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Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by

Henry Hildebrand; Eric Hannan will be leading us in song and Cynthia Friesen will be accompanying on the

piano. Later we will hear from J. Evan Kreider who will be speaking on Matthew 2:1-12 for a message on

Epiphany. Mark Northey is in charge of Sunday School, and Sonia Wadhawa will be with the pre-schoolers and

toddlers together. There is no Sunday School for pre-schoolers this week - it will return next week and every

second week thereafter for this season. Please stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday: We celebrated the joining of four members to the church. Henry Neufeld’s message of welcome

focussed on the church members as part of the body of Christ, and how the parts of the body work to make the

whole greater than the sum of the parts. He contrasted a popular image of our faith life as a clear mountain

stream at its source becoming less clean as it wends its way to the sea, with the historical truth that the church

never was pure - that’s why the epistles were written. The key message was that God is come in flesh, God is

love to us, and that the church is our expression of his love in the world, so much so that perhaps love should be

the basis for church membership. [AP]

Two Sunday’s ago: Henry Neufeld spoke on the theme of contentment, frequently returning to a proverb: "One

must bloom where one is planted." In 2 Cor. 11:16-, Paul “boasts”, apparently in ridicule of other evangelists of

his day, of his sufferings, and the list is awesome. But in the next chapter, Paul notes that he takes his limitations

in stride. In other words, he was learning to be content, whether at home, on the road, or in chains. Modern

society is obsesses with getting excellent results (school, work, children, grandchildren, finances), but Paul

advises that we instead learn to manage, to get along. In the Bible, the topic of contentment arises most often in

the context of materialism and ego. Paul follows this tradition, not advocating a quiet passive life, but rather a life

of hard work for causes and for other people. Henry concluded by noting that contentment may mean accepting

that which we cannot change, and quoted from one writer who felt that contentment can best be derived from

four things: being satisfied that physical needs are being met, enjoying the beauty of art and math, enjoying

intellectual pursuits, and most importantly, union with God. [JEK]

PGIMF News:

Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Children’s church Say hello to Sonia Wadhawa who will be helping with the children in our services, and give

thanks that Angela Ekkert continues with us while awaiting her visa. Please note that Sunday School for

preschoolers will continue only every second week for this season. If you would like to help out teaching or

caring for the children at church, please contact, Mark Northey, Cynthia Friesen or Nadine Neudorf.

Upcoming speakers

January 18 John Friesen

January 25 Janice Kreider

February 1 Henry Hildebrand

February 8 Rosie Perera

Church Board Meeting Board members please note the church board meeting Monday January 12th at 7:00 pm

at the Teichroebs.
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e-PGIMF Our reach is global! People are tuning into PGIMF from across the country and around the world.
Here, the writer is a friend of Henry’s who heard his audio sermon on the web, and had this to say.

Henry, I listened to your sermon. You' re a brave soul, talking about contentment in our land of want and plenty. I wonder if

preachers in depressed communities talk about contentment? Is it just me, or are there more books and articles on simple living,

downshifting, soft spirituality, contentment, inner-peace in the past couple of years. I think that this is a good thing for the middle

and upper classes to consider. I find it weird to talk to Mennonites about contentment: we have this bred-in-the-bone sense of

frugality that manifests itself as Christian humility, so we humbly acquire just a little less stuff, just a little less glamour (e.g. I' ll

get a Toyota Accord because a Camry is too much, a Lexus because a Mercedes is too proud) than non-Mennonite "worldly"

people. But I wonder if, in our heads, we' ve sold out to the dominant paradigm of you are what you own. I think in our hearts we

don' t believe that, and we continue to struggle with Romans 12: 1-2, which invites us to be no longer conformed to the patterns

of this world. But it' s hard. By the way, did you know that there is a Journal of Happiness Studies? I was reading some articles in

there before Christmas and found an article that shows people who are happier at Christmas time are those that don' t chase after

the right present, but those that focus on relationships and tradition. It' s been scientifically proven, so I don' t see what the hold up

is. Thanks for your sermon, it was an encouragement to me.

Home Group The Friday morning study group will meet this week at the Neufelds - all are welcome.

The Wider Church

MBMSI LEARNING THE LANGUAGE. Today please pray for MBMS International workers.

The Ekks Please see the bulletin board at the back of the church for an update from the Ekks in Portugal.

