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POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

January 27th, 2008
Mennonite World Fellowship Sunday

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today we will be led in worship by Veronica Dyck, in
song by Evan Kreider, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and your usher will be Edward Epp.  Later we
will hear from Janet Boldt, who will be speaking on Suffering and Worship, from Matthew 4:1-17.  Parents are
requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish
to remain in the chapel during the service.  All guests and visitors are all welcome to join us in the dining room

after the service for potluck lunch and fellowship - there is always plenty of food..  Also please stay after
potluck lunch for our congregational meeting - there is considerable church business to transact, and Don has
organized the agenda tightly so we can be done before too long.

LLLLEcumenical service to celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 20-27, 2008. This service

has been rescheduled and will now take place February 6 at 7:00pm at St Helen’s Anglican Church (4595 West
8th Ave.). Everyone from all six churches in West Point Grey is invited to participate, and each church is asked
to contribute something to the service from their particular tradition of prayer. This will kick off the weekly
Lenten prayer vigils to be held every Wednesday at noon during Lent.  Please talk it over with Rosie, especially if
you plan to attend.  Please support our neighbours in our WPG community!

Last Sunday   Randy Schmidt (former country worker for International Child Care - Haiti)  asked the question
“how do we respond to people in places of hopelessness where there is no easy solution?” The word dégagé is a
frequently-used word in Haitian Creole, meaning “improvise”. Randy took us through the tragic history of the
first colonial nation in the western hemisphere to successfully lead a slave revolt.  The violence of that event
continues to reverberate down through the generations until today, making dégagé a standard operating
procedure, even for the government.  What can we do to help when things seem to go from bad to worse? 
Western governments’ standard operating procedure (naval blockade) hurt nobody but the poor of Haiti - the
wealthy were relatively unaffected.  Randy said our most significant effort is to stand with the people of Haiti,
remembering the promises of God, and the inherent value that God places in every person.  Several stories he told
of his time there made it apparent that even one person came make a significant difference for many.  Jeremiah
32 tells the story of God telling the people of Jerusalem, through Jeremiah himself who was in prison, to buy
land, to secure a promise for the future people of Israel.  Though the Babylonians were soon to roll over
everything in the Middle East with their war machine, God called the people to faithfulness by purchasing land. 
So too, are we called today to stand with the people of Haiti, purchasing their redemption from violence with
whatever coin we possess.  Randy called on us not to give up hope - that with God a solution is possible.     [AP]

Thank you for your thoughtfulness and beautiful flowers which I received this week. - Betty Funk

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819);

 Pastoral Care–– John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers

February 3 Janice Kreider -
February 10 Rosie Perera The Lord’s Supper - Lent I
February 17 Daniel Ray Lent II
February 17th Daniel Ray Lent III

Harold Neufeldt .............. please think of him in your prayers. 

LLLLMessage from the treasurer  Donation receipts are in your mailboxes.  Please take this opportunity to take

your mail as well.....

The Wider Church

MissionsFest Vancouver 2008   Join the thousands who attend, learn about developments not reported in the
media such as efforts on behalf of child soldiers and the 2010 Olympics, interact with international guests, be
stimulated and challenged to make your life count by reaching out effectively to a needy world with the 230
attending organizations.  Vancouver Trade & Convention Centre ending this evening.
www.missionsfestvancouver.ca/ 

MBMSI   This week as you pray for Jose and Esperanza Prada, MBMS International missionaries in Peru, ask
God to encourage their hearts as they continue to give leadership to the church planting effort in Lima. Praise
God that the Lima MB Church has outgrown its current facility, and pray for funds for a larger senior-friendly
building. 

MCC    Relief Sale banquets begin again.  February 9th 6:30 pm: MCC Fundraising Banquet with guest speaker
Abe Janzen, MCC Alberta. Fraserview MB Church, 11295 Mellis Drive, Richmond. Tickets $15 Available at the
church or contact MCC BC 1 888 622 6337 for ticket sales for other banquets at Sardis Community Church,
Bakerview MB, and Bethel Mennonite.

MC-BC Annual Delegate Sessions coming up February 22-23 at Peace Mennonite Church.  PGIMF is entitled
to three delegates, and you are encouraged to submit your names to Don if you wish to attend.  Register please
with Don or Andre - registrations due by Feb 12th.   Friday afternoon’s session features Don Kraybill, author of
Amish Grace; Telling the Story - the Nickel Mine Tragedy leading a seminar on forgiveness. Stay for supper at
Peace Mennonite at 5:30 pm..  Everyone, not just church leadership, is invited to our LEAD Conference.  On
Saturday, the Annual Delegate Session begins with coffee, worship,, business sessions, and lunch beginning at
8:30 am.  We anticipate welcoming additional churches into membership with MCBC.

The Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents Letters from Stalin's Gulag, a documentary and book launch
with Ruth Derksen Siemens. The book featured Remember Us: Letters from Stalin's Gulag (1930-37) by Ruth
Derksen Siemens. Saturday, February 23rd at the Bakerview MB Church, Abbotsford at 7:00 p.m. Admission is
free. Light refreshments will be served.
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Psalm 27:1, 4-9

    Triumphant Song of Confidence

Of David.

1The Lord is my light and my salvation;
   whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
   of whom shall I be afraid?

2When evildoers assail me
   to devour my flesh—
my adversaries and foes—
   they shall stumble and fall.

3Though an army encamp against me,
   my heart shall not fear;
though war rise up against me,
   yet I will be confident.

4One thing I asked of the Lord,
   that will I seek after:
to live in the house of the Lord
   all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord,
   and to inquire in his temple.

5For he will hide me in his shelter
   in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
   he will set me high on a rock.

6Now my head is lifted up
   above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent
   sacrifices with shouts of joy;
I will sing and make melody to the Lord.

7Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud,
   be gracious to me and answer me!
8‘Come,’ my heart says, ‘seek his face!’
   Your face, Lord, do I seek.
9   Do not hide your face from me.

Do not turn your servant away in anger,
   you who have been my help.
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me,
   O God of my salvation!

10If my father and mother forsake me,
   the Lord will take me up.   [NRSV]

Isaiah 9:1-4

1But there will be no gloom for those who were in
anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the
latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea,
the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
2The people who walked in darkness
   have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
   on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied the nation,

   you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
   as with joy at the harvest,
   as people exult when dividing plunder.
4For the yoke of their burden,
   and the bar across their shoulders,
   the rod of their oppressor,
   you have broken as on the day of Midian.
     [NRSV]

Matthew 4:1-17

The Temptation of Jesus

1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the

wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted for
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was
famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, ‘If you
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are the Son of God, command these stones to become
loaves of bread.’ 4But he answered, ‘It is written,
“One does not live by bread alone,
   but by every word that comes from the mouth of
God.” ’

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed
him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to him, ‘If
you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is
written,
“He will command his angels concerning you”,
   and “On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’
7Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the
Lord your God to the test.” ’

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and
their splendour; 9and he said to him, ‘All these I will
give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’
10Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is
written,
“Worship the Lord your God,

   and serve only him.” ’
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came
and waited on him.

Jesus Begins His Ministry in Galilee

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested,
he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made
his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of
Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
15‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
   on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of
the Gentiles—
16the people who sat in darkness
   have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of
death
   light has dawned.’
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.’

[NRSV]]

1Corinthians 1:10-18

10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you should
be in agreement and that there should be no divisions
among you, but that you should be united in the same
mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported
to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among
you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that
each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul’, or ‘I belong to
Apollos’, or ‘I belong to Cephas’, or ‘I belong to
Christ.’ 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified
for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I
thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus
and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were

baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know
whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not
send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not
with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ
might not be emptied of its power.

Christ the Power and Wisdom of God

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved
it is the power of God.    [NRSV]
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Call to worship

One We begin our worship in the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen 
Worship the Lord in holy array; ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

All God loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. 

One Praise the Lord, O my soul, all my inmost being, praise His holy name. 

Opening prayer 

One Lord, your name deserves honour, your work deserves our time. You were the perfect example of a
servant spirit—always giving, always serving, always honouring your heavenly Father. Help our faith
grow and strengthen. Father, shake us and remake us to keep us from standing still and growing stagnant.
No matter how old or young we are, you can teach us new ways of doing things. Change must occur to
have growth. we are willing to learn, to serve and worship you with all our heart. Set our hearts on a
pilgrimage—moving when you say, “Move! Join me in my work and service!” 

All The God of heaven will give us success. We, his servants, will start rebuilding (Nehemiah 2:20). 

One Oh Lord Jesus, I pray that the eyes of our hearts may be enlightened that we may know the hope to which
you have called us. Amen.

World Prayer Requests

Africa  Pray for the church in Eritrea which is under
great duress.

Asia  Thank God for the many churches in Vietnam
that have been able to successfully register with local
authorities, and that leaders have been able to conduct
training courses.  Continue to pray for the ethnic
minority churches that experience harassment, and
especially for the S’tieng ethnic community in Binh
Phuoc province whose land has been appropriated by
government officials who will likely reap the financial
benefits.

Europe Pray that we give continued attention to the

undocumented people that come into our countries
because of persecution, war and violence in their
homelands.

Latin America  Pray for awareness of the reality of
poverty, unemployment, and massive migration of
Latinamericans seeking new horizons in other
countries.

North America  Pray that we will incorporate young
adults fully into the life of the church, listening to
them, using their energy and gifts, and not waiting
until some future time to do so.


