
Website of the day
Ten Thousand Villages is the self-help fair
trade retailer supported by MCC and has
a beautiful new website. You can see it at 
http://www.tenthousandvillages.com/ 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org        E-mail: info@pgimf.org

January 27th, 2013

Speaker:    Michael Thomas
Two Books, One Story: Natural Revelation, Torah, and the Story of Shalom

Worship leader: Rosie Perera Song Leader: J. Evan Krieder
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Henry Neufeld

Please join us after the service in the dining room for potluck lunch and stay afterward
for the Congregational Meeting to which everyone is invited

Last Sunday   Last Sunday, to remind us of our Anabaptist origins, John Klassen spoke on
salvation, discipleship and discipline among our Swiss founders.  In Germany Martin Luther
challenged the state/religious authorities and provided an alternative, thereby giving common
people hope. Luther’s actions and his focus on grace set the stage for much of what happened
in Europe. Andreas Karlstadt, a priest and contemporary of Luther, said mass in German rather
than Latin, married, and sought to remove infant baptism.  The Schleitheim confession was a
document that outlined the separation of Swiss Anabaptists from the world: a courageous
model of faith which reflected the struggle for faith and purity.  A small group of lay people
met in Zurich, examined scripture, baptized each other, and shared communion – outrageous
and illegal behaviour. Anabaptists emerged out of this gathering; a people who are saved and
who need to work out their salvation.  John noted that today we have church/state separation,
and don’t face dilemmas like those in 1520's. He suggested that we practice inclusive
behaviour as modeled by Jesus with the Samaritan woman at the well.  The questions for us
continue: how do we live differently than the dominant society? How do we retain a Christian
identity? How do we identify essentials? (HN)

PGIMF News
February 3rd Jenna Veenbass The Woman at the Well
February 10th Thomas  Bergen Slavery of Death
February 17th J. Evan Kreider Lent I
February 24th Karl Brown

$$$   The treasurer is please to announce that
donation receipts are in your mailslots.  Please
check for them (and the rest of your mail too!)

The Wider Church
Prayer service   You are invited to attend the
Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,
scheduled for January 27 at 2pm at West Point Grey Presbyterian.  Everyone welcome!

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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MB Herald
The latest issue of the Herald has an
excellent article on varieties of worship
in the MB community, featuring
Highland Park, Fort Garry, Artisan
Vancouver and Imago Dei, among
others.  A feature many of these
churches have instituted is a time of
sharing and discernment after the
sermon.  Remember: The Herald offers
free subscriptions to attenders holding
full membership in any church in the
Canadian Conference of Mennonite
Brethren Churches, so see Andre if you
would like to be added to the list.  

Columbia Bible College will celebrate the Installation of Dr. Bryan Born as President on
Sunday, March 10, 2013, 3:00 p.m. at Ross Road Community Church in Abbotsford.  You are
invited to join for this public welcome and blessing for ministry.

MCC   Understanding Abuse in Relationships, an
annual two-day training offered by the MCC BC
Abuse Prevention Program, will take place March
8 & 9 at Langley Mennonite Fellowship. For more
information contact Elsie Goerzen, (contact
available from webmaster) or check
http://bc.mcc.org/whatwedo/endabuse. 

Menno Place    Celebrates 60 years of
compassionate care for the elderly, and you are
invited to join the Menno Place Board and Staff at
our 60th Anniversary Celebration Banquet with the
music of the Young Street Vocal Band at the
Columbia Bible College Gymnasium, Saturday
March 2nd, to celebrate their successes and plans
for the future.  Tickets $25 through Lynn Tetrault: 
at (contact info available from webmaster)

MDS   Mennonite Disaster Service. After updating
its church contact lists, MDS found a need to use them in response to the disaster in Grand
Forks at the MB Bible Camp and the homes close by. In order to show thanks for the quick
response of the churches, and to report to donors on the use of their funds, MDS will host two
fundraising dinners of traditional Mennonite fare and music by “The Forefathers”.  The first will
be held on March 15th at 6:00 pm at Sardis Community Church (45625 S. Sumas Rd, Chilliwack);
and the second on March 16th at 6:00 pm at Eben-Ezer Mennonite Church (2051 Windsor St.,
Abbotsford).  Contact Waldo Neufeld for tickets at (Contact info available from webmaster)

In Service to First Nations    The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) is coming to
Vancouver.  You are invited to find out about, and assist the process at a seminar on TRC
Participation at Emmanuel Mennonite Church in Abbotsford on March 9th, 9:00 am-4:00 pm.  
This is to prepare for helping out at the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in Vancouver,
Sept 18-21, 2013.  Details will be forthcoming at www.mcbc.ca/events. 

