
Potluck lunch
and Congregational Meeting

Everyone is welcome to attend our Potluck
lunch next Sunday after the service.  Please
bring something to share, and remember to
stay afterward for the Congregational
Meeting.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org        E-mail: info@pgimf.org

January 20th, 2013

Speaker:    John Klassen
Salvation, Discipleship and Discipline among early Anabaptists

Worship leader: Veronica Dyck Song Leader: Andre Pekovich
Accompanist: Titus Gregory Usher: Erika Hannan
Child Care/Sunday School: Saraphina Unger will be available on January 27th this month

Please join us after the service in the lounge for coffee and fellowship 

Last Sunday   On January 13th, Derek Carr (Reader at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, thespian,
and former Head of UBC's Department of French, Italian, and Hispanic Studies) spoke most
engagingly on "Translation, Interpretation, and Salvation".  When attending Mass at Holy
Guardian Angel in Barcelona last summer, Derek noticed that the Mass, translated into Catalan,
retained certain linguistic traditions which had been lost in the English translation used in his
church (just a block north of our Centre).  As a specialist in translating and in Linguistic Studies,
he knew all too well the pitfalls facing any translator--pitfalls which face each and every
scholar involved in translating the bibles on which we rely. Translation often involves a
rewriting of an original text, the including of one's views on the text.  Translations can even
suppress or reinterpret.  For example, there is general disagreement concerning what the
angels reportedly declared to the shepherds (Luke):  "goodwill toward men", "peace to his
people on earth", "and on earth peace to men whom the Lord esteems" (Catalan), "peace to
men he loves" (French).  Some translators prefer to
adhere to the sense of the Latin, some try to mirror
current thinking in their denominations, some try
to speak to the unchurched, and some like to
mirror societal concerns such as inclusive language
(mandated at UBC).  These possibilities baffle any
who are not linguists, and they also even baffle
linguists.  However, the general sense of our texts
is more or less on-track, for which we can give
thanks.    [JEK]

PGIMF News
January 27th Michael Thomas Lectionary texts
February 3rd Jenna Veenbass The Woman at the Well
February 10th Thomas  Bergen Slavery of Death
February 17th J. Evan Kreider Lent I

The Friday Group    This Friday (Jan. 25th) the group continues its discussion of the Being a
Faithful Church process, and will consider the material for Session 2:   "A Case for Civil Rights
and the Opposition to Apartheid."  Friday, 10:00 a.m. at First Mennonite's education building
(52nd at Fraser).  All welcome - especially you.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


Dissident Discipleship by David Augsburger   This book forms the study guide for the
Mennonite Church BC LEAD conference and Annual Sessions held this February 23rd at Bethel
Mennonite Church.  PGIMF has two copies available for loan for those who wish to read it. 
Preference given to those attending the LEAD conference as it will be discussed there.    

$$$   (Did that get your attention?)  The treasurer announces that donation receipts are in
your mailslots. Please check for them (and the rest of your mail too!)

The Wider Church

Prayer service   Please take note of an upcoming Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity, scheduled for January 27 at 2pm at West Point Grey Presbyterian.  Everyone welcome!

MCC Winter Fundraising Banquets    This year’s banquets begin in Chilliwack and continue
February 9th at 6:30 pm at Peace Mennonite Church (11571 Daniels Rd, Richmond) with A
Table of Sharing. Join the MCC staff for an evening of storytelling with Leroy and Joan Willems,
MCC Sudan and music by Sharika. Tickets $15 available from Peace Mennonite or the MCC BC
office. Visit bc.mcc.org for more info or contact the MCC office toll free at 1 888 622 6337. 

Columbia Bible College will celebrate the Installation of Dr. Bryan Born as President on
Sunday, March 10, 2013, 3:00 p.m. at Ross Road Community Church in Abbotsford.  You are
invited to join for this public welcome and blessing for ministry.

