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January 15 , 2012th

Second Sunday of Epiphany

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Rosie Perera; Paul
Thiessen will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Erika Hannan is your usher.  Later
we will hear from Laura Ericsson whose message is entitled A Call in the Cosmos from the lectionary texts for
today.  Please join us in the lounge after service for coffee and fellowship.  Parents with small children, please
note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you
are invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   Last Sunday, Don Teichroeb spoke on the Old Testament lectionary reading, Genesis 1.1-5 (and
John 1.1-5).  This wonderful creation story, however interpreted, places God at the center of everything.  But
that is where agreement often stops.  Over the centuries, and increasingly so as our era approaches, there have
been widespread debates about Genesis 1 and science generally.  Francis Collins discusses this in some detail in
his book, The Language of God.  For centuries, people assumed the earth was flat, likely square with four
corners, and that the heavens revolved around the earth, for that was what people could observe throughout the
years.  But when this understanding was challenged, people of faith did not understand, and lashed out, fearing
that the very pillars of faith were being denied.  When Galileo's telescope revealed that four moons circled
around Jupiter and not the earth, again many Christians were aggressively defensive, largely because of
misunderstandings and inadequate assumptions.  Don then asked, "How will we be judged by history
concerning things we believe about the world, largely because we
do not yet understand?"  Augustine argued that God is outside the
boundaries of time, a view that is too often forgotten.  The poetic
account in Genesis says, so very wonderfully, "In the beginning",
but we no longer even know whether there ever was a beginning, or
what there was before there was a beginning!  When did space
appear?  No matter where we turn, all known theories seem to
require assumptions (faith).  During discussion it was noted that the
less we understand things, the more we speak about them with
unshakable conviction, whereas, in all of this talk, we ought to see
ourselves standing in the center of these questions--in awe and
wonder.  And someone once said, "I am not here to answer
questions, only to arouse curiosity."  [JEK] 

PGIMF News
January 22 Lectionary texts Janice Kreider
January 29 Spiritual Seasons - Winter Connie Siedler
February 5 Lectionary texts J. Evan Kreider
February 12 TBA   - 

The Wider Church
MB Mission    Otto and Lidia are serving God in Peru.  Pray that they will continue to be good examples to the
people around them and those they are discipling.  Pray for their spiritual and physical integrity, with all the
pressures they must face. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Point Grey-area Churches
The churches of the West Point Grey
neighbourhood feature a Special
Service for the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity: Sunday, January 22,
2:00pm, at West Point Grey United
Church (corner of 8th & Trimble). This
ecumenical service is for all the West
Point Grey churches combined.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2012    Iris Leung (Chinese Grace Mennonite Church) is co-chair of the
Hosting Committee for the July Mennonite Church Canada Assembly that is to be held in Richmond. She is
seeking people to fill a number of positions and invites you to contact her to help out on the committee at: 
kwai_leung88@hotmail.co or 778-960-8543.  This will be a great event celebrating 75 years of the Conference
in Canada and Vancouver churches are asked to welcome the nation in hospitality, food service, organization
and prayer, treasury, and trasportation and tours.  Please let Iris know how you will help.

MCC-BC   MCC is responding to flooding in Philippines with food, water, medicine, bedding and footwear for
survivors in the crowded evacuation centres. You can help. Cheques can be made to MCC BC, marked for
Philippine Flood Response and sent to Box 2038, 31414 Marshall Rd.
Abbotsford, BC V2T 3T8. Donations can also be made when you call
604 850 6639 or toll free at 1 888 622 6337 or online at donate.mcc.org 

Regent College   Come hear a special lecture by Preston Manning, now
Senior Fellow of the Market Place Institute at Regent College, speaking
on what a Christian faith perspective brings to such issues as rebooting
the economy, conserving the environment, and the legal treatment of
physician-assisted suicide. In his lecture entitled Bringing Faith to Bear
on the Public Issues of Our Time.  Everyone welcome to hear the lecture
on Wednesday, January 25, in the chapel at Regent College, beginning at
7:00pm.  Come early for a good seat!  Note: this lecture will also be
broadcast live over Regent Audio at www.regentaudio.com
 
MCC BC Make plans to attend A Table for Sharing MCC Winter Fundraising Banquet at Fraserview MB
Church 11295 Mellis Drive, Richmond. Join us for story telling from Wayne Bremner, MCC BC Executive
Director and music by the Celt-a-billies. February 4  beginning at 6:30 pm. Tickets are $15 and available fromth

Fraserview MB and from the MCC BC office. For more info call 604-850-6639 or toll free at 1-888-622-6337
or visit bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/banquets  

Introduction to Leading Worship Seminars

Columbia Bible College invites BCMB churches to attend this weekly seminar series every Wednesday

evening from January 11 - April 4 running from 7:30pm - 9:30pm.  The schedule of the seminar series gives

clues to its material and intentions:

January 11 - Course Introduction: Philosophy of Worship and the "Next Generation"

January 18 - Planning for Worship: Part 1: Key Principles (Understanding your Congregation)