Book Launch     You are warmly invited to celebrate the book launch of Sacred Pauses:
Spiritual Practices for Personal Renewal by April Yamasaki on Monday, February 4 at 7:00pm,
featuring live music by Tasha Janzen and an introduction by Barb Nickel.  April will do a short
reading and share how it came to be written.  Q7A to follow and a booksigning follows, all at
House of James, 2743 Emerson St., Abbotsford, B.C.  Everyone welcome!  For those who can’t
make it on the Monday, and/or would like to stop by again, April is planning to be at the
bookstore on the following Saturday February 9th at 1:00 pm, and would love to see you then! 

Nehemiah 8:1–10

1 All the people gathered together into the
square before the Water Gate. They told the
scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of
Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel.
2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law

before the assembly, both men and women
and all who could hear with understanding.
This was on the first day of the seventh
month. 
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3 He read from it facing the square before the
Water Gate from early morning until midday,
in the presence of the men and the women
and those who could understand; and the
ears of all the people were attentive to the
book of the law. 4 The scribe Ezra stood on a
wooden platform that had been made for the
purpose; and beside him stood Mattithiah,
Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah
on his right hand; and Pedaiah, Mishael,
Malchijah, Hashum, Hash-baddanah,
Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand.
5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all
the people, for he was standing above all the
people; and when he opened it, all the people
stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the
great God, and all the people answered,
“Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then
they bowed their heads and worshiped the
LORD with their faces to the ground. 7 Also
Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub,

Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah,
Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped
the people to understand the law, while the
people remained in their places. 8 So they
read from the book, from the law of God, with
interpretation. They gave the sense, so that
the people understood the reading. 

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and
Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people said to all the people,
“This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not
mourn or weep.” For all the people wept
when they heard the words of the law. 10 Then
he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and
drink sweet wine and send portions of them
to those for whom nothing is prepared, for
this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be
grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your
strength.” [NRSV]

Psalm 19

To the leader. A Psalm of David.
1 The heavens are telling the glory of God;
   and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
2 Day to day pours forth speech,
   and night to night declares knowledge.
3 There is no speech, nor are there words;
   their voice is not heard;
4 yet their voice goes out through all the
      earth,
   and their words to the end of the world.

In the heavens he has set a tent for the      
sun,
5 which comes out like a bridegroom from
     his wedding canopy,
   and like a strong man runs its course
      with joy.
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
   and its circuit to the end of them;
   and nothing is hidden from its heat.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect,
   reviving the soul;
the decrees of the Lord are sure,
   making wise the simple;
8 the precepts of the Lord are right,
   rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear,

   enlightening the eyes;
9 the fear of the Lord is pure,
   enduring for ever;
the ordinances of the Lord are true
   and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold,
   even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey,
   and drippings of the honeycomb.

11 Moreover by them is your servant
     warned;
   in keeping them there is great reward.

12 But who can detect their errors?
   Clear me from hidden faults.
13 Keep back your servant also from the
     insolent;
   do not let them have dominion over me.
Then I shall be blameless,
   and innocent of great transgression.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the
     meditation of my heart
   be acceptable to you,
   O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

[NRSV]



1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

12 For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free—and we were all made to drink
of one Spirit.

14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one
member but of many. 15If the foot were to say,
‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to
the body’, that would not make it any less a
part of the body. 16And if the ear were to say,
‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to
the body’, that would not make it any less a
part of the body. 17If the whole body were an
eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole
body were hearing, where would the sense of
smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the
members in the body, each one of them, as
he chose. 19If all were a single member, where
would the body be? 20As it is, there are many
members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say
to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again
the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’
22On the contrary, the members of the body

that seem to be weaker are indispensable,
23and those members of the body that we
think less honourable we clothe with greater
honour, and our less respectable members
are treated with greater respect; 24whereas
our more respectable members do not need
this. But God has so arranged the body,
giving the greater honour to the inferior
member, 25that there may be no dissension
within the body, but the members may have
the same care for one another. 26If one
member suffers, all suffer together with it; if
one member is honoured, all rejoice together
with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it. 28And God has
appointed in the church first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power,
then gifts of healing, forms of assistance,
forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues.
29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all
possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in
tongues? Do all interpret? 31But strive for the
greater gifts.     [NRSV]

Luke 4:14-2

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the
Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about
him spread through all the surrounding
country. 15He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone.

16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up, he went to the synagogue
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He
stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled
the scroll and found the place where it was
written:
18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

   because he has anointed me
     to bring good news to the poor.
   He has sent me to proclaim release to the
     captives
   and recovery of sight to the blind,
     to let the oppressed go free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to
the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in
the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he
began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture
has been fulfilled in your hearing.’     [NRSV]


