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January 25th, 2009
Mennonite World Fellowship Sunday

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today, our service will be led by Andre Pekovich, Eric
Hannan will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Ike Sawatsky is your usher.  Later we
will hear from J. Evan Kreider who will be speaking on the lectionary texts for today.   Parents are requested to
make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in
the chapel during the service.  All guests and visitors are all welcome to join us in the dining room after the

service for potluck lunch and fellowship - there is always plenty of food..  Also please stay after potluck lunch for

our congregational meeting - there is church business to transact, and Don has organized the agenda tightly so we
can be done before too long.

Last Sunday   Rosemary Monreau was our guest speaker, representing the Lingana Foundation which seeks to
teach reconciliation to Muslim teenagers in war-torn areas in Darfur (about the size of Alberta), Chad, Central
Africa, etc. To help introduce us to the problems she is addressing, she brought and displayed powerful drawings
created by students which depict graphic scenes from fighting in the villages from which they had to flee. 1
Samuel 3.1 tells us that "The Word of the Lord was rare in those days"; many of the ideas concerning
reconciliation are rarely or never heard today in parts of Africa beset with feuds carried on for generations and
with very serious family violence issues. Monreau hopes that, as Christians live a life of reconciliation among
these peoples, individuals will come to know the love of God, even if not the specific ways and thinking of
Christianity. She is therefore interested in promoting reconciliation through living a life of compassion. By
consistently showing compassion, Muslim individuals (who respect Jesus as a prophet, though not as the greatest
prophet) may ask new questions. Her dream is to train some 1,800 young people (11-18) in thinking about
reconciliation for a year, and then have the older students help spread the ideas. She requests our prayers, financial
support and volunteers willing to work on the foundation's behalf in Vancouver. [JEK]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
February 1 Johann Funk Winds of Peace
February 8 Henry Neufeld Show me your Glory
February 15 Andre Pekovich Service of worship and prayer
February 22 Russ Klassen -

Marion remains at Holy Family Hospital (7801 Argyle St. near
Marine Dr.) recovering from her broken hip and associated
surgeries. Visitors are always welcome.

The Generous Orthodoxy study discussion group will meet at
the Epp home on Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Membership
If you wish to discuss becoming a member of
PGIMF, please see any member of the board
on the back of your church list, or one of the
people listed at the bottom of this bulletin.



The Wider Church

MBMSI  Christoph and Antonia Hägele are MBMS
International workers in Lithuania, sent jointly by MBMSI
and the German MB Conference. Pray for them (and their 4
children) as they teach at Evangelical Bible Institute and
minister to youth. Pray also for their church planting efforts
in three different locations. 

MC-BC new bylaws  At the AGM (Feb. 21, 2009)
Mennonite Church BC will present a motion for approval by
the delegate body for the purpose of bringing our MCBC
By-laws up to date. Copies of the by-laws have been sent
out for your consideration.  Amendments will be accepted
for the next few days, but you are requested to get yours in
as soon as possible.  Anybody wishing a copy of the bylaws
by e-mail (old bylaws also available for comparison)  please e-mail Andre at (redacted) 

Missions Fest 2009 takes place this year next weekend from 9:00 am Friday  to 5:00 pm Sunday at the Vancouver
Trade & Convention Centre featuring Tony  Campolo,  Mark  Buchanan,  Joseph  D’Souza,  Marie  Ens  and Mike 
Yankoski.  Information  about  the  event  and volunteering can be found on the bulletin board in the hall or at
http://www.missionsfestvancouver.ca/. 

Samaritan's Purse and Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) announce to area churches that they are partnering
together in providing clean-up assistance to those impacted by the flood and mudslides in the Fraser Valley.
Volunteers welcome - please call 604-393-3901 (volunteer centre in Greendale).  Questions can be directed to
Leonard Klassen (MDS BC Unit Board Chair) at 604-855-2542 mdsbc@mds.mennonite.net or Andy Northrup
(Samaritan's Purse) at 604-393-3901.

MCC-BC - Peace Desk   Nobel Peace Prize nominee Jeff Halper has been on the front lines of organizing for
peace in Israel for almost 30 years. Halper is known internationally for his work as a co-founder of the Israeli
Committee Against Home Demolitions and for his passionate commitment to non-violent, political strategies to
solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Halper visits Vancouver during his tour of Canada, and you can hear Jeff and
the response from Israeli filmmaker Rafi Spivak and Israeli political scientist Ofer Kenig on Tuesday January 27th

from 7 - 9:30 pm at the Peretz Centre, 6184 Ash St. in Vancouver. On Wednesday January 28th, Jeff will be at the
Unitarian Church, from 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm  949 W. 49th at Oak.    Suggested donation $10, no-one turned away. 
Sponsored by Independent Jewish Voices (Canada).

