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January 26, 2003 

World Fellowship Sunday 
 

Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service is led by Diane Schartner, Sue 
Greenstreet will be leading us in song and Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano. Later we will hear 
from Christina Lui, a resident here at the Menno Simons Centre, who will continue our series on Acts by 
speaking on Acts 4:1-3 “Preach to the Council, then worship in jail”.  Cynthia Friesen and Elvira Teichroeb 
are in charge of children’s church, and Heather Shantz and Jessica Thiessen will be with the toddlers.   
 
• Please stay with us after the service for potluck lunch - there is always lots of food. 
• Also please stay with and help celebrate the arrival of Sabine to Richard Stobbe and Charmaine Weins.  

Cake and coffee will be served. 
 
World Fellowship Sunday:   This fourth Sunday of January is the day chosen by Mennonite World 
Conference as an annual opportunity for Mennonites and Brethren in Christ to reflect on both the history and 
the future of the Anabaptist movement worldwide.  This year’s emphasis is on the church in Africa. 

Shalom! Shalom from brothers and sisters in Africa to brothers and sisters around the world! 
Africa is primarily known for its production of bad news. Bedru Hussein, MWC vice-president from Ethiopia, 
lists the following major problems facing Africa : bad governance, poverty, high unemployment, drought, 
starvation, tribal strife, war, refugees, human rights abuses, HIV/AIDS (particularly high prevalence in South 
Africa, Zimbabwe and Ethiopia). In the face of all this he goes on to underline the good news—churches are 
growing more rapidly in Africa than anywhere else in the world and although there is suffering, there is also 
joy in the midst of all the ambiguities. Celebrating joy is truly one of the special gifts that the church in Africa 
has to share with churches around the world. A member of the African delegation to the 13th World 
Assembly in Calcutta urged: “The Spirit is saying, Celebrate, celebrate the joy of his presence in our lives, 
and especially in his church. Let people hear the Good News by way of celebration instead of by way of 
shame and guilt. Joy is catching, therefore, let it show in life by way of the body and the face; when we sing, 
everybody sings.” 

If we hope for something we do not yet see, then we look forward to it eagerly and with patience. (Romans 8:25)  
 
Last Sunday:   Last Sunday, Henry Neufeld continued our series on the book of Acts by speaking on several 
topics drawn from chapter 3:  beggars, being healed by faith, and conversion.  The energetic early church was 
attracting attention and converts.  What do we do when we encounter beggars downtown?  Instead of 
avoiding eye contact, Peter insisted on it, and on a conversation with the crippled beggar.  Instead of offering 
money, he offered healing (with faith being credited as the agent making it possible).  Formerly inadequate 
and never used feet and ankles "became strong" and useful.  This scene gathers onlookers, so Peter gives yet 
another talk, explaining Jesus' death and resurrection (something which caused the apostles no end of hassles 
with temple authorities).  Henry asked how can someone of faith obtain enough faith in order to be healed, or 
is that the wrong question.  Next he commented on conversions in the early church.  They involved adults 
(not children), were sometimes of the spectacular variety (but not always because some children were raised 
in the church like Timothy).  Henry suggested that we need to avoid encouraging the ideal of specific 
formulas for becoming converted because God is far more creative than are we.  Conversion can come as a 
result of a conversation with a friend, or time of healing, or from a crisis, and the list really does continue.  
Finally, Henry recalled the phrase, "Lord, I believe, help my unbelief."  We, too, will often have doubts, for 
this has been the case from the beginning of the church.  But various levels and struggles with unbelief can 
indeed be helped.  [JEK] 
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PGIMF News: 
 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.  We 
begun this week on #132 
 
If you can help with Sunday School especially with teaching the intermediates, please contact Nubia. 
 
