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Today:  Welcome to our worship service.  We are pleased to have Roy Bell return as our guest 
speaker for this Sunday and next. There is a Nursery with Annie Funk in charge.  Karen Peters 
and Wally Braul are teaching the intermediate Sunday School class.  All are welcome to stay for 
coffee and tea after the service. 

Last Sunday:  Henry Neufeld gave us three sermons for the price of one.  In the first, he recalled 
some of the congregation’s service highlights, including talks which were truly inspirational (or 
truly unsettling) and some of our musical and more ‘liturgical’ Sundays.  Surveying the year, 
Henry asked whether we should not also dedicate one Sunday annually to remembering those 
family/church friends who have recently died.  With this in mind, on the last Sunday of 2001, a 
single white rose commemorated Bill Riediger’s memory, his serious causes, his hearty laugh, 
his quiet financial support for those who could use a boost, and his upstanding integrity.  Henry’s 
second talk looked at Jesus and money.  Statements such as “sell and give to the poor” or “leave 
all and follow me” were spoken only to specific individuals and therefore may not have been 
intended as universal principles.  Luke 8:1-3 names wealthy women who somehow financed 
Jesus’ ministry with their resources (time? skills? money? trade?)  Jesus himself likely came 
from a reasonably wealthy family of contractors, his disciples left their businesses in the hands of 
their hired help, returning occasionally to work themselves.  The writer of Timothy says that 
while we must make certain money does not interfere with our relationship with others and with 
God, money is in fact necessary for the movement to succeed.  Henry finally mused about 
Serving God Properly.  Recent books by Susan Howatch  reveal how people strive to serve God 
properly, but nevertheless worry about self image, about how they are seen by others.  She writes 
about flawed people, especially clergy, who nevertheless attempt spiritual journeys.  [In 
discussion it was noted that although PGIMF lacks flawed clergy, we compensate admirably with 
lots of flawed laity. JEK] 

PGIMF News: 
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever was an excellent presentation on Christmas Eve to a packed 
audience of PGIMFers and numerous visitors.  Many thanks to the children for their efforts and 
to Nubia and Erika and other adults who assisted with this.  If you missed being present, there are 
photos on www.pgimf.org 

Future speakers will be Karen Heidebrecht Thiessen (former intern at PGIMF) on January 20 
speaking on the prodigal son, and Lois Siemens on January 27 speaking on worship (she then 
leaves to study worship at Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries in Elkhart). 

PGIMF will hold a congregational meeting on January 27, following potluck.  The board will 
meet on January 21 at Erna’s. 

If you are available to volunteer to assist with the children during any of the following times, 
contact Cynthia, Nadine, or Nubia—the need for workers is very real, given the wonderful surfeit 
of children: 

January 13—toddlers     January 20—primary    January 27—toddlers  February—more openings 
 

 

 

 

 



Birthdays this month 
Riley Thiessen  January 3 age 6 

Charlotte Friesen January 6 age 4 

Crystal Dong January 24 age 4 

Andy Purevtseren January 25 age 14 

Erin Teichroeb January 26 age 12 

 
The Wider Church: 

Henry Hildebrand will be the speaker at the BC Women in Mission meeting on January 12 to be held 
from 2 to 4 pm at the Bethel Mennonite Church near Langley.  He will speak on his work at Kijabe 
Hospital in Kenya. 

Pray for Paul and Ina Warkentin, MBMS  workers in Reichenhall, Germany, who are making plans for 
their Ministry in North American, beginning April 1. 

Mennonite Church BC 2001 Budget Giving Update   Dec. 31, 2001 
Church Donations:  Budget = $300,000.    Received  Dec. 31 =  $262,595.   Balance =  -$37,405. 
Individual Donations:  Budget = $50,000.  Received Dec. 31 =  $31,425.      Balance =   -$18,575. 

 “Living as Peacemakers in Times Like This: A Spirituality for Peacemaking” is the theme for a weekend 
retreat at Camp Squeah to be held on January 18 to 20.  See notice on hall bulletin board or contact 604-
857-0011 or peace@mccbc.com for more information. 

"The Good War and Those Who Refused to Fight It" is the story of American World War II 
conscientious objectors who refused to fight "the good war." This special documentary will be aired 
Tuesday, January 15, on PBS stations at 10:00 pm Eastern time. (Please check local listings to confirm 
day and time of airing; some stations will air the documentary on a different date.) The official archives 
of Mennonite Church USA provided documentation for this witness to peace.  The documentary uses 
film footage and photographs from the Mennonite Archives in Goshen, Indiana and North Newton, 
Kansas.  Those who served in the Civilian Public Service (CPS) and refused to fight in WWII made a 
positive contribution to their country, and their service was a witness to the world.  The producers of the 
documentary hope this witness can be extended to the current generation and to the current war.  For 
more information, please contact:  John Sharp, Director, Historical Committee, Mennonite Church USA  
219-535-7477, johnes@goshen.edu 

Baptism, Membership and Mission is a special course to be given at Canadian Mennonite University, 
February 4-6.  More info on bulletin board. 

An ecumenical worship service celebrating and praying for Christian unity will be held on Sunday, 
January 20 at 2 pm at St. Augustine’s Roman Catholic Church, 2028 W. 7th Ave.  Dr. Richard Leggett of 
VST will be speaking and the Vancouver Children’s Choir will sing. 

On January 21 at 7 pm at the Canadian Memorial United Church, 1806 W. 15th Ave., Sheilla Fodchuk, 
Executive Director of the Cathedral Centre for Spiritual Direction at Christ Church Cathedral, will be 
speaking on Thomas Merton’s understanding of the eye of faith in his New Seeds of Contemplation. 

On Saturday, January 19 at 10 am the Canadian Fellowship for Reconciliation is sponsoring an 
educational forum on the referendum, with First Nation and Provincial Liberal representatives, to be held 
at Grandview Calvary Baptist Church, 1803 E. 1st Ave. 

 
Moderator—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819); Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Janice Kreider (604-228-1217);  

Pastoral Concerns—Hedie Hintz (604-321-8042), Herb Reesor (604-224-5245), Sue Dudoward (604-876-4114) 
Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Music—Andrea Siemens (604-266-3040) 

 


