potluck lunch and fellowship.  Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been made for child-
minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any
church board member for more information.

Last Sunday  The Gospel of Mark is self-described as being about 'good news' (Mark 1.1).  John prepared some
in society for a new way of thinking, and then baptized Jesus, who continued John's work.  Mark's stories
illustrated how difficult it was for people to grasp these new ideas.  Last Sunday, Veronica Dyck reviewed how
Jesus initially attracted supportive crowds (Mark, chapter 1) but then almost immediately (Mark 2) also
attracted hostile criticism.  Our morning's lectionary reading (Mark 2.1-12) took place in Capernaum, a home
base for Jesus in Galilee.  In this story, a lame man was somehow presented to Jesus by being passed through
the house roof.  As if this was not unusual enough, Jesus then further startled everybody by declaring that the
man's sins were forgiven (possibly playing on the Jewish thinking that illnesses resulted from sins).  Jesus did
not claim to be the one forgiving, but instead left that part sufficiently ambiguous to make people think. 
Nobody (including Jesus) could actually prove this declaration since the forgiveness of sins is invisible, so Jesus
then went one step farther and healed the man, something which was very visible indeed.  (We have to wonder
whether the real healing was spiritual.  For instance, we can say that we are "healed" even though we are not
physically cured.)  The crowd was "amazed", but that observation does not imply belief.  Throughout Mark's
stories, Jesus is shown performing acts of external healing as a way of demonstrating the possibility of inner
invisible healing.  The message of God (forgiveness) receives priority in these stories, often followed by
demonstrable physical healing.  We used to have very clear notions concerning sin, but now societal thinking is
changing.  Some, for example, think that crime is merely the result of behavioral problems, not sin.  We are now
forced to ask ourselves, "What is sin?"  Veronica also noted that, like the lame man and his onlookers, we need
to learn how to accept forgiveness.  These were the very same questions Jesus asked his contemporaries to
contemplate. [JEK]

PGIMF News
March 4 Rosie Perera Lectionary 
March 11 Santosh Ninan Lent III
March 18 TBA Lent IV
March 25 Joseph Dutko Lent V

Our thoughts are with Steve Krehbiel and Galen Hutcheson as Steve's mother, Evelyn, passed away in Ohio on
Ash Wednesday.  You can learn just a little about her life by reading the obituary published in the Bluffton
paper: www.blufftonicon.com/news/2012/02/24/evelyn-krehbiel-1925-2012 

The Wider Church
MB Mission    Barbara Block is serving in India.  She is a teacher at Kodaikanal International School.   Pray for
her work with needy children at Bethania Home, that God will use her to be a light, and to bless the children she
is working with. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.blufftonicon.com/news/2012/02/24/evelyn-krehbiel-1925-2012


MCBC visioning meeting.  Gerd Bartel (Mennonite Church Canada) has extended an invitation to key players
at PGIMF to attend a Saturday morning Pastor’s visioning team meeting to envision the future of the church
amid declining interest and shrinking congregations.  The conference would like to help churches think about
their vision and is calling all churches to attend this event Saturday March 3  in the morning at Emmanuel. rd

AMBS   You can meet the new president of AMBS , Sara Wenger Shenk at a dinner event hosted by AMBS at
First United Mennonite Church in Vancouver on Tuesday, March 6, at 6:30 pm.  There is no charge for the
dinner, and no formal offering will be taken, but gift envelopes will be available if you wish to make a
contribution to AMBS.  Please RSVP by Tuesday, February 28 to Suzanne Huffman, by e-mail (available from
webmaster) or by phone 1-800-964-2627, ext. 247.  See also Janice Kreider for more information.

Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2012     The Assembly 2012 will be held at the Sheraton Vancouver
Airport Hotel, Richmond, BC, from July 12 to 15. Some of the delegates will be wanting to stay with a billet.  
If you can provide a place for delegates that is pet free, scent free, and smoke free environment, please contact
our Billet Coordinator, John Sawatzky, via email: (available from webmaster) or by phone: (available from
webmaster). Please state whether single or double occupancy is available and transportation can be provided to
the assembly venue. May God bless for your hospitality!" 

Mennonite Church BC AGM and 75th Anniversary Celebration and LEAD Conference.  Featuring Stuart
Murray, author of The Naked Anabaptist, the LEAD conference runs Friday March 2  from 9:00 am - 3:00 pmnd

and the AGM on Saturday March 3  begins at 1:00 pm, with the banquet at 5:30 pm.  Registration deadlinerd

February 26 !   Delegates wanted - please Don or Andre to register for the LEAD conference and theth

AGM. Tickets for the banquet are $25 and are available at various church offices in the Lower Mainland or the
MC-BC Office: #100 – 32025 George Ferguson Way, Abbotsford. For more information, consult www.mcbc.ca
or call 604-850-6658.   ***Note: tickets now available from PGIMF - see Andre.  Last day to purchase!***

+Concerts for the Community features the Pacifica Chamber Choir, conducted by John Trotter with  Michael
Murray as organist and featuring music by Britten, Bainton, Dove, Victoria and Tallis.  Sunday March 4  7:30th

pm at St. Phillips church, 3737 W. 217  Ave.  Tickets $20, Students/seniors $15 at the door.th

Good home wanted   Carol Penner, pastor at First Mennonite Church in Vineland, Ontario asked for the
following help from April Yamasaki of Emmanuel Mennonite Church.  April hopes that we may be able to
make this request widely known in the church community.

