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New Year’s Day
Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Andre Pekovich; Evan
Kreider will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Erna Friesen is your usher.  Later
we will hear from Henry Neufeld who will be speaking on Forgiveness, Mercy and Compassion, which our
scriptures have much to tell us, but even more so, the literature of our world.    Please join us in the lounge
after service for coffee and fellowship.  Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been
made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact other
parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   There was no service    Two Sundays ago   We held our annual service of worship, prayers
songs and carols designed and led by J. Evan Kreider, held after our potluck breakfast.  

PGIMF News
January 8 Covenanting Sunday Don Teichroeb
January 15 Laura Ericsson
January 22 Janice Kreider
January 29 Spiritual Seasons - winter Connie Siedler

LJohn Friesen has a new email address which is (available from the webmaster)

The Friday group will meet this Friday at 10:00 a.m. to continue our discussion of Yancey's Soul Survivor:
Chapter 6 - Tolstoy and Dostoevsky: Chasing Grace.

The Wider Church
MB Mission    Otto and Marjorie Ekk are now starting MINA (Mobilization in North America).  Pray that
the transition will go smoothly as they leave Joe, Mente,  Marques, Walter, Alexander, and other leaders
behind to serve in five Portuguese MB churches. Pray that the Ekks’ time in North America will go as
planned and they will experience safety as they travel to report to the various churches and supporters

MCC-BC   NEW! Mennonite Central Committee is accepting applications for a Part Time Graphic Artist.
This job is based in Abbotsford. For a complete job posting and more information visit bc.mcc.org/get
involved/workwithMCC or contact Marie Reimer at 1888 622 6337. 

Call to Worship

If you are delighted to be here,
or if you are tired or troubled,

you are welcome.
If your faith is strong, 

or if your faith is battered or frail,
you are welcome. 

If you are eager to praise God, 
or if you need to be quiet,

you are welcome.
God welcomes us all to worship today

and promises to meet us here.
Amen

© Marlene Kropf

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.bc.mcc.org/agm
mailto:admin@mccbc.com
mailto:hrdirector@mccbc.com


Matthew 18: 21 - 35

 Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another21

member of the church sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus22

said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.

 ‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be23

compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one24

who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him25

to be sold, together with his wife and children and
all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the26

slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.”

And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave27

released him and forgave him the debt. But that28

same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and

seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you
owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded29

with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay
you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him30

into prison until he should pay the debt. When his31

fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord32

summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave!
I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me. Should you not have had mercy on your33

fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger34

his lord handed him over to be tortured until he
should pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father35

will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’   
[NRSV]

Matthew 6: 14 - 16

 ‘Pray then in this way:9

Our Father in heaven,
   hallowed be your name.

   Your kingdom come.10

   Your will be done,
     on earth as it is in heaven.

   Give us this day our daily bread.11

   And forgive us our debts,12

     as we also have forgiven our debtors.
   And do not bring us to the time of trial,13

     but rescue us from the evil one.
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your14

heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if you do15

not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses.

 ‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like16

the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to
show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you,
they have received their reward. But when you fast,17

put oil on your head and wash your face, so that18

your fasting may be seen not by others but by your
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.    [NRSV]

So live with men as if God saw you,
 and speak to God, as if men heard you.

-   Lucius Annaeus Seneca



Psalm 130
Waiting for Divine Redemption

A Song of Ascents.

Leader:  Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.1

All:    Lord, hear my voice!2

Leader: Let your ears be attentive

   to the voice of my supplications!

Men:  If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,3

Women:      Lord, who could stand?

Leader:  But there is forgiveness with you,4

   so that you may be revered.

Women:  I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,5

Leader:     and in his word I hope;

Men:  my soul waits for the Lord6

Leader:     more than those who watch for the morning,

All:     more than those who watch for the morning.

Leader:  O Israel, hope in the Lord!7

Women:    For with the Lord there is steadfast love,

Men:    and with him is great power to redeem.

All:  It is he who will redeem Israel8

     from all its iniquities.     [NRSV]

REDEMPTION

HAVING been tenant long to a rich Lord,
            Not thriving, I resolved to be bold,
            And make a suit unto him, to afford
A new small-rented lease, and cancell th’ old.

In heaven at his manour I him sought :
            They told me there, that he was lately gone
            About some land, which he had dearly bought
Long since on earth, to take possession.

I straight return’d, and knowing his great birth,
            Sought him accordingly in great resorts ;
            In cities, theatres, gardens, parks, and courts :
At length I heard a ragged noise and mirth

            Of theeves and murderers :  there I him espied,
            Who straight, “Your suit is granted”, said, and died.

Herbert, George. The Poetical Works of George Herbert.
New York: D. Appleton and Co., 1857. 45-46.


