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Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning,our service will be led 
by Veronica Dyck; Erna Friesen will be leading us in song and Evan Kreider will be 
accompanying on the piano. Later we will hear from John Friesen.  Cynthia Friesen and Elvira 
Teichroeb are in charge of Sunday School, and Kathryn Garden and Janice Kreider will be with 
the preschoolers and toddlers. Please stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship. 
 
Last Sunday: Evan Kreider offered his reflections on epiphany, the story of the coming of the 
three astronomers? scholars mentioned only in Matthew.  Historically, Herod the Great, son of 
Herod Anitpater, was best known for stamping out brigandage, stamping out a three-year 
rebellion of Jews against Rome, and had received the title “King of the Jews”  in return.  Thus it 
was no accident that the Christ child, called also “King of the Jews”  came to Herod’s attention.   
But it is Matthew who links the King of the Jews to the Messiah for the first time, using different 
prophetic verses from 2Samuel and Isaiah.  The story of the Star of Bethlehem is not included for 
its scientific wonder or accuracy, but as a clue to a deeper meaning.  Dreams play a similar role in 
Matthew’s account to point us to look deeper for meaning in the birth of this child.  Our work, 
our worship, our entertainment and our laws are all rooted in this story.  St. Paul may have 
provided the practice, but without the message of the Epiphany, there would have been nothing to 
practice.  Thus can thinking people be open to the works of God.   [AP] 
 
PGIMF News: 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 
to 658. 
 
Congregational Meeting   Please remember that next Sunday is Potluck followed by our 
congregational meeting.  There will be several items requiring our attention, so please make every 
effort to attend.  If you have other items or reports that you wish to bring before the church, 
please let Don Teichroeb know as soon as possible, so he can include them on the agenda. 
 
Donations receipts for donations to PGIMF should be in your mailboxes today.  Please see Susie 
Funk if you have any questions. 
 
The Friday morning discussion group will meet at Herb Reesors' on Friday, 9:30 a.m. 
 
Upcoming speakers 
January 25    Janice Kreider 
February 1    Henry Hildebrand 
February 8    Rosie Perera 
February 15    Edward Epp 
 
Carla Hiebert (Kevin's younger sister) is now engaged to Tim Neufeld from Winnipeg (of the 
Christian band Starfield) and they've set a date of March 28th (yes, this year!) for a B.C. wedding. 
Her web site at http://www.gastown.com/carla/ includes a charming slideshow. 
 
The UBC alumni magazine "Trek" (winter 2003 issue) has an article on by Daphne Gray-Grant 
home schooling "Learning at Home" (p.16) featuring Rachel Klippenstein. You can also find it at 
http://www.alumni.ubc.ca/trek/issues/index.html  
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The Wider Church 
 
MBMSI   PRAYER FOR PERU.  As you pray for missionaries this week, remember Gerald and 
Shirley Falk , MBMS International missionaries in Peru. Gerald oversees the program for training 
of leaders, and participates on the national executive committee. Ask God to bless their efforts to 
establish a camp and retreat ministry. 
 
Regent College  2004 CHRISTIAN IN THE MARKETPLACE CONFERENCE Spirituality & 
the Workplace: The Latest Fad?  Saturday, February 7, 2004  What does the Bible have to say 
about the head, heart and hand connection in the workplace? Do prayer and work really belong 
together? Is marketplace spirituality an oxymoron? These questions and others will be addressed 
in this year's Christian in the Marketplace Conference with Harry Robinson, Paul Williams, Paul 
Stevens and Patti Towler.  Tickets $75/$55/$40.  Register at Regent bookstore, by mail or online 
at www.regent-college.edu/SpiritWork. 
 
MDS   The 2004 MDS All-Unit Meeting will be held February 13 and 14, 2004 in Abbotsford, 
British Columbia at Emanuel Mennonite Church.  Most of the out of town registrations are in 
now, and there is opportunity for local to people to attend the meetings, and become excited about 
the work of Mennonite Disaster Service, locally, especially after Firestorm 2003, and the flooding 
in the Fall, but also learn about the bigger picture and what is happening North America wide.   
 
MDS Los Angeles church plant renovation in the poor section of town from January 28th - 6th 
Feb.  Following this project is one in San Diego dealing with wildfires and cleanup, and perhaps 
construction of a house or two, into April-May. Contact Harold Neufeld 738-5683 or Eddie 
Neufeld (California coordinator) at 559-734-4030. 
 