MCC's annual fundraising banquets are coming up next month, featuring guest speaker Zemedkun Baykeda
Habtyimer - Executive Director of Meserete Kristos Church Relief and Development Association (MCC's partner
in Ethiopia) and music by the Columbia Singers. Zemedkun has an amazing personal testimony that you can read
when you visit: www.mcc.org/acp/2004/Mar_Apr/aCP_MarApr2004.pdf  It is inspiring!

February 27, 6:30 pm - Peace Mennonite Church, Richmond BC 

February 28, 6:30 pm - South Langley MB Church, Langley BC 

March 6, 6:30 pm - Bakerview MB Church, Abbotsford, BC 

March 7, 6:30 pm - Sardis Community Church, Chilliwack BC 

Tickets will be available as of February 1st at host church offices, from your MCC rep, at area MCC Thrift Shops
and from the MCC office. Mark your calendars and use the appropriate bulletin announcement below.

The Social Committee would like to invite all
church goers, and students of the Menno
Simons Centre, to a Red and White Party on
Sat. Feb. 14th beginning at 6:30 pm. Please
consider bringing some "red and white"
dessert, dressing in your finest red and white
outfits for the occasion (optional of course)
and bring your favourite "lovely" games to the
party. We will be setting up the dining room
and sanctuary "coffee house" style, so help in
setting up and taking down would be
appreciated. Please join us for a fun-filled
evening for all ages!



Gathering Prayer 

1For God alone my soul waits in silence;

   from him comes my salvation.

2He alone is my rock and my salvation, my
fortress; I shall never be shaken. 

Selah

5For God alone my soul waits in silence, 
for my hope is from him.

6He alone is my rock and my salvation, my

fortress; I shall not be shaken.

7On God rests my deliverance and my honour; 
my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.

8Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out

your heart before him; God is a refuge for us. 

Selah

11Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: 

that power belongs to God, 12and steadfast love

belongs to you, O Lord.  [NRSV]

Prayer of Confession

Leader: God of hope,

People: we need your strength and power

to overcome the forces that lure us away from you rtruth.

Grant us diligence to resist what is evil,

patience to endure when we are fearful,

and determination to persevere in the path of the hope and peace,

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The focus of Lingana Foundation is to offer compassionate, holistic and sustainable programs for children and their
communities, in the conflict and poverty stricken areas of Sudan (Darfur region), Chad and Central African Republic.
 
Given that the tragedy of the lives we deal with are so pressing, we have already been hard at work in the field and in North
America. As a result, our administrative processes, such as our pending charity status, our website, and other administrative
aspects, are slower in being completed. Our last phase (confirmation of charitable status) should be complete early in
January, retroactive to 2008.  

 
 
 
 
 
We gratefully accept donations of any amount while we continue to bring compassionate projects that bring life-giving hope
through education and community support. Please consider facilitating our mission in the field by your generous
contribution, either monthly or as a special one-time donation. For instance, $300 will educate one youth and his/her direct
community for the first year.
 
Please make your donation payable to:
Lingana Foundation,  #270, 101-1001 West Broadway, Vancouver, BC V6H 4E4



Jonah 3:1-5,10

1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time,
saying, 2‘Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’ 3So Jonah set
out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the
Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a
three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the
city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, ‘Forty days
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!’ 5And the
people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a
fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.

6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose
from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself
with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7Then he had a

proclamation made in Nineveh: ‘By the decree of the
king and his nobles: No human being or animal, no
herd or flock, shall taste anything. They shall not feed,
nor shall they drink water. 8Human beings and animals
shall be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry
mightily to God. All shall turn from their evil ways and
from the violence that is in their hands. 9Who knows?
God may relent and change his mind; he may turn from
his fierce anger, so that we do not perish.’

10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from
their evil ways, God changed his mind about the
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them;
and he did not do it.    [NRSV]

Mark 1:14-20

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, ‘The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come
near; repent, and believe in the good news.’

Jesus Calls the First Disciples

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw
Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the

lake—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to
them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’
18And immediately they left their nets and followed
him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of
Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat
mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
men, and followed him.     [NRSV]

1Cor. 7:29-31

25 Now concerning virgins, I have no command of the
Lord, but I give my opinion as one who by the Lord’s
mercy is trustworthy. 26I think that, in view of the
impending crisis, it is well for you to remain as you
are. 27Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free.
Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 28But if
you marry, you do not sin, and if a virgin marries, she
does not sin. Yet those who marry will experience
distress in this life, and I would spare you that.  29I

mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has
grown short; from now on, let even those who have
wives be as though they had none, 30and those who
mourn as though they were not mourning, and those
who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and
those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and
those who deal with the world as though they had no
dealings with it. For the present form of this world is
passing away.    [NRSV]


