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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service will be led by Janice Kreider, we will be
led in song by Evan Kreider, who will also accompany at the piano, and Peter Neudorf is your usher.  Later
we will be hearing from Kevin Hiebert whose message is entitled God’s Plans for You based on the
lectionary readings for today.  Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been made for
child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact other parents or
any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   On January 9th, Gareth Brandt (Columbia Bible College professor of practical theology)
spoke on "The Baptism of our Lord" (Matthew 3.13-17).  We have only one story telling us anything of the
life of Jesus between his infancy and baptism--the story of his lingering in the Temple at age 12. 
Consequently, Jesus suddenly emerges in this narrative as having been baptized, and in 3.16 we are given a
rare allusion to what later has been thought of as the Trinity:  the voice of God, the Spirit appearing "like" a
dove, and the man Jesus.  God's voice proclaimed Jesus as a "Beloved son" even before he had done
anything of significance in the gospel narratives.  But in a sense, this is typical of the gospel accounts, for
they often describe unconditional love being given.  Gareth asked whether we have experienced being
beloved, suggesting that only by our experiencing being loved can we,
in turn, truly and deeply love others.  The next chapter in Matthew
concerns the temptations in the wilderness; what was Jesus, God's
"beloved son", now supposed to do with this unconditional love?  The
gospels proceed, each in their own way, to record stories of how Jesus
proclaimed the primacy of God's love and how it can be expressed in
our lives. [JEK]

Two Sundays ago   On January 2nd, Henry Neufeld told of Jeremiah
being imprisoned by his government for not being patriotic and for
continually criticizing government, even going so far as to declare that
God was surely on the enemy's side, not that of the Jews.  When
Jeremiah's cousin offered to sell land to the prophet--land that was
already under enemy control and was inaccessible to Jeremiah, he
bought it anyway, a seemingly hopeless gesture which was intended to make a point:  One should look
ahead, with faith in God, and act accordingly.  Hope can be merely a thought or it can be expressed
concretely as an act.  Jeremiah hoped that, in spite of the impending crisis, his future descendants would
eventually live on this new parcel of land.  In a similar way, he also looked ahead, in hope, to the time when
God would be able to make a new covenant with people, one not extolling external regulations but rather one
which internalizes moral and ethical values.  Do we look ahead and act, in hope, in ways that will possibly
benefit future generations long after we are gone?  [JEK]

PGIMF News

January 23 J. Evan Kreider Singing the Psalter
January 30 Andre Pekovich Congregational Meeting
February 6 Paul Thiessen -
February 13 Aaron Roberts Not the lectionary! 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Transitions
J. Evan Kreider is most willing to
assist anyone interested in having
a worship service designed which
celebrates the rites of passage
such as memorial services and
child dedications, and he is
licensed to officiate weddings in
B.C. on behalf of PGIMF. 

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


_  The Friday Group   On Friday, January 21, 10:30 a.m. we begin a study/discussion of the book "The
Naked Anabaptist," by Stuart Murray. This book is about the core components of Anabaptism and what they
mean for faith today. It describes a way of following Jesus that challenges, disturbs, and inspires us. Read the
introduction and chapters 1 and 2 for Friday. All are welcome: First United Mennonite's education building
on Friday, January 21, at 10:30 a.m. 

The Wider Church
MBMSI becomes MB Mission   As MBMS International spoke to church leaders, pastors, missionaries and
congregational members, we realized that our name was hard to remember and [our message] could be
strengthened.  Our decision to change MBMS International to MB Mission has been a journey of discovery
and relationship building. For more than 110 years Mennonite Brethren men and women have followed the
call of God, risking the uncertainties of the unknown to bring the message of salvation to remote, unreached
regions of the world.  We are your mission agency. Together, we will bring good news, proclaiming peace
and salvation to those who will listen.  Randy Friesen, General Director

MCC   The annual MCC BC Prayer Booklet has stories and prayer requests from our MCC Voluntary
Service Workers and International Volunteer Exchange Program participants here and abroad. A paper copy
will be sent to you with the February issue of the Update at the end of January. For now, you can share this
resource with folks in your congregation electronically: http://bc.mcc.org/whatwedo/serviceworker just click
on the icon on that page!

Pacific Theatre presents My Name is Asher Lev, a coming-of-age
story of a young Jewish prodigy who  paints The Brooklyn
Crucifixions.  The reaction of his Orthodox community forces a
terrible decision — between family and vocation, between his love
for God and his desperate need to make art. Runs January 28 - 
February 26 Wed - Sun at 8:00 pm, with special features available at
the box office.  Tickets $12.88 on-line or at the door. Best
entertainment value in the city!

Regent College   The free lecture series at Regent College
continues with D. Stephen Long (Marquette) speaking on  
First Principles and the Logic of Christianity and the Market
 This ever popular series takes place Tuesday January 25  in theth

chapel at Regent College beginning at 7:30 pm.  Come early for a
good seat.   Professor Long will follow this with a public lecture at
UBC, Woodward (IRC) Room 5, Wednesday, January 26, 4 pm
titled Christian, Ethics and the Good: Strained but Necessary Partners. 

