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Vancouver Cantata Singers with guest guitarist
Stephen Lochbaum proudly present Cultural
Canvasses - the first in a series show-casing great
choral works of Latin America and Spain
Castelnuovo-Tedesco’s Romancero Gitano for choir
and guitar provides the centrepiece of the concert. 
Saturday, February 4th at 8:00 pm at Christ Church
Cathedral, Vancouver and Sunday, February 5th at
3.00 pm at West Van United Church.  Tickets $26;
Seniors/Students. $22 from Ticketmaster (604-280-
3311), or www.ticketmaster.ca, at Sikora’s Classical
Records, or at Tickets Tonight (604-684-2787) or
online at www.ticketstonight.ca . 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

January 22, 2006

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Veronica
Dyck, Rosie Perera will lead us in song, Evan Kreider will be accompanying on the piano and Peter Neudorf is
your usher.  Later we will hear from Arlyn Friesen Epp whose sermon will be entitled “Eyes of Faith” and will
feature four fascinating stories that will draw us deeper into our faith.  Children are welcome to join the primaries
in the nursery or our teachers in the Sunday School classes. Please join us after the service for coffee and
fellowship in the lounge.

Last Sunday  On January 15, Mark Northey spoke on "The power of God to change lives". In the day's
lectionary readings, we were reminded that God has both created us, knows everything about us, and will never
be separated from us (Psalm 139). We were also reminded that God has directly asked certain individuals to be
open to having their lives change profoundly (God's call to Samuel and Christ's call to Nathaniel), and that each
of us is called to be set aside from the world (1 Cor. 6:12-20). This God who calls us is the same God which
breathed a word and created the universe, the same God who breathed "the Word" and it became flesh. Inviting
us to meditate briefly on who God truly is, Mark unveiled a number of icons and crosses while having us listen to
recorded singing (including the beatitudes). He then continued his meditation by focusing on the cross. "It is only
in the cross that our God is revealed." The cross became for us the Tree of Life. Our calling is to partake of the
fruit of the tree of life (Christ) and live, but before we truly live, we must first die to ourselves and learn to live
for others. "We may only live if we die." [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
January 29 John Neufeld Do You Understand What You’re Reading?
February 5 Jackie Bolen -
February 12 Janice Kreider -
February 19 - -

Potluck lunch & Church congregational meeting
Sunday January 29th  after the potluck lunch. 

�The Teichroebs have a new address - 
  Phone number remains the same.

The Wider Church

����Portable CMU    New name, new programme. 
Details of a new Anabaptist education programme
January 20-21 sponsored by Peace Mennonite Church
and featuring CMU and AMBS professors speaking on
a range of topics are availableon the bulletin board in
the hall. Please register soon directly with Peace
church if possible, or with Andre if necessary (sigh) if
you wish to attend this exciting and informative series of seminars. Note: 5th course added!
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���� Note from the Treasurer    Please note that the receipts for your donations are in your mailboxes.

MCC SCS presents The Golden Violin with Calvin Dyck, violin and Betty Suderman, piano. "A multi-
dimensional concert with a fascinating story, colourful costumes, imaginative visual backdrops and stirring
music.” Feb. 10th at 7:00 pm White Rock Baptist Church. Tickets: Tapestry Music 538-0906

MCC Fundraising Dinners at Bakerview MB February 3 and 4, 2006 - 6:30 pm in Abbotsford (3rd) and Bethel
Mennonite in Aldergrove (4th) featuring guest speaker: Cynthia Peacock, MCC India.

Missionsfest   Don’t forget Missionsfest this year January 27-29 at the Vancouver Trade & Convention Centre. 
Come see chldren’s programmes, praise God, learn at seminars, and seek mission opportunities from early to way
late.  See the brochures on the table in the hall or go to http://www.missionsfestvancouver.ca/ for more
information.

The Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents "The David Toews story: a Mennonite Hero" with Dr.
Helmut Harder. Come hear the dramatic story of the work of David Toews and the Mennonite Board of
Colonization that enabled the 1920's exodus of 25,000 Mennonites from the Soviet inferno. The work of B.B.
Janz & others in Russia is fairly well known but not a single Mennonite would have escaped Russia without a
corresponding effort in Canada. Saturday, February 18th at 7:00 p.m. in the Emmanuel Mennonite Church, 3471
Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford, B.C.  Admission is free but the story is priceless.

