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February 29, 2004 
Lent I 

 
Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be 
led by Diane Schartner; Erna Friesen will be leading us in song and Angela Ekkert will be 
accompanying on the piano. Later we will hear from J. Evan Kreider who will lead us in a service 
to celebrate the first Sunday of Lent. Communion will be taken during the service, and a potluck 
lunch will be served afterwards to which everyone is welcome - there is always lots of food.  
Erika Hannan and Mark Northey are in charge of Sunday School, and Heather Shantz will be 
with the preschoolers and toddlers. If someone has the interest ant there are a lot of toddlers, 
would someone please volunteer to help Heather with the little ones?  Please stay with us after the 
service for coffee and fellowship.  
 
Last Sunday: Edward Epp set the well-known story of the good Samaritan against John 
Friesen’s question of a few weeks ago: “What sort of people ought we to be?”   Taking us through 
the story, Ed noted that each of the passers-by had ample reason not to help the man who was 
beaten and robbed and left by the highway - the priest, to prevent defilement which would make 
him unable to perform his duties of intercessory sacrifice, and the Levite similarly in his 
supporting role.  Given Judaism’s tradition of mercy to the traveller and less fortunate, it is 
probable that both wanted to stop and help, but they also had every reason to be blind to their 
fellow travellers’  need. So too was the Samaritan perfectly chosen in the story - close enough to 
be related to the Jews, but distant enough to be scorned, unlikely to be thought of as a saviour.  
As the Samaritan volunteered his time, energy and money, Ed calls us to [continue to] do likewise 
to help those currently lying along the highway. Ed offered his life for inspection, noting he 
currently lives in two places.  In his home province, he lives the life he feels Christ called him to - 
though retired, he is active in the community coordinating two golf tournaments that raise funds 
for local charities including MCC.  But in his adopted province, he “ lives the life of Riley”  and 
notes that while at MissionsFest this year, he saw a huge variety of places he could open his heart 
to serve in, even while many are denied him by virtue of the need for special talents or heavy 
commitment.  Ed is inspired by those around him who serve, and finished by inviting us to share 
how we live our lives as “people who can act with kindness and social justice to people in need.”  
[AP] 
 
PGIMF News: 
Upcoming speakers 
March 7   Jeff Imbach    Spiritual Disciplines 
March 14   Steve Hochstettler   Lent III 
March 21   J. Evan Kreider    Lent IV 
March 28   Walter Bergen    Year-end Barbeque 
 
Snowbirds update For the month of March,  Henry and Hilda Hildebrand can be reached at:  630 
Avenue of the Flags, Buellton, CA 93427,  phone 805-688-0022. 
 
Errata   Three errors crept into the printing of the church list. E-mail address corrections are 
available upon request for Herb Reesor, Andrea Siemens, and Peter and Helga Neudorf. 
 
The Wider Church 
MBMSI  Our reprints of MB Missions prayer requests have inadvertently placed a missionary 
couple in danger.  While privacy issues are sorted out, we are temporarily suspending these 
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prayer requests  
MCC   The Mission Thrift Shop will be needing help with their renovations in April and May 
and is seeking carpenters and labourers for this task. If you are able and willing, please contact 
Evelyn or Mary-Anne at (604) 823 1515.  
Camp Squeah   Grounds and Trails cleanup work crews needed. The ice storm of about a month 
ago did an amazing pruning in our forest. Now that the snow is gone there are branches and 
leaves all over the grounds. If you and your family / care group / youth group / Bible Study group 
or just a group of friends would like to spend a Saturday together, please consider coming to work 
for a day. There is much raking and ground grooming to be done. Call Rudy Kehler to make 
arrangements. 1.800.380.2267 or [e-mail available upon request]. Thank you. 
MDS   Los Angeles MDS project is looking for volunteers on two inner city Mennonite churches 
on March 18 –– 29. Please contact Harold Neufeldt @ 604.738.5684 or [e-mail available upon 
request].  Note: no construction skills needed - just a desire to work with Harold and other Norte 
Americanos in fulfilling Edward’s call to volunteerism.  
 

 Vancouver Cantata Singers  FROM HAMBURG TO VIENNA 
 

Abbotsford: South Abbotsford MB Church - Friday March 5 at 8.00pm Vancouver: Saint 
Augustine's Church - Saturday March 6 at 8.00pm West Vancouver: West Vancouver United 

Church - Sunday March 7 at 3.00pm 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
The final production of the 2003/04 season features the superbly crafted music of three great 19th 
century composers, Brahms, Mendelssohn and Schubert.  The program includes Brahms' Sechs 
Quartette Op.112, and Mendelssohn's Warum toben die Heiden Op 78,no.1 to the text of Psalm 2 
and Richte mich, Gott, Op.78,no.2 set to Psalm 43.  The concert is a 1½ hour performance with 
no intermission. The mainly a cappella program and the choice of ten soloists from the twenty 
five member ensemble reflects the rebuilt strength and musical concentration of Cantata Singers. 
 