January 25 - Planning for Worship: Part 2: Models for Service

February 1 - Process for Planning a Worship Set

February 8 - Song Selection 101

February 15 - Preparing Well: Keys to Effective Rehearsals Design

February 22 - Musician's Workshop

February 29 - Reading Week - no classes

March 7 - Vocalist Workshop

March 14 - Expressive Worship DVD with Tom Jackson

March 21 - Stage Presence Workshop

March 28 - Design Team & Creative Worship

April 4 - Worship Leader Round Table Discussion

Participants can attend one or all of the evenings. The cost per seminar is $20 per person, and you are asked to

please register at least one week in advance.  Cost to Audit the complete course: $200 (Churches may purchase

an audit and send a different person each week if you choose), and you are invited to please register by January

4th.  You can also attend the lecture series accompanying the seminars - more details on this are available from

CBC.  To register, please contact Diane Vint at diane.vint@columbiabc.edu  or 604-853-3567, ext 390.  For

more information please see http://www.columbiabc.edu/ 

Pastors lunch
On Tuesday January 17 , PGMFth

will host the Vancouver-area
pastors and youth pastors at their
monthly meeting. Anyone wishing
to attend this always interesting
luncheon meeting (and help host)
is welcome to contact Andre. 

mailto:kwai_leung88@hotmail.co
http://www.bc.mcc.org/agm
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Columbia Bible College features Richard Showalter, chair of the Mission Commission of Mennonite world
conference who will be lecturing on Jesus and the Great World Religions in the chapel at CBC on  Wednesday,
January 25  at 6:30pmth

Pacific Theatre   How many of you have been to see a show at Pacific Theatre and then spent the rest of your
evening chatting/ discussing/ debating with your theatre-going companion about what you just saw?  In offering
the audience evenings of challenging, thought-provoking, inspiring theatre, PT has often heard from audience
members that the deep questions PT shows ask is what keeps them subscribing to our seasons year after year. 
Introducing The Pacific Theatre Club - a new way to engage with the what’s on stage. You’ve heard of book
clubs, and movie clubs, well now you are invited to start you’re own Pacific Theatre Club!  For more
information, check out the http://pacifictheatre.org/involvement/theatre-club page on the PT website! 

MB Herald   Once again, the Herald is inviting all members of BC MB churches to receive a free subscription
to this excellent magazine at the church’s expense.  Please let Andre know if you would like to receive this
inspirational magazine. 

Gathering 2012 is a time where the Mennonite Brethren family in Canada will gather together to enjoy
fellowship, worship, and be inspired to move forward together to achieve our shared mission. You will hear the
vision, ministry, and work of the conference.  You are invited to attend the conference this summer in Winnipeg
on Wednesday-Saturday July 11-14.  Cost is $139 plus accommodations, and you can register or find more
about it at http://www.mbconf.ca/home/events_and_conferences/gatherings/. 

MissionsFest Vancouver this year takes place January 27-29 at the Vancouver Convention Centre at Canada
Place - free general admission , dozens of exhibitors, parade of nations, children’s programs, service sessions,
and worship sessions, and lots of concerts (tickets $7 - $10).  All welcome. 

1 Samuel 3:1-20

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord1

under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those
days; visions were not widespread.

 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow2

dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his
room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and3

Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord,
where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called,4

‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran5

to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he
said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and
lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel6

got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you
called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie
down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord,7

and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to
him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And8

he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for
you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was
calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie9

down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak,
Lord, for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went
and lay down in his place.

 Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as10

before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak,

for your servant is listening.’ Then the Lord said to11

Samuel, ‘See, I am about to do something in Israel
that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it
tingle. On that day I will fulfil against Eli all that I12

have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to
end. For I have told him that I am about to punish13

his house for ever, for the iniquity that he knew,
because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did
not restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of14

Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be
expiated by sacrifice or offering for ever.’

 Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the15

doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to
tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said,16

‘Samuel, my son.’ He said, ‘Here I am.’ Eli said,17

‘What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me.
May God do so to you and more also, if you hide
anything from me of all that he told you.’ So Samuel18

told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then
he said, ‘It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to
him.’

 As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let19

none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel20

from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a
trustworthy prophet of the Lord.    [NRSV]

http://pacifictheatre.org/involvement/theatre-club
http://www.mbconf.ca/home/events_and_conferences/gatherings/


Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

To the leader. Of David. A Psalm.
 O Lord, you have searched me and known me.1

 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;2

   you discern my thoughts from far away.
 You search out my path and my lying down,3

   and are acquainted with all my ways.
 Even before a word is on my tongue,4

   O Lord, you know it completely.
 You hem me in, behind and before,5

   and lay your hand upon me.
 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;6

   it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

[...]

 For it was you who formed my inward parts;13

   you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully14

made.
   Wonderful are your works;
that I know very well.

  My frame was not hidden from you,15 

when I was being made in secret,
   intricately woven in the depths of the earth.

 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.16

In your book were written
   all the days that were formed for me,
   when none of them as yet existed.

 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!17

   How vast is the sum of them!
 I try to count them—they are more than the sand;18

   I come to the end—I am still with you.    [NRSV]

John 1:43-51

 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He43

found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now44

Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and
Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We45

have found him about whom Moses in the law and
also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from
Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything46

good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him,
‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming47

towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite

in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him,48

‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered,
‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’

Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God!49

You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do50

you believe because I told you that I saw you under
the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’

And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will51

see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending
and descending upon the Son of Man.’    [NRSV]

Call to Worship

ONE: Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.

ALL: We will worship the Lord.

ONE: Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.

ALL: We will worship the Lord.

ONE: The Lord calls.

ALL: ...and we hear his call. We will come and worship him.


