
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

January 12th, 2014
Anabaptism: Why Baptism Matters Even When It’s Not Sacramental

Tim Tse

***We are pleased to welcome three new members into membership this day***

Worship leader: Kevin Hiebert Song Leader: J. Evan Kreider
Accompanist: J. Evan Kreider Usher: Peter Neudorf

Last Sunday    [Following on a creation care story led by worship leader Diane Ehling, that had the
whole congregation involved in physically representing the life of a great tree - ed] our fellowship's
moderator, Henry Neufeld, spoke on the theme of Membership.  (Unfortunately, severe snow storms
elsewhere meant that not all the people wishing to join us this Sunday could return to Vancouver in
time, so new members will be received next Sunday.)  It is interesting to ponder what membership
means to people over the centuries.  Jack Suderman, in Naming the Sheep, lists more than 90 images
for the church in scripture (e.g., flock, salt, aroma, light, etc.) but no single image dominates others. 
One other image might be added today:  'picking up the fallen ones'.  In PGIMF, membership is not
all that important because we encourage anyone (member or not) to participate as fully as they can,
as they feel comfortable doing.  Since the New Testament mentions leadership six times--and
servanthood more than 200 times, maybe "membership happens whenever we act like Jesus."  As we
moved into the year's first communion, Henry reminded us that Jesus ate with everyone, especially
outsiders; everyone was expected to join in eating and drinking with him; and our eating and drinking
of the elements symbolizes our act of commitment to following the teachings of Jesus.   [JEK]

PGIMF News
January 19th Jenna Veenbaas Walking in Weakness
January 26th Tony Tremblett The Good Old Days
February 2nd Janice Kreider Lectionary texts
February 9th J. Evan Kreider The Other Lectionary Texts

Wider Church

'  Many Happy Returns   Carl, lately of PGIMF now resident in New Haven CT, writes in response to
a Christmas card received from the fellowship:

Please pass on our thanks to everyone at PGIMF for the Christmas card. It is good to know that we are not
forgotten. We definitely miss our friendships there. We have had a pretty good start to our time here in
New Haven. Yale is quite a different atmosphere than a place like Regent/UBC but for the most part it has
been very enjoyable. Carolyn has also learned to adjust to the American healthcare system although the
profit-driven mindset of the management can be very tedious at times. Overall, it has been a good fall
and winter, however and we look forward to 2014. We hope to visit Vancouver in spring sometime so
maybe we can pop in at PGIMF. I hope you are doing well.

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


Canadian MB Conference news release  The Free Christian Churches of Lithuania, a small conference of seven
church plants, will be welcomed into the International Community of Mennonite Brethren (ICOMB) in May at the ICOMB
summit in Luanda, Angola.  "They want to be part of the global MB family because they share the theological
convictions in our confession of faith,” says ICOMB executive director David Wiebe. “They absolutely want to be a peace
church. The Anabaptist peace position is very important to them—it has been embedded in their faith from day one.” 
Wiebe says the 200 people in the Free Christian Church congregations are mainly young families who have a passion to
live what they believe and share their faith with others. He is inspired and encouraged by how Lithuanians live their
Christian faith in a country known for its high rate of suicides, struggling economy, rising number of orphaned and
abandoned children and growing problems related to alcohol abuse.  “These small churches of about 40 to 50 people
are reaching out to the community through youth programs and summer camps,” says Wiebe. “One church has a
daycare for at risk kids.”  Over the years, the churches have received spiritual development training and support from
Mennonite families in Lithuania, MB Missions, Eastern Mennonite Missions, Mennonite churches in Germany and many
individuals from Canada and the U.S.  A unifying influence has been LCC International University in the city of Klaipeda.
The college was established in 1991 as the Lithuania Christian Fund College by Art DeFehr of River East MB Church in
Winnipeg, Otonas Balciunas of Lithuania and Johannes Reimer of Germany.

MCC   Declared by the United Nations to be a "disaster area," Gaza is still struggling to recover from
severe flooding. Over 40,000 people have fled their homes and around 100 have been hospitalized as
a result of the flooding and persistent cold temperatures of around five degrees Celsius.  To support
MCC's efforts to quickly respond to disasters like this around the world, consider contributing to
"Where needed most," at donate.mcc.org. To give specifically for flood relief efforts in Gaza, please
direct your donation to Palestine Emergency Assistance. 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity   All Vancouver Christians are invited to an ecumenical prayer
service to mark the occasion of the January 18th-25th Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on Sunday
January 19th at 7:00 pm at First Lutheran Church, (5745 Wales St., Vancouver). Refreshments follow. 
Publicized by Mennonite Church BC. 

Mennonite Disaster Service    The response in High River is up and running! MDS is  looking for
volunteers to serve for a week or more between Jan 20 and Feb 15, as well as a few more crew
leaders, who would be willing to serve for a few weeks at a time throughout this winter and spring.
Call 1-866-261-1274 for more information. 

Regent College   is pleased to host the 2013-14 Laing Lectures featuring Dr. Ellen T. Charry,
(Princeton Theological Seminary). Dr. Charry will deliver a series of three lectures on the topic
“Christian Theology as a Guide for the Emotions” on February 19 and 20, 2014 at Regent College
beginning Wednesday night at 7:30 pm.  For Dr. Charry, theology is not a theoretical enterprise, but
rather an eminently practical and religious undertaking.  In these lectures, she pursues answers to the
question of how Christian beliefs and practices can nurture people intellectually, morally, and
psychologically in the course of everyday life and work.  

Wisdom for the New Year

“Lighthouses don’t go running all over an island looking for boats to save;
they just stand there shining.” 

-- Anne Lamott                       

https://donate.mcc.org/christmas-giving/video
http://www.mccbc.ca


Isaiah 42: 1-9

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
   my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
   he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2 He will not cry or lift up his voice,
   or make it heard in the street;
3 a bruised reed he will not break,
   and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
   he will faithfully bring forth justice.
4 He will not grow faint or be crushed
   until he has established justice in the earth;
   and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

5 Thus says God, the Lord,
   who created the heavens and stretched them
out,
   who spread out the earth and what comes from
it,

who gives breath to the people upon it
   and spirit to those who walk in it:
6 I am the Lord, I have called you in
righteousness,
   I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
   a light to the nations,
7   to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
   from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8 I am the Lord, that is my name;
   my glory I give to no other,
   nor my praise to idols.
9 See, the former things have come to pass,
   and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
   I tell you of them.     [NRSV]

Psalm 29

A Psalm of David.
1 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,
   ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;
   worship the Lord in holy splendour.

3 The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
   the God of glory thunders,
   the Lord, over mighty waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is powerful;
   the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;
   the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,

   and Sirion like a young wild ox.

7 The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of
fire.
8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
   the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

9 The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl,
   and strips the forest bare;
   and in his temple all say, ‘Glory!’ 

10 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;
   the Lord sits enthroned as king for ever.
11 May the Lord give strength to his people!
   May the Lord bless his people with peace!  
[NRSV]



Acts 10:34-43

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly
understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does
what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of
all. 37That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power;
how he went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to

death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised
him on the third day and allowed him to appear,
41not to all the people but to us who were chosen
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with
him after he rose from the dead. 42He
commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as
judge of the living and the dead. 43All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.’

[NRSV]

Matthew 3:13-17

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the
Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have
prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?’ 15But Jesus
answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper
for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then
he consented. 16And when Jesus had been

baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven
said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I
am well pleased.’

[NRSV]