Church meeting business: Anyone who has borrowed a hymnal is asked to return it so we can count how 
many we have.  We may need to purchase more.  You may also buy one - see Andre for details.   
Helmut Lemke has excerpted Karen Hodges’ letter to PGIMF from last week.. 
Karen's Christmas letter which arrived in the middle of Jan. was addressed  to : "Dear Friends at PGIMF:" 
Her job assignment was for three years in Scotland but "I left after one year. My boss and I had serious and substantial disagreements 
about what my position should entail." ... she lived for the first six months in Newcastletown and the next six months in Aberdeen.  " I 
lived in a lovely old house overlooking the North Sea with miles of dunes for walking along as I tried to sort out my soul and the 
worries over the job." 
In May last year she got a position in Missoula, Montana. "This position is a very happy one. I started as a postdoc, than over this 
summer I upgraded to a research faculty. The position is not tenure - track.  Research has been superb, we are working in Yellowstone 
National Park.... All centered on snowshoe hares ..branching out into red squirrels. ....a richly rewarding thing has been the teaching. 
Last spring I taught a science writing class, which I will teach again next term. .....it is a great forum for stimulating discussion and 
new ideas. ...I feel myself growing like a well-tended plant here, quite unlike the harsh withering that happened in Scotland.... 
I've lost my address list!   -  I think of you all often and send my love ...to you all. 
 
Karen Hodges,  Missoula, MT [e-mail and postal address available upon request] 
 
Bible Study This week’s meeting of the Friday morning study of Brian McLaren’s “A New Kind of 
Christian” will be at Susie Funk’s this week at 9:30 am. 
 
Upcoming speakers 
 
February 2  Sue Dudoward  Acts 4:32 - 5:11Some believers share, some don't  
February 9  Henry Klippenstein Acts 5:12 - 6:7 Believers heal; persecution and election 
February 16  Steve Thiessen  Acts 6:8 - 7:60 Stephen 
February 23  Rosie Perera  Acts 8  Soul Food: The Metaphysical Poetry of 

George Herbert  
 
Prayer requests:   [ask for details] 
 
The Wider Church 
 
From MBMS International:  PRADAS IN PERU. Jose and Esperanza Prada. Today as you pray for the 
Pradas, thank God for this couple, sent by the Columbian MB Conference as missionaries to Peru. They work 
as pastoral couple, and provide vision and Bible teaching to the congregation in Piura. 
 
MBMS International and Youth Mission International invite you to MISSIONS FEST 2003 on Jan 31 - Feb 2 
at the Vancouver Convention & Exhibition Centre.  Visit the MBMS International Exhibit in Row U #5&6. 
 
Regent College presents a seminar on Christianity in the Workplace on February 8, 9:00 am–4:30 pm 
Theme: Workplace Integrity: The Ethical Life 9-5 (and later on) Topics & Speakers: on the website.  Tickets 
from the bookstore at 5800 University Blvd. - Vancouver, B.C. - Canada  V6T 2E4  Phone: (604) 224-3245 
 
Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary continues to search for a new president. Please pray for God's 
guidance as ads are placed and contacts made. Click on "Presidential Search" at www.mbseminary.com to 
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see results from a recently completed survey of what a cross-section of MB feel is most important for the next 
President to embody. Email [available upon request] with questions, comments, nominations, or expressions 
of interest. 
 
Congratulations to the MCCBC Thrift Store newly opened in Abbotsford on Saturday, January 18. Mayor 
Mary Reeves, Pastor Frank Martens (Northview Community Church) and others were in attendance.  Join 
them at #6 - 34150 South Fraser Way (across from the Keg Restaurant).  Last year, MCCBC shops raised 
$1.5 million for programs in over 60 countries. 
 
ENGLISH TEACHERS NEEDED FOR 2003-2004  
Japan :  2 English teachers are needed for the outreach ministry of the Japan MB Church.   
China :  2 English teachers needed for public university teaching under China Educational Exchange. 
Requirements call for native English speakers, college or university degree.  ESL certificate a benefit.  All 
ministry expenses paid. Please contact Don Klaassen at [e-mail available upon request] or Betty Loeppky [e-
mail available upon request] or call the MBMS International Abbotsford Office  
Phone: 604-859-6267  Toll Free:  1-888-866-6267  Fax:  604-853-6990  
 
The UBC Graduate and Faculty Christian Forum organizes a series of monthly lectures during the academic 
year which are open to all graduate students and faculty and cover a broad range of topics and disciplines.   
George Ellis, Professor of Applied Mathematics, University of Capetown speaks on ’Modern Science, the 
Nature of Existence, and the Grounds for Morality’  Wednesday February 5 - 4:00 pm - Woodward IRC #4  
See the bulletin board in the hall for more information. 
       

