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January 7th, 2007
Epiphany

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service on Prayer will be jointly
led by John Friesen with meditations from Rosie Perera and Edward Epp.   Evan Kreider will lead us in song,
Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Henry Neufeld is your usher.  Parents are requested to make their
own arrangements for child care during the service if they do not feel their children wish to remain in the chapel
during the service  Please join us for fellowship and coffee in the dining room after the service in the lounge. 

Last Sunday    On the final Sunday of 2006, the day before we traditionally make New Year’s resolutions, Henry
Neufeld reflected on the long-term consequences of decisions.  Hannah (1 Sam. 1-2) decided to dedicate Samuel
to the Lord, Eli decided not to punish his wicked sons, and (Luke 2) Jesus’ parents decided to accept the angel’s
challenge and raised Jesus to walk in the faith.  When the 12-year-old Jesus was asked by his parents why he had
stayed behind at the temple, his instinctual response was a turning point for the history of religion:  “Did you not
know I must be in my Father’s house?”  Referring to God as his “Father” was a concept Jesus would develop
over the years, but how did he come to this decision as a child?  There were no organized Sunday Schools,
Summer Vacation Bible Schools or church camps.  In fact, how did Christianity manage to flourish so
wonderfully for 1,700 years without any programmes for its children?  Why do 88% of evangelical children now
leave church, in spite of millions of dollars being spent on special class rooms used once a week, gradated
teaching materials published by specialists, and paying specialists to conduct children’s church?  How were
Samuel and Jesus taught so effectively?  Henry then shifted our attention to Colossians 3:12, in which Paul asks
the new Christians to clothe themselves with compassion.  Since our society thrives on competition rather than
compassion, compassion is no longer one of  our central concerns.  We find it difficult to have compassion for
others in our economic group, and very difficult to show compassion for those on the edge of society.  But
deciding to live lives of compassion, and finding other ways to live out the gospel, just might be one of the best
ways for extended families to teach children today.  [JEK] 

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
January 14 Daniel Ray -
January 21 Daniel Ray -
January 28 - -
February Lesley Ann Wilson -

Parking   You are requested to help the Menno Simons Centre be a good neighbour in the neighbourhood.  To
enable house residents to park in front of their own houses, you are requested not to park on the north side of 11th

Ave., but instead to park on the south side of 11th Ave or on Crown St. while attending services.  Thank you.

����Church board meeting next week Thursday January 18th at 7:00 pm - location TBA

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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The Wider Church
MBMSI   Blaine and Michelle Warner are MBMS
International missionaries in Burkina Faso. They are
praising God for a “real” home the Lord has provided
for them in Orodara. Pray for them as they work with
another couple in Village Sakabe. Pray for
understanding as Blaine and Michelle teach the
illiterate to read.

A new issue of the BC Link is available from the
BCMB conference.  You can read it on the bulletin
board in the hall or on-line at
www.bcmb.org/bclink.html and past issues of the BC
LINK are also available there.

����CMU   You are invited to a time of shared
learning and worship with teachers from Columbia Bible College and CMU entitled “The Mind or Christ”.
Please see the bulletin board in the hall for details on the workshops featuring John J Friesen on Peace, Gary
Yamasaki on Reading the Bible like you Watch a Movie, Tim Rogalski on Celebrating the Wonders of God, and
Chris Huebner on Curing the body of Christ - Medical Ethics and the Church. Today is the last day for early
registration ($25) - if you wish to register today, please contact Andre.  If you wish to register later (cost $30)
please call Peace Mennonite church at 604-278-0111 or email  with numbers and class
selections.

The Mennonite Church Canada Youth Assembly will take place in Abbotsford, BC this summer from July 3-
6, and hundreds of youth will be there from across Canada. Please invite your youth and parents of youth to
participate.  There is a poster in the bulletin board in the hall with details and more information will be added
from time to time at our web site at www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/abbotsford/.

MCC BC is accepting applications for the position of Executive Director. A detailed job description can be
found at www.mcc.org/bc or contact the Personnel Committee of the MCC BC Board via our office. 
 
MCC BC’s Fundraising Banquets are coming! Join us February 9 (Chilliwack) 10 (Abbotsford) 16 (Richmond)
and 17 (Langley) for an evening of good food, entertainment and storytellers from Congo and Uganda. For
complete details contact the MCC office (604) 850 6639 or visit www.mcc.org/bc/festivals

Free Public Talk - Reflections on Thomas Merton's Understanding of Zen and Contemplation   Merton was
conscious of the affinities between Zen and Christian contemplation. Both in some way refer to unmediated
experience, beyond words, ideas or structures, of the world, of life, of God.  The speaker is Angus Stuart is
Rector of St. Francis-in-the-Wood Anglican Church in West Vancouver, with a degree Theology from Durham
and a PhD on the experience of aging and environment from the University of London.  Monday, January 29,
2007, 7:30 pm, Central Library, 350 W. Georgia, Vancouver.  Info: 604-669-2546 or email tmsc@telus.net or see
www.merton.ca 

ACTS Apologetics conference featuring Dr. Os Guinness, speaking on The Journey: A thinking person’s quest
for meaning & Steering through Chaos: Vice and Virtue in an Age of Moral Confusion.  Tickets $15 /$10 S/S/
on Sunday, January 28, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. at Trinity Western University.

Read the new issue of MennoLetter from Jerusalem from Dr Glenn Witmer, featuring articles on Jimmy
Carter’s book Palestine: Peace, not Apartheid, the Qassam rockets and Palestinian and Israeli peace initiatives.

News from Carmen

I am in Kenya right now - I've taken 5 weeks off work
and am doing some volunteer work here in Nairobi,
where I've been working with a school of children,
many who have been orphaned by HIV/AIDS. I've also
helped in the planning of a session for the World Social
Forum, and this Saturday, will be giving a 5 hour
lecture at Pan Africa Bible College on counselling and
chronic conditions. It's been a very rich experience -
I've also been quite sick, but have been getting better
since Christmas.  Please pass along my greetings to the
church. I continue to pray for PGIMF in my absence.
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Psalm 29

A Psalm of David.
1Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,
   ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;
   worship the Lord in holy splendour.

3The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
   the God of glory thunders,
   the Lord, over mighty waters.
4The voice of the Lord is powerful;
   the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;
   the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,

   and Sirion like a young wild ox.

7The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.
8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
   the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

9The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl,
   and strips the forest bare;
   and in his temple all say, ‘Glory!’

10The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;
   the Lord sits enthroned as king for ever.
11May the Lord give strength to his people!
   May the Lord bless his people with peace! 

Acts 8:14-17

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter
and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for
them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as

yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had
only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus).
17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and
they received the Holy Spirit.

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all
were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all
of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one
who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His
winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire.’

18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the

good news to the people. 19But Herod the ruler, who
had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his
brother’s wife, and because of all the evil things that
Herod had done, 20added to them all by shutting up
John in prison.

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when
Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended
upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you
I am well pleased.’ 


