
Thomas Bergen
and Cara Tweed
are pleased to
announce to their
friends their
engagement to
each other. 

Deberah Shears' mother,
Luella Dueckman, passed
away in her new home in
Cloverdale  on Monday,
January 7, 2012.  Our
hearts are with the
family.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org        E-mail: info@pgimf.org

January 13th, 2013
Speaker:    Derek Carr  - “Baptism of the Lord”

Worship leader: J. Evan Kreider Song Leader: Lisa-Dawn Kilthau
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Edward Epp

Please join us after the service in the lounge for coffee and fellowship 

Last Sunday   Henry Neufeld on Membership Sunday described church membership, then
Edward and Frieda Epp described their journey to PGIMF, and were welcomed by the church
Moderator, Don Teichroeb and a number of distinguished guests.  Listen to the thoughts
offered by audio MP3 recording from Sunday, January 6th, 2013 using your browser's preferred
media player.

PGIMF News
Jaunary 20th John Klassen World Fellowship Sunday
January 27th TBA
February 3rd Jenna Veenbass The Woman at the Well
February 10th Thomas  Bergen Slavery of Death

Please take note of an upcoming Service for the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity, scheduled for January 27 at 2pm at West Point Grey
Presbyterian.  Everyone welcome!

The Wider Church
Being a Faithful Church Study  
Anyone wishing to form a small group to
study the Being a Faithful Church
documents from Mennonite Church
Canada is invited to do so as soon as
possible.  The study material is available
from Andre, and for details on how to conduct a study or return
the results to Willard Metzger, please contact any member of
the church board.

MCC Winter Fundraising Banquets    This year’s banquets begin in Chilliwack and continue
February 9th at 6:30 pm at Peace Mennonite Church (11571 Daniels Rd, Richmond) with A
Table of Sharing. Join the MCC staff for an evening of storytelling with Leroy and Joan Willems,
MCC Sudan and music by Sharika. Tickets $15 available from Peace Mennonite or the MCC BC
office. Visit bc.mcc.org for more info or contact the MCC office toll free at 1 888 622 6337. 

MCC   Since January 2012, MCC has worked together with Haitian partners to rebuild after the
devastating earthquake that struck there. Learn more about MCC's work to support business
and youth, and rebuilding homes, roads and canals. Visit http://mcccanada.ca/haitiearthquake 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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mailto:info@pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://mcccanada.ca/stories/news/
http://bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/workwithmcc
http://mcccanada.ca/haitiearthquake


Missionsfest  You are invited to attend the 30th anniversary Missionsfest Vancouver January
24th-27th at the Vancouver Convention Centre, including free General Sessions featuring
Gracia Burnham, (mission aviator to the Phillippines and held captive by Abu Sayyef for more
than a year), Ajith Fernando who serves in war-torn areas of Sri Lanka, and Patrick Johnstone,
author of the reference book Operation World, a prayer and service guide. Tickets for breakout
sessions, lectures, concerts, youth rallies and the 30th anniversary banquet are available from
Missions Fest online at   http://missionsfestvancouver2013.eventbrite.com/# or through e-mail
at  registrar@missionsfestvancouver.ca. (No contact phone number given)   

Isa. 40:1-5, 9-11

1Comfort, O comfort my people,
   says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
   and cry to her
   that she has served her term,
   that her penalty is paid,
   that she has received from the Lord’s hand
   double for all her sins.

3 A voice cries out:
   ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the
   Lord,
  make straight in the desert a highway for
  our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,
   and every mountain and hill be made low;
   the uneven ground shall become level,
   and the rough places a plain.
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
   and all people shall see it together,

   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 

[..]

9 Get you up to a high mountain,
   O Zion, herald of good tidings;
   lift up your voice with strength,
   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
   lift it up, do not fear;
   say to the cities of Judah,
   ‘Here is your God!’
10 See, the Lord God comes with might,
   and his arm rules for him;
   his reward is with him,
   and his recompense before him.
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
   he will gather the lambs in his arms,
   and carry them in his bosom,
   and gently lead the mother sheep. 

    [NRSV]

Ps. 104:1b-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29b - 30
God the Creator and Provider

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul.
   O Lord my God, you are very great.
    You are clothed with honour and majesty,
2   wrapped in light as with a garment.
   You stretch out the heavens like a tent,
3   you set the beams of your chambers on the
    waters,
    you make the clouds your chariot,
   you ride on the wings of the wind,
4 you make the winds your messengers,
   fire and flame your ministers. 

[..]

24 O Lord, how manifold are your works!
   In wisdom you have made them all;
   the earth is full of your creatures.
25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide,
   creeping things innumerable are there,
   living things both small and great.