Today comes an urgent request from the Colombian Mennonite Church to Mennonite Church 
Canada to do what we can to avert attempts to arrest Colombian Mennonite Church leader 
Ricardo Esquiva. You will find the information we received regarding this call for action on the 
Mennonite Church Canada website at the following web address. 
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/news/releases/2004/01/16-urgent.htm  
 
Mennonite Church Canada is in process of faxing letters to Colombian and Canadian authorities. 
We encourage your congregation to do the same. (A sample letter is provided on the website)  
Your prompt pleadings to officials may prevent his arrest. Act as you feel led and pray for 
Ricardo Esquiva and the Colombian Mennonite Church.  
 
Kathy Fast,  
Exec.Assistant, Coordinator, National Ministries  
Mennonite Church Canada Witness  
600 Shaftesbury Blvd  
Winnipeg, MB R3P 0M4    E-mail: [available upon request from mennonitechurch.ca]  
 
 
Church Music Conference:   Emmanuel Mennonite Church in Abbotsford is hosting "Sing a 
New Song," a one-day church music conference for area churches with resource people Mary 
Oyer (Indiana), Angela Neufeld, Evan Kreider and Katherine Funk, on Saturday, February 28, 
2004, from 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
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 Needed: Full Time Driver/Receiver at Abbotsford East MCC Thrift Shop. Must to qualified to 
drive 1 ton truck and able to lift heavy objects. Apply before February 15, 2004 to ensure 
consideration. Contact Norma Neufeld at MCCBC Office (604) 850-6639 or check out the 
website at www.mcc.org/bc for job postings. 
 
 
 

MBMS International Missionary Richard Penner Dies 
  Richard Henry Penner, humanitarian worker to Afghanistan and Uzbekistan with MBMS International, was 

killed Monday evening January 13th, 2004 in a plane crash in Tashkent, the capital of Uzbekistan. He was 56 
years old.   "For over two decades, Richard was committed to serving the people of Central Asia, even 
through a period of much conflict in the region. His sudden death is a great loss, not only to his family, but 
also to the people he served so well. My hope is that his example will challenge others to give their lives in 
service as Richard did," says Harold Ens, General Director of MBMS International.     
      Penner was born January 26, 1947 in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
He had been a member of the North Kildonan MB Church since the age of 12. Married in 1971 to his wife 
Ann, the couple, along with their three young children, moved to Afghanistan in 1978 to serve with 
International Assistance Mission. What began as a two year term on behalf of MBMS International turned 
into over 25 years of service. While in Afghanistan, the Penners worked with medical projects including 
setting up a prosthetic clinic and an eye hospital.   After serving in various administrative capacities within 
IAM as well as the Executive Director, Richard along with Ann moved to Uzbekistan in 1993 to serve with 
World Concern, an international Christian humanitarian organization. Just last year the couple had moved 
back to Afghanistan where Richard was serving as the Country Manager and overseeing a food-production 
project at the time of his death.   "Richard was an expert on the culture and the politics of Afghanistan and the 
entire Central Asia region. He was well known both to government officials and to non-governmental (NGO) 
workers throughout the region, and was appreciated for his wide experience, wise insights and sense of 
humor," expressed staff at World Concern.   Richard, a devoted and caring husband and father, is survived by 
his wife Ann and their children; Betty-Anne & Matthew Siebert, Rebecca & Dennis Warkentin and Daniel & 
Lorilee Penner, all of whom live in Winnipeg.   A funeral service will be held in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. Plans 
for a memorial service in Winnipeg will be announced at a later date. You are invited to contribute to a 
Memorial Fund, in memory of Richard Penner. The designation of this fund will be announced. Contributions 
may be made to MBMS International. 

By Megan E. Roberts 
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 CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
 
One When Jesus returned home to declare his life’s work, he quoted the Scriptures, 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me!”  
 
All May the Spirit be upon us, too!  
One This is the Spirit that succours the poor,  
All and liberates those in bondage.  
One This is the Spirit that gives vision,  
All and frees the destitute.  
One This is the Spirit that erases all debts and declares a year of new beginning.  
All Let the Spirit that would do such things be upon us! Let us worship God. 
 
 
 

Peter 3: 8 - 15 

 
8But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, 
as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The 
heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth 
and everything in it will be laid bare. 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, 
what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you 
look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the 
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in 
keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the 
home of righteousness. 14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, 
make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind 
that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote to you 
with the wisdom that God gave him.  
 
 