Mennonite Disaster Service   MDS is excited to once again host youth projects for the summer of 2011,
with the possibility that one project may be held here in BC!  It will take place for four weeks, likely from
July 3  - 29 , location TBA.  Maximum group size 20, minimum age 15 or have completed Grade 9. Nord th

exceptions will be made.  One adult for every four youth is required.  Some churches have asked about
intergenerational teams and we strongly encourage this model as  a wonderful way to get to know someone
older or younger in your church. Youth projects run in one week blocks. If you would like to participate, or
have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Evelyn Peters-Rojas, Human Resources Coordinator,
MDS Extension Office – Winnipeg at 1-866-261-1274.

Mennonite Church Canada - Meet the General Secretary Please take notice of eeting for all to meet and
greet Willard Metzger, the new General Secretary of Mennonite Church Canada.  Please come to share a joy
and a vision from your congregation.  Monday January 17 at 7:00 PM at Emmanuel Mennonite Church in the
fireside room, and Tuesday January 18 at 7:30 PM at Peace Mennonite Church in the fireside room.

2011 MCBC Young Adult
Retreat

Feb 4-6 Young Adults are invited to

join in a weekend of fun, friends,

and fellowship (and maybe some

snow!) at Camp  Squeah.  This

year's theme is "Spirit Quest:

Practices for Growing in Grace"

with speaker Erv Klassen.  Cost to

you is $100, and you can register by

contacting Tim Larson at

04-869-5353.  Registration deadline

is Sunday, Jan 23.



Isaiah 49:1-7 

Listen to me, O coastlands,1

   pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The Lord called me before I was born,
   while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.
 He made my mouth like a sharp sword,2

   in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow,
   in his quiver he hid me away.
 And he said to me, ‘You are my servant,3

   Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’
 But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain,4

   I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the Lord,
   and my reward with my God.’

 And now the Lord says,5

   who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
   and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for I am honoured in the sight of the Lord,

   and my God has become my strength—
 he says,6

‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
   to raise up the tribes of Jacob
   and to restore the survivors of Israel;
I will give you as a light to the nations,
   that my salvation may reach to the end of the
earth.’

 Thus says the Lord,7

   the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
   the slave of rulers,
‘Kings shall see and stand up,
   princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the Lord, who is faithful,
   the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’    
[NRSV]

1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the1

will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,

 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those2

who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,
together with all those who in every place call on the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord* and
ours:

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and3

the Lord Jesus Christ.

 I give thanks to my God always for you because of4

the grace of God that has been given you in Christ
Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in5

him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just6

as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened
among you— so that you are not lacking in any7

spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our
Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the8

end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were9

called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.    [NRSV]

Peace Petition

Late in December Jon Nofziger became aware of a petition being circulated that could lead to a creative path for

Canada in pursuing peace.  There is a bill before Parliament calling for the establishment for a Department of

Peace.  For information on the bill, please see the following links - http://www.departmentofpeace.ca/.    The

petition is aiming to promote awareness about the Department of Peace Initiative and to show the federal

government public support for the establishment of a Department of Peace. The aim over the next 9 months is to

gather 10,000 signatures that can be presented in the House of Commons sometime in fall.  Currently there is an

option to sign (endorse) the petition electronically until the end of January.  Please consider signing and

forwarding this to your circles of contacts.

http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/department-of-peace.html 

Jon Nofziger

Peace and Development Education, Mennonite Central Committee BC

 604.850.6639/1.888.622.6337

http://www.departmentofpeace.ca/
http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/department-of-peace.html


Psalm 40:1-11

To the leader. Of David. A Psalm.
 I waited patiently for the Lord;1

   he inclined to me and heard my cry.
 He drew me up from the desolate pit,2

   out of the miry bog,
and set my feet upon a rock,
   making my steps secure.
 He put a new song in my mouth,3

   a song of praise to our God.
Many will see and fear,
   and put their trust in the Lord.

 Happy are those who make4

   the Lord their trust,
who do not turn to the proud,
   to those who go astray after false gods.
 You have multiplied, O Lord my God,5

   your wondrous deeds and your thoughts towards
us;
   none can compare with you.
Were I to proclaim and tell of them,
   they would be more than can be counted.

 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,6

   but you have given me an open ear.
Burnt-offering and sin-offering
   you have not required.
 Then I said, ‘Here I am;7

   in the scroll of the book it is written of me.
 I delight to do your will, O my God;8

   your law is within my heart.’

 I have told the glad news of deliverance9

   in the great congregation;
see, I have not restrained my lips,
   as you know, O Lord.

 I have not hidden your saving help within my10

heart,
   I have spoken of your faithfulness and your
salvation;
I have not concealed your steadfast love and your
faithfulness
   from the great congregation.

 Do not, O Lord, withhold11

   your mercy from me;
let your steadfast love and your faithfulness
   keep me safe for ever.

 For evils have encompassed me12

   without number;
my iniquities have overtaken me,
   until I cannot see;
they are more than the hairs of my head,
   and my heart fails me.     [NRSV]

John 1:29-34 

 The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him29

and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I30

said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.” I myself did not know31

him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason,
that he might be revealed to Israel.’ And John32

testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did33

not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize
with water said to me, “He on whom you see the
Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes
with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself have seen and34

have testified that this is the Son of God.’    [NRSV]