[..]
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27 These all look to you
   to give them their food in due season;
28 when you give to them, they gather it up;
   when you open your hand, they are filled
   with good things.
29 When you hide your face, they are
   dismayed;

   when you take away their breath, they die
   and return to their dust.
30 When you send forth your spirit, they are
   created;
   and you renew the face of the ground.

 [NRSV]

Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7

11 For the grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation to all, 12training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and
in the present age to live lives that are
self-controlled, upright, and godly, 

13while we
wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave
himself for us that he might redeem us from
all iniquity and purify for himself a people of
his own who are zealous for good deeds.

15 Declare these things; exhort and reprove
with all authority. Let no one look down on
you. 

3
1Remind them to be subject to rulers and
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for

every good work, 2to speak evil of no one,
to avoid quarrelling, to be gentle, and to
show every courtesy to everyone. 3For we
ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led
astray, slaves to various passions and
pleasures, passing our days in malice and
envy, despicable, hating one another. 4But
when the goodness and loving-kindness of
God our Saviour appeared, 5he saved us, not
because of any works of righteousness that
we had done, but according to his mercy,
through the water of rebirth and renewal by
the Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit he poured out on
us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 7so
that, having been justified by his grace, we
might become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life. 8The saying is sure.    [NRSV]

Lk. 3:15-16, 21-22

15 As the people were filled with expectation,
and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the
Messiah, 16John answered all of them by
saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who
is more powerful than I is coming; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
17His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear
his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.’

[..]

21 Now when all the people were baptized,
and when Jesus also had been baptized and
was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily
form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with
you I am well pleased.’     [NRSV]



September, 2012 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

On July 14, at the 2012 Assembly in
Vancouver, Mennonite Church Canada
delegates overwhelmingly affirmed the
following three recommendations
concerning the Being a 
Faithful Church 4 process (see Andre for
document):

1. We acknowledge with gratitude the
counsel received from congregations,
groups, scholars, and individuals of our
body. We receive this summary report
as a sign of the Holy Spirit’s work among
us, and will use this emerging
framework in future efforts to interpret
scripture together for our faith and life.

2. We recommend that in the next 12
months (July/2012 – July/2013) each
area church of Mennonite Church
Canada organize opportunities to
explore, deepen, and strengthen our
understandings of each of the “paths
and ditches” identified in this summary
report. We further suggest that some
common resources generated and/or
identified by Mennonite Church Canada
be used.

3. We recommend that congregations
process this document carefully. We
further recommend that congregations
highlight particular questions or issues
they are facing that could benefit by
using this framework of scriptural
discernment.  

As promised in the recommendations above
and in keeping with the timetable for the Being
a Faithful Church process presented at the
Vancouver Assembly
(www.resources.mennonitechurch.ca/Resource
View/5/14372 ), we are now sending to you a
resource whereby you can continue to
participate in the follow-up to these
recommendations. Other resources will be
added to support each phase of the BFC
process as outlined in the timetable.  Please set
aside three to four hours (or more) during the
fall of 2012 to work with these materials in your
congregation.  

Please note that this instrument requests
that you respond to the BFC Task Force in
three important ways (by January 31/2013):

Please do the suggested exercise as outlined
below in the instrument document and then
respond in these ways:
1. On the basis of your work, share with

the BFC Task Force your suggestions for
ways to strengthen the document.

2. Highlight other particular questions or
issues that you are facing as a church
which could be clarified by using this
framework of scriptural discernment.

3. Please share with the BFC Task Force
one or two priority questions/concerns
regarding sexuality that you want
Mennonite Church Canada, as a national
Body, to begin to process. 

Thank you to all who have already participated
in this process of equipping the church to
discern scripture and God’s leading on difficult
matters. If you have not yet participated, we
urge you to get involved now. 

In the first three Being a Faithful Church papers
(March 2009, July 2010, and July 2011),  a core
understanding is that this is a spiritual exercise
and that we will engage seriously the spiritual
disciplines  as taught to us by our 
Lord.  Such a process needs to be steeped in
prayer for each other, studying scripture
together, fasting, worship, listening,
celebration, discernment, conversation, and
commitment to learn.

See Andre for copies of The Instrument.
Please review it carefully and find ways to
engage it fully in the life of your
congregation. 
 May God’s Spirit strengthen you and give you
joy.

Willard Metzger,  
Executive Director, Mennonite Church Canada

On behalf of the 
Being a Faithful Church Task Force: 

Andrew Reesor McDowell
Hilda A. Hildebrandt
Laura Loewen
Robert J. Suderman
Rudy Baergen
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