Opera Appassionata presents six singers accompanied by harp and piano in a special evening of Evening
Prayers, Hymns and Serenades at the Simmons Mattress Gallery, 1001 W. Broadway. Saturday, Jan.28th and
Sunday, Jan 29th at 8:00 pm.  Tickets $20 s/s $15. For more info call Frank 604-910-2907, to reserve call 604-
312-3510.

���������������	����
����	��������������������������������	��	��
CBC News

Allen Slater is heading to Iraq at age 70 as a volunteer with Christian Peacemaker Teams against the advice of the
Canadian government, but with the cautious support of his family in Ontario. It will be the retired farmer's fourth
visit to Iraq, where four members of the Christian group – including Canadians James Loney and Harmeet
Sooden – were taken hostage by militants seven weeks ago. Their fate is unknown.

Slater, who is from Zorra Township in southwestern Ontario, says he's compelled to do what he can in the name
of peace, even if it means putting his life at risk. "I felt for some time that it's old men that start wars and it's high
time that old men try to stop them," he said at a special church service on Sunday that served as his send-off. He
leaves Canada this week.  More than 100 people at the service also prayed for Slater and the hostages.

Slater admits the kidnappings have made him appreciate the stress his family feels when he is on his missions. He
says he's been asked if he's crazy to return to Iraq. He adds that the people who start wars should have to answer
that question.

Sarah Slater, his daughter, was barely able to speak at her father's send-off.  "You make me very proud, but, God,
it's going to be hard, and as much as I get it, I wish you didn't have to do this."

It's been nearly two months since Loney, Sooden and an American and Briton were taken hostage. 
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Psalm 121

A Song of Ascents.
1I lift up my eyes to the hills—
   from where will my help come?
2My help comes from the Lord,
   who made heaven and earth.

3He will not let your foot be moved;
   he who keeps you will not slumber.
4He who keeps Israel
   will neither slumber nor sleep.

5The Lord is your keeper;
   the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
6The sun shall not strike you by day,
   nor the moon by night.

7The Lord will keep you from all evil;
   he will keep your life.
8The Lord will keep
   your going out and your coming in
   from this time on and for evermore. 

Mark 8:22-26

22 They came to Bethsaida. Some people brought a
blind man to him and begged him to touch him. 23He
took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the
village; and when he had put saliva on his eyes and
laid his hands on him, he asked him, ‘Can you see
anything?’ 24And the man looked up and said, ‘I can

see people, but they look like trees, walking.’ 25Then
Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he looked
intently and his sight was restored, and he saw
everything clearly. 26Then he sent him away to his
home, saying, ‘Do not even go into the village.’

M2/W2

Roger felt a little disappointed after his first M2 visit. He thought about the evening events as he silently walked back to
his cell. He had been waiting for weeks for this visit, and as he waited he fantasized about what his M2 would be like. He
had heard through the grapevine that Vern, his M2 was a conservative Christian. Roger thought this would be an
entertaining evening, and was waiting for Vern when Vern walked into the visiting room. Roger’s first plan of action was
to determine the size of his M2’s big black Bible, only to find out that he was not carrying one. Roger, not to be deterred,
walked around him looking for bulging pockets. He found none. They settled down to visit, and all too soon the evening
was over. Not a word was spoken about the agenda that Roger thought would dominate their time together. So began a
friendship that would span decades, only to be severed by natural deaths.

Roger was eventually released on parole. In becoming part of a faith community he had a wonderful support network that
grew to 12 to 15 people. When Roger remarried, the community was there to help with all the arrangements and to
celebrate with him. Some years later when Roger was dying of cancer, the same faith community was there for support,
visitation and comfort.

We are particularly in need of over 100 male volunteers in the federal prisons!   Please see if you are one who
can help. Thanks.  

Wayne Northey, Director 
M2/W2 Association - Restorative Christian Ministries 
#208 - 2825 Clearbrook Rd. 

Abbotsford, BC 
1(800)298-1777 (toll free in Canada) 