MCC   Since January 2012, MCC has worked together with Haitian partners to rebuild after the
devastating earthquake that struck there. Learn more about MCC's work to support business
and youth, and rebuilding homes, roads and canals. Visit http://mcccanada.ca/haitiearthquake 

BCMB Conference   CBC, in conjunction with BCMB Conference hosts the seminar and
workshop Hemorrhaging Faith: Why & When Canadian Young Adults are Leaving,
Staying & Returning to the Church, March 4-8, 2013.   Why are Canadian young adults
leaving, staying or returning to the church? This seminar and breakout workshops are based
on an EFC-commissioned report. Designed for church leaders, lay people, parents and youth,
these sessions will be presented by James Penner (BEd, MA) lead author of the report. James is
a youth sociologist, youth worker, a former public school educator and presently an adjunct
professor of Sociology at University of Lethbridge.  Registration information to follow.

Mennonite Disaster Service    Interested in visiting New York?   Here’s one way....  The MDS
Ontario Unit is partnering with the New York Unit in their response in Staten Island, NY, after
Hurricane Sandy. The New York Unit has been working on clean up and repairs in Staten Island
since Sandy hit. The Ontario Unit will partner with them in the rebuilding phase. New York City
officials are coordinating the distribution of jobs and funds for materials.  To help or donate,
check with Evelyn Peters-Rojas at epetersrojas@mds.mennonite.net, call (866) 261-1274 (toll
free) or by mail to MDS, Canada,  6A-1325 Markham Rd, Winnipeg, MB R3T 4J6, or at www. 
http://mds.mennonite.net/home/ 

Mennonite Church BC offers a session in Indigenous Worldview Training to be held on
February 9th, 9:00-3:00 at Peace Mennonite Church in Richmond.  The first round of this
seminar was done in November at Emmanuel Mennonite Church in Abbotsford.  This is an
opportunity for Vancouver area folks.  For more information go to www.mcbc.ca/events and
click on Brander's Blog.
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1 Corinthians 12:1-11

1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and
sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.
2You know that when you were pagans, you
were enticed and led astray to idols that
could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to
understand that no one speaking by the Spirit
of God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no
one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy
Spirit.

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the
same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; 

6and there are
varieties of activities, but it is the same God
who activates all of them in everyone. 7To

each is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good. 8To one is given
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom,
and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing
by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various
kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. 11All these are
activated by one and the same Spirit, who
allots to each one individually just as the
Spirit chooses. [NRSV]

Matthew 5:1-10

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the
mountain; and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to
speak, and taught them, saying:

3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.

4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will
be comforted.

5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit
the earth.

6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, for they will be filled.

7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will
receive mercy.

8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will
see God.

9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will
be called children of God.

10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. 

11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you
and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted
the prophets who were before you.    [NRSV]



Micah 6:6-8

6 ‘With what shall I come before the Lord,
   and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings,
   with calves a year old?
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of
   rams,
   with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?
    Shall I give my firstborn for my

    transgression,
   the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
   and what does the Lord require of you
   but to do justice, and to love kindness,
   and to walk humbly with your God?

[NRSV]

Welcome letter to newcomers to First Christian Church in Portland
(submitted by Henry N)

 

Thank you for coming to First Christian Church.

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, gay, straight,
filthy rich, dirt poor, no hablan Inglés. We extend a special welcome to those who are
crying newborns, broken hearted, or in need of a safe place.

We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli or like many of us who can’t carry a
note in a bucket. You’re welcome here if you’re “just browsing,” just woke up, or just got
out of jail. We don’t care if you believe in God or if you’ve never been to church.

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to
teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads,
starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome
those who are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems
or you’re down in the dumps or if you don’t like “organized religion,” we’ve been there
too.

If you blew all your offering money at the dog track, you’re welcome here. We offer a
special welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t
spell, or because grandma is in town and wanted to go to church.

We welcome those who are inked, pierced, or both. We offer a special welcome to those
who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down your throat as a kid or got
lost in traffic and wound up here by mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers and
doubters, bleeding hearts … and you!

We are First Christian Church – a social justice congregation – and we love you.