Kumbaya 
 

1. Kumbaya my lord, Kumbaya 
 Kumbaya my lord, Kumbaya 
 Kumbaya my lord, Kumbaya 
 O lord, Kumbaya 

2. Someone’s crying lord, Kumbaya 
 Someone’s crying lord, Kumbaya 
 Someone’s crying lord, Kumbaya 
 O lord, Kumbaya 

 
3. Someone’s singing lord, Kumbaya 
 Someone’s singing lord, Kumbaya 
 Someone’s singing lord, Kumbaya 
 O lord, Kumbaya 
 
4. Someone’s praying lord, Kumbaya 
 Someone’s praying lord, Kumbaya 
 Someone’s praying lord, Kumbaya 
 O lord, Kumbaya 
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Acts 5:12 - 6:7 
The Apostles Heal Many  
12 Now many signs and wonders were done among the 
people through the apostles. And they were all together 
in Solomon’s Portico. 13 None of the rest dared to join 
them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14 Yet 
more than ever believers were added to the Lord, great 
numbers of both men and women, 15 so that they even 
carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on 
cots and mats, in order that Peter’s shadow might fall 
on some of them as he came by. 16 A great number of 
people would also gather from the towns around 
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those tormented by 
unclean spirits, and they were all cured. 

The Apostles Are Persecuted 
17 Then the high priest took action; he and all who were 
with him (that is, the sect of the Sadducees), being 
filled with jealousy, 18 arrested the apostles and put 
them in the public prison. 19 But during the night an 
angel of the Lord opened the prison doors, brought 
them out, and said, 20 “Go, stand in the temple and tell 
the people the whole message about this life.” 21 When 
they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and 
went on with their teaching. 
When the high priest and those with him arrived, they 
called together the council and the whole body of the 
elders of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them 
brought. 22 But when the temple police went there, they 
did not find them in the prison; so they returned and 
reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and 
the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened 
them, we found no one inside.” 24 Now when the 
captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these 
words, they were perplexed about them, wondering 
what might be going on. 25 Then someone arrived and 
announced, “Look, the men whom you put in prison are 
standing in the temple and teaching the people!” 26 Then 
the captain went with the temple police and brought 
them, but without violence, for they were afraid of 
being stoned by the people. 
27 When they had brought them, they had them stand 
before the council. The high priest questioned them, 28 

saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this 
name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s 
blood on us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, 
“We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30 

The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you 
had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him 
at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might 

give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And 
we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy 
Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted 
to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee in the council named 
Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, respected by all the 
people, stood up and ordered the men to be put outside 
for a short time. 35 Then he said to them, “Fellow 
Israelites, consider carefully what you propose to do to 
these men. 36 For some time ago Theudas rose up, 
claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about 
four hundred, joined him; but he was killed, and all who 
followed him were dispersed and disappeared. 37 After 
him Judas the Galilean rose up at the time of the census 
and got people to follow him; he also perished, and all 
who followed him were scattered. 38 So in the present 
case, I tell you, keep away from these men and let them 
alone; because if this plan or this undertaking is of 
human origin, it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will 
not be able to overthrow them—in that case you may 
even be found fighting against God!” 
They were convinced by him, 40 and when they had 
called in the apostles, they had them flogged. Then they 
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let 
them go. 41 As they left the council, they rejoiced that 
they were considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the 
sake of the name. 42 And every day in the temple and at 
home they did not cease to teach and proclaim Jesus as 
the Messiah. 

Seven Chosen to Serve 
6 Now during those days, when the disciples were 
increasing in number, the Hellenists complained against 
the Hebrews because their widows were being 
neglected in the daily distribution of food. 2 And the 
twelve called together the whole community of the 
disciples and said, “It is not right that we should neglect 
the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Therefore, 
friends, select from among yourselves seven men of 
good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 
we may appoint to this task, 4 while we, for our part, 
will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the 
word.” 5 What they said pleased the whole community, 
and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the 
Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, 
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 
6 They had these men stand before the apostles, who 
prayed and laid their hands on them. 
7 The word of God continued to spread; the number of 
the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
many of the priests became obedient to the faith.i 

  
The New Revised Standard Version, (Nashville, 
TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers) 1989. 
                                                 
i 


