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Epiphany 
 
Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by J. Evan 
Kreider, Edwin Hintz will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano and Harold Neufeldt is 
your usher.  Later we will hear from Derek Carr.  Diane & Jonathan Ehling will dedicate their daughter Sarah at 
this service as well.  Christine Unruh will be with the primaries, and Heather Shantz will be with the Sunday 
School classes. Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge. 
 
Last Sunday   On New Year's Sunday, Henry Neufeld introduced a beautiful prayer (in last Sunday's bulletin) 
written by Archbishop Oscar Romero. This churchman worked on stopping the cruel civil war in El Salvador, was 
cheered by soldiers when saying they did not have to follow unjust order to kill peasants, he plead with the USA 
to stop sending military aid to his country, and offered his Christian people hope through his weekly radio 
broadcasts. He was assassinated in 1985. After providing us the historical background for the prayer, Henry had 
us read it silently and comment on ideas that caught our attention. Many people contributed insightful and helpful 
observations. Afterwards, Helmut and Hildegard Lemke led us in communion, giving a brief meditation on the 
elements. [JEK] 
 
PGIMF News: 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658. 
 
Upcoming speakers 
January 15   Mark Northey   - 
January 22   Arlyn Friesen   - 
January 29   John Neufeld   Do You Understand What You’re Reading? 
February 5   -    - 
 
Church board meeting Monday January 16th at 7:00 pm  the Teichroebs.  Agenda items to Don. 
  
The Wider Church 

☞Portable CMU    New name, new programme.  Details of a new Anabaptist education programme January 
20-21 sponsored by Peace Mennonite Church and featuring CMU and AMBS professors speaking on a range of 
topics are available on the back of your bulletin. Please register soon directly with Peace church if possible, or 
with Andre if necessary (sigh) if you wish to attend this exciting and informative series of seminars. 
 
Vancouver Cantata Singers with guest guitarist Stephen Lochbaum proudly present Cultural Canvasses - the 
first in a series show-casing great choral works of Latin America and Spain Castelnuovo-Tedesco’s Romancero 
Gitano for choir and guitar provides the centrepiece of the concert.  Saturday, February 4th at 8:00 pm at Christ 
Church Cathedral, Vancouver and Sunday, February 5th at 3.00pm at West Van United Church.  Tickets $26; 
Senr/Studnt. $22 from Ticketmaster at 604-280-3311, or at www.ticketmaster.ca, at Sikora’s Classical Records (in 
person only ) and Tickets Tonight (604-684-2787) or online at www.ticketstonight.ca .  
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CHILD DEDICATION 
Sara  Ehling 

 
Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship 

Jan. 8, 2006 
 

One Children who are too young to profess the Christian faith may be dedicated on the 
understanding that they are to be brought up as Christians within the family of the Church.  
As they grow up, they need the help and encouragement of the Church family, so that they 
learn to be faithful in public worship and private prayer, to live by trust in God, and come to 
seek baptism as Christian adults. 

 Parents, grandparents, and special friends, the child whom you are bringing for dedication is 
a gift from God.  This child depends chiefly on you for the help and encouragement she 
needs.  Are you willing to give it to her by your prayers, by your example, and by your 
teaching?  

Response: We are willing. 
 
One Jonathan and Diane, do you promise to raise Sara, to the best of your ability, to learn to love 

God with her heart, soul, and strength, and to love others as herself? 

Parents We do. 

One Parenting is a microcosm of God’s Church family.  What Sara will learn at home will 
profoundly form her spiritual character.  With God’s help, may you continue to grow as 
parents, reflecting God’s patience, kindness, everlasting love, and wisdom. 

 
Parents: Give us the grace, Lord, to tell Sara the truth and nothing but the truth. 
 To issue no idle threats or promises. 
 To keep our word. 
 To apologise when we have been wrong. 
 To be disciplined as parents. 
 To be courteous in all our dealings. 
 To answer her questions as honestly and simply as we can. 
 To let her help us in all the ways we can devise. 
 To expect from her no higher standard of honesty, unselfishness, politeness than we are 

prepared to live up to ourselves. 
Joan Kendall (adapted), in:  The Lion Prayer Collection, Mary Batchelor, ed. (1992), p. 115 

 
One God, we pray for Jonathan and Diane; give them the spirit of wisdom and love, that their 

home may reflect the joy of your eternal kingdom.  AMEN. 

One Grandparents, may God be with you as you seek to be godly grandparents. 

Grandparents: 
 Lord, teach me to love my granddaughter as a grandparent should:   
 not interfering, only understanding; 
 not pushing myself, just being there when wanted. 
 Teach me to be the sort of grandparent  
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 my children and my children’s children would want me to be. 
Rosa George, in:  The Lion Prayer Collection, p. 115  

All God, in your love you have called us to know you, 
 led us to trust you, and bound our life with yours. 
 Surround Sara with your love; 
 protect her from evil; fill her with your Holy Spirit; 
 and receive her into the family of your Church; 
 that she may walk with us in the way of Christ 
 and grow in the knowledge of your love.  Amen. 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all evermore.  Amen. 

2 Corinthians 13:14 
 
 

Unless otherwise noted, the readings and prayers in this Dedication Service were either adapted from The Alternative Service Book, 1980, Services 
authorised for use in the Church of England  

(pp. 243-249), or written for PGIMF 
 