Regent College FALSE TESTAMENT OR FAITHFUL WITNESS- The Biblical History of Israel. Iain Provan, Phil
Long & Tremper Longman III present their new book A Biblical History of Israel. Bruce Waltke will respond and
join them for a panel discussion. Wednesday, January 14th at 7:00pm at the Regent College Chapel.

MDS Barriere, British Columbia DISASTER: 2003 BC WILDFIRES, VOLUNTEERS: 211, JOBS: 60,
COMPLETED: 56. Volunteers needed to assist with the construction of new homes. Project directors: Gary &
Anne Wiens(250) 672-5666, [ask for e-mail address] Box 261, Barriere, British Columbia V0E 1E0.

MCC MCC is seeking to provide earthquake relief and rebuilding in response to the Dec. 26 earthquake in
Bam, Iran. Mennonite Central Committee is:

• planning to send some 50,000 blankets and is in need of about 20,000 additional blankets

• providing $65,360 Cdn./$50,000 U.S. for powdered milk

• providing $26,144 Cdn./$25,000 U.S. to purchase field showers in Iran.

MCC is requesting donations for relief supplies and reconstruction work for the region. For more information or
to donate by phone, please call in Canada (888) 622-6337 or see www.mcc.org and follow the links on the home
page.

BC Women in Mission BC Mennonite Women in Mission Business meeting being held on February 7, 2004 at
2:00 pm at Bethel Mennonite Church. We encourage and welcome all women to attend. For more information
please call Veronica Thiessen (number unknown).
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CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE:

Emmanuel Mennonite Church in Abbotsford is hosting "Sing a New Song," a one-day church music
conference for area churches with resource people Mary Oyer (Indiana), Angela Neufeld, Evan Kreider and
Katherine Funk, on Saturday, February 28, 2004, from 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Information and a registration form
are available on Emmanuel's website www.emmanuelmennonite.com (and follow the links to the church-
music workshop) or contact Angelika Dawson at [ask for e-mail]   604-870-0494, Barbara Nickel at
[ask for e-mail]   or 604-823-2401, or Janet Bergen [[ask for e-mail] , 604-504-1890). For singers,
song-leaders, accompanists, and people who like to sing. No experience is required to enjoy this perspective-
broadening day of music!

CMU Portable Course How much should parents monitor their children' s internet usage? Should a church
have a web-site? Is downloading free music illegal or wrong? How much playing of computer games is too
much? How can computers help us become more effective in our witness? Sherbrooke Mennonite Church will
be hosting a Portable CMU Course on”Computers, Ethics and Community” here on January 17th and 18th. The
Facilitator will be Stuart Williams, Professor of Computer Science at CMU. We will begin with the nature of the
technology used in computers and networks and how it differs from other technologies. From there we will
examine several new ethical issues that arise from computer and network technology. Finally, we will investigate
the place that computers should take in our lives, in our society, and in our churches. Start time is 9:00 am and
we will continue into the afternoon. Please bring a bagged lunch. We will provide the coffee, tea or juice. The
course is free of charge, unless you want to give a donation. For more information or to register call Trudy
Gortzen at Sherbrooke Mennonite church at 327-3913.

Gallery 7 Theatre Gallery 7 is pleased to be hosting it' s second of three workshops on acting: Working with
the Text. Quite simply, a script is a collection of words crafted together by a playwright in such a way so as to
convey character, emotion, story and theme. But how does an actor go about interpreting the text when preparing
a character for performance? What clues does the script provide? What methods can the actor use to fully explore
the playwright's text? Such issues will be examined in this workshop designed to help participants discover the
life of a character through an in-depth analysis of a play's text. This workshop is an excellent opportunity for
both beginning and veteran performers and theatre teachers to hone their skills. To register for the workshop
please call us at 604-504-5922 or at: http://www.gallery7theatre.com/workshops/workshops.html
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Call to worship

One: Come, and let us enter the house of the Lord, and worship him in the beauty of holiness.

All: We have come into this sanctuary to celebrate his abundant goodness, and joyfully sing of his

righteousness and love.

One: The Lord inhabits the praise of his people.

All: Almighty God, Bless and receive our exuberant offerings of praise and worship

Matthew 2:1-12

The Visit of the Wise Men

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came

to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star

at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”
3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all

the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They

told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come

a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had

appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when

you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”
9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen

at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,

they left for their own country by another road.

(NRSV)