All tickets: available through Ticketmaster at 604-280-3311 or online at www.ticketmaster.ca  
Tickets for the March 5 Abbotsford performance also available from Charisma Gallery and 
House of James. Group tickets for parties of 10 or more at 604-730-8856.    For more 
information: www.cantata.org 
 
Free Lecture   The Vancouver Institute (http://psg.com/~ted/vaninst) at UBC is providing 
academic lectures in many fields of interest, free of charge. On Saturday, March 6, at 8:15pm, 
Professor Jodi Magness of the Department of Religious Studies, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill will be discussing her work on The Dead Sea Scrolls. She received her B.A. in 
Archaeology and History from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and her Ph.D. in Classical 
Archaeology from the University of Pennsylvania. Her book on The Archaeology of Qumran and 
the Dead Sea Scrolls won the 2003 Biblical Archaeology Society Award for the Best Popular 
Book in Archaeology of 2001-2002. Her research interests, which focus on Palestine in the 
Roman, Byzantine, and early Islamic periods, include ancient pottery, ancient synagogues, 
Qumran, and the Roman army in the East.  
 
SILVER VALLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH a satellite church out of Maple Ridge Community 
Church is launching this Sunday, Feb. 29th, 2004 Please pray for them and if you wish to send 
greetings, etc please e-mail or call  Church Planter: Dave King [e-mail available upon request] 
Tel.: 604-466-9291 
 



POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org 

 

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); 
 Pastoral Care—Herb Reesor (604-224-5245); Music—Eric Hannan (604-325-5065) 

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007) 
 

 
An Opportunity to Serve 

 
 
Paul Thiessen, our MCC representative received a call this week asking if PGIMF would be 
willing to serve as sponsor for a Sudanese refugee.  You are encouraged to actively look at this 
information, discuss it with Paul, and pray over it so that a decision can be made quickly. 
 
[Detailed omitted for privacy reasons] 
 
.... If you have any questions, and/or if you can give me some idea as to when you might be able 
to make a decision, e-mail me or give me a call at (604) 325-5524 (work, T, Th) or (604) 433-
2764 (home, evenings). Thank you for your willingness to consider this and pray God's guidance 
as you make your decision. 
 

Sincerely, 
Stephanie Jones 

Vancouver Area Refugee Coordinator, MCC BC 
...you yourselves know how it feels to be aliens, because you were aliens in Egypt.  

Ex 23:9 
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Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
(New Revised Standard Version, used with 
permission): 
 
26 When you have come into the land that the LORD 
your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, 
and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall take 
some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which 
you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to 
the place that the LORD your God will choose as a 
dwelling for his name. 3 You shall go to the priest who 
is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I 
declare to the LORD your God that I have come into 
the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give 
us.”  4 When the priest takes the basket from your hand 
and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your 
God, 5 you shall make this response before the LORD 
your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; 
he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, 
few in number, and there he became a great nation, 
mighty and populous. 6 When the Egyptians treated 
us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor 
on us, 7 we cried to the LORD, the God of our 
ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our 
affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8 The LORD 
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, 
and with signs and wonders; 9 and he brought us into 
this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the 
fruit of the ground that you, O LORD, have given 
me.”  You shall set it down before the LORD your God 
and bow down before the LORD your God. 11 Then 
you, together with the Levites and the aliens who 
reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty 
that the LORD your God has given to you and to your 
house. 
 
Psalm 9:1-2, 9-16 
To the leader: according to Muth-labben.  
A Psalm of David. 
 
1 I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; 

I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. 
2 I will be glad and exult in you; 

I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.  
9 The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, 

a stronghold in times of trouble. 
10 And those who know your name put their trust in 
you, 

for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who 
seek you.  

11 Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in Zion. 
Declare his deeds among the peoples. 

12 For he who avenges blood is mindful of them; 
he does not forget the cry of the afflicted.  

 
13 Be gracious to me, O LORD. 

See what I suffer from those who hate me; 
you are the one who lifts me up from the gates of 

death, 
14 so that I may recount all your praises, 

and, in the gates of daughter Zion, 
rejoice in your deliverance.  

15 The nations have sunk in the pit that they made; 
in the net that they hid has their own foot been 

caught. 
16 The LORD has made himself known, he has executed 

judgment; 
the wicked are snared in the work of their own 

hands.  Higgaion. Selah 
Romans 10:8b-13: 

“The word is near you, 
on your lips and in your heart”  

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);9 because 
if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.10 For one believes with the 
heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the 
mouth and so is saved. 11 The scripture says, “No one 
who believes in him will be put to shame.”  12 For 
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the 
same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who 
call on him. 13 For, “Everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.”  
 
Luke 4:1-13: 
4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the 
Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2 

where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He 
ate nothing at all during those days, and when they 
were over, he was famished. 3 The devil said to him, 
“ If you are the Son of God, command this stone to 
become a loaf of bread.”  4 Jesus answered him, “ It is 
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’  ”  

5 Then the devil led him up and showed him in an 
instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And the devil 
said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this 
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give 
it to anyone I please. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it 
will all be yours.”  8 Jesus answered him, “ It is written, 

‘Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve only him.’  ”  
9 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and 

placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to 
him, “ If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down 
from here, 10 for it is written, 

‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
to protect you,’  [=Mendelssohn’s setting] 

11 and 
‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

so that you will not dash your foot against a 
stone.’  ”  

12 Jesus answered him, “ It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’  ”  13 When the devil had finished 
every test, he departed from him until an opportune 
time.  


