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January 6 , 2013
th

Membership Sunday

Worship leader: Henry Neufeld Song Leader: Veronica Dyck
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Erna Friesen

Please join us after the service in the lounge for coffee and fellowship 

Last Sunday  Andre Pekovich (PGIMF Coordinator) spoke on the final Sunday of 2012.  Some
recent studies consider the complex role played by bacteria and parasites in our bodies,
acknowledging that we do not digest food unassisted, but that this is accomplished only with
significant help from bacteria foreign to our bodies.  Some people are even tinkering with
bacteria as a means of addressing modern diseases.  While we generally share certain types of
bacteria, each of us has our own unique blend known as "flora" and our different bodies
respond to varying flora in differing ways.  In a similar fashion, Christianity cannot be viewed
simplisticly as a monolith in which all Christians share a common set of beliefs and practices. 
Even the earliest churches described in Acts had seriously opposed schools of thought already
flourishing within 20 years of the Sermon on the Mount.  Today's church follows suit, including
beliefs and practices as differing as those espoused by Orthodoxy, Catholicism, nationalistic
fundamentalism, modern Anabaptism, and mysticism, to say nothing of the ever-evolving
group of Christians unable to find a home in any church.  Stories about Rahab, Abram, Hosea
and Gomer remind us that individuals, whose lives were frequently thought to be of little
consequence, nevertheless made useful contributions as part of the host of minute 'flora'
which somehow helped to keep the faith movement evolving.  St Paul's culture and ours differ
drasticly, and his most impassioned battles with other believers concerned topics of little
interest to us today.  To keep the faith movement alive, like Paul, we need to find ways to help
it continue evolving as culture evolves.  For starters, we should continue rereading and
rethinking the canon (which already offers a variety of expressions and faiths) and reading well
beyond the canon, for although secular politicians over the ages (e.g., Constantine, Charles V,
etc.) attempted to force unity of faith upon all the churches in their kingdoms, this goal was
never put into practice except on paper; the church never has been a monolith.  To be truly
alive, Christ's church requires a tremendous variety of flora.  [JEK]

PGIMF News
January 13  Derek Carr Lectionary texts

th

Jaunary 20 John Klassen World Communion Sunday
th

January 27 Thomas Bergen Lectionary texts
th

February 3  Jenna Veenbass The Woman at the Well
rd

Friday group  Starting this Friday (Jan.11) at 10:00 we'll begin a series of study/discussions
suggested by Mennonite Church Canada about how we read and use Scripture. We'll be
looking at how the Bible has been used to justify racial segregation, state sanctioned violence,
etc.  Please bring your Bibles. Friday at 10:00 a. m. at First Mennonite's education building. All
are welcome. See Henry N for study materials.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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The Wider Church
MCC   MCC BC is accepting applications for the position
of Casual Finance Assistant. This position is based in
Abbotsford. For a complete job posting and more
information contact Marie Reimer toll free at 1 888 622
6337 or email hrdirector@mccbc.com or visit
http://bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/workwithmcc 

Missionsfest  You are invited to attend the 30  anniversary Missionsfest Vancouver January
th

24th-27th at the Vancouver Convention Centre, including free General Sessions featuring
Gracia Burnham, (mission aviator to the Phillippines and held captive by Abu Sayyef for more
than a year), Ajith Fernando who serves in war-torn areas of Sri Lanka, and Patrick Johnstone,
author of the reference book Operation World, a prayer and service guide. Tickets for breakout
sessions, lectures, concerts, youth rallies and the 30  anniversary banquet are available from

th

Missions Fest online at   http://missionsfestvancouver2013.eventbrite.com/# or through e-mail
at  registrar@missionsfestvancouver.ca. (No contact phone number given)   

Communitas Supportive Care Society of Abbotsford, BC is pleased to announce the
appointment of Karyn Santiago to the position of Chief Executive Officer, effective March 1,
2013. She follows (former PGIMF attender) Steve Thiessen who retires from the position he has
held since 1981. Karyn will bring experience in local and international community development
to the CEO role.  Communitas is an accredited social service agency providing support and
care for people living with mental and physical disabilities. These services are provided
throughout BC by some 600 persons serving as staff and contracted caregivers.  (From
Communitas news release)

Isaiah 60:1 – 6

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
1

   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon
you.
 For darkness shall cover the earth,

2

   and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
   and his glory will appear over you.
 Nations shall come to your light,

3

   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

 Lift up your eyes and look around;
4

   they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
   and your daughters shall be carried on their
nurses’ arms.
 Then you shall see and be radiant;

5

   your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be
brought to you,
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
 A multitude of camels shall cover you,

6

   the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
   all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to

7

you,
   the rams of Nebaioth shall minister to you;
they shall be acceptable on my altar,
   and I will glorify my glorious house.    
[NRSV]

Autobiography
Erna Friesen has released her
autobiography We Live and Move and
Have our Being from Friesen Press
and reviewers have pronounced it
fascinating.  See her for your copy. 
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Matthew 2:1 – 12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was
1

born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is

2

the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,
and have come to pay him homage.’ When

3

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and
all Jerusalem with him; and calling together

4

all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Messiah was
to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of

5

Judea; for so it has been written by the
prophet:
 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

6

   are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’

 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men
7

and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to

8

Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him,
bring me word so that I may also go and pay
him homage.’ When they had heard the king,

9

they set out; and there, ahead of them, went
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was.

When they saw that the star had stopped,
10

they were overwhelmed with joy. On
11

entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having

12

been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.    [NRSV]

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

The radiance of a star guided the travellers to the feet of Jesus where they offered their
most precious gifts - gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

You have given us more than a star, O God, to guide us - you have revealed your glory
and your love in the person of Jesus – Light of the world. 

As we offer our thanks for such wondrous gifts to us, we recognize our responsibility to
be bearers of  his light and love into the areas of people’s lives darkened by pain and
fear, poverty and oppression, sorrow and hopelessness. 

We confess the times when we choose to go our own way rather than be guided by you
– the times when we are reluctant to allow the power and radiance of Christ to flow
through us. 

Strengthen us with your Spirit to follow wherever you lead us and to reveal your glory
and love through all we do and say. 

This we pray in Jesus’ name. 

Amen



The Work of Christmas
Howard Thurman

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost, 
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among people,
To make music in the heart.