Mujtaba is a 17 year refugee who is currently in grade 12 in St. Catharines, Ontario.  His
English is quite good, as he came from Afghanistan as a participant in a high school Youth
Exchange Program to the United States last year.  Instead of returning to Afghanistan, he came
to Canada to claim refugee status, which has been processed and approved.  His dream is to
study at the University of British Columbia.  He needs a family to board with for the school
year so he can take grade 12B, and improve his English skills.  Mujtaba is a very pleasant
courteous young man with a determined spirit.  Do you have room in your home and your life to
accommodate him for a year?  Please contact Carol Penner at (Available from webmaster)

Regent College Free Lectures
You are invited to the next series of free public lectures at Regent College beginning with Fr. Raymond de
Souza speaking on The Convivium Project of which he is editor.  Convivium aspires to restore the public
square in which all perspectives feel welcome to engage in reasoned and persuasive debate.  De Souza’s talk,
entitled Is There Room For Faith in Canada's Public Square?: An Introduction to the Convivium Project takes
place Wed. March 7 from  7:30-9:00 pm in the chapel at Regent College, and admission is free. 

On Thursday March 9 , you are invited to attend a lecture by historian Dr. John Wolffe entitled Protestantth

Crusaders?: The Evangelical Response to Catholic Revivalism.  John Wolffe is Professor of History and
Religious Studies at the Open University in Milton Keynes England. He is well known for his popular book:
The Expansion of Evangelicalism: The Age of Wilberforce, More, Chalmers, and Finney.  Lecture takes place
in the Chapel at Regent College from 9:30-11:00 am.

Come early for a good seat!

http://www.mcbc.ca


Canadian Mennonite   the Canadian Mennonite is looking for feedback from the churches to be included in a
report to the board this spring.  The survey would particularly like to know what people think of the website at
http://www.canadianmennonite.org/   To offer your feedback, please contact Linda Matties (contact information
available from webmaster)

1Peter 3:18-22

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what13

is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is14

right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and
do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify15

Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense
to anyone who demands from you an accounting for
the hope that is in you;  yet do it with gentleness and16

reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when
you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good
conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is17

better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be
God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil.

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the18

righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to

God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive
in the spirit, in which also he went and made a19

proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former20

times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the
days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which
a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through
water.

And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves21

you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into22

heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,
authorities, and powers made subject to him.    
[NRSV]

Mark 1:9-15

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee9

and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as10

he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a
dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You11

are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.” And the Spirit immediately drove him out12

into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty13

days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild
beasts; and the angels waited on him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,14

proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The15

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come
near; repent, and believe in the good news.”    
[NRSV]

Oh, the Deep Deep Love

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, vast, unmeasured, boundless, free!
Rolling as a mighty ocean in its fullness over me!
Underneath me, all around me, is the current of Thy love
Leading onward, leading homeward to Thy glorious rest above!

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, spread His praise from shore to shore!
How He loveth, ever loveth, changeth never, nevermore!
How He watches o’er His loved ones, died to call them all His own;
How for them He intercedeth, watcheth o’er them from the throne!

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, love of every love the best!
’Tis an ocean full of blessing, ’tis a haven giving rest!
O the deep, deep love of Jesus, ’tis a heaven of heavens to me;
And it lifts me up to glory, for it lifts me up to Thee!

Text: Samuel Francis (1834-1925) 

http://www.canadianmennonite.org/


Genesis 9:8-17

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him,8

“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you9

and your descendants after you, and with every10

living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as
many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant11

with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by
the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a
flood to destroy the earth.”

God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I12

make between me and you and every living creature
that is with you, for all future generations: I have set13

my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the
covenant between me and the earth. When I bring14

clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the
clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between15

me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and
the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy
all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it16

and remember the everlasting covenant between God
and every living creature of all flesh that is on the
earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the17

covenant that I have established between me and all
flesh that is on the earth.”     [NRSV]

Psalm 25:1-10

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.1

O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to2

shame; do not let my enemies exult over me.

Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;3

let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your4

paths.

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the5

God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your6

steadfast love, for they have been from of old.

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my7

transgressions; according to your steadfast love
remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!

Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs8

sinners in the way.

He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the9

humble his way.

All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and10

faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his
decrees.     [NRSV]

Lenten prayer series  
Come join your neighbours in West Point Grey at noon each Wednesday during the Lenten season for ½ hour
of worship and prayer in the Lenten vigils.  Each church will also try to offer a simple lunch of soup and bread
appropriate to the season after the service to which all are invited.

Feb 29 West Point Grey United (lunch TBA)
Mar 7 West Point Grey Presbyterian   (lunch TBA)
Mar 14 West Point Grey Baptist  (lunch TBA)
Mar 21 St. Helen’s Anglican   (lunch following)
Mar 28 PGIMF (lunch?)


