
Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819);
 Pastoral Care–– John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

January 28th, 2007
World Fellowship Sunday

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service  will be led by Andre
Pekovich, Erna Friesen will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Rovin Karuna is your
usher. For now parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they do
not feel their children wish to remain in the chapel during the service  Please join us for fellowship and potluck
lunch in the dining room after the service in the dining room and please stay afterwards for the Congregational
Meeting.  

Last Sunday  Daniel Ray continued his exhortation toward Christian unity drawing from Hebrews 10:19-25.  He
reminded us of our need to see Jesus’ glory as stated in John 7 so that in Christ, we see our own unity.  But
Daniel asked the question “I understand in Christ we are one, we are unified.  But how is it that is still am
frustrated with my brother or sister who does not think like me?”  Daniel notes that following Christ is not always
easy, and set out to give us perspective on our troubles as we follow Christ.  This passage from Hebrews follows
on the earlier two chapters (Heb 8 & 9) regarding the new covenant, which was most deftly foretold in Jeremiah. 
The passage uses language that expresses how different Jesus was from the Aaronic priesthood in his
intercession, reflecting how different worship of God was to be - from the old temple with its complex design, to
the new temple; Jesus body - from old never-ending sacrifice by fire, to the new sacrifice for once and for all. 
The balance of the passage is an encouragement to us to step into our drawing near to God.  What power could
keep us from Him?  These can be intimidating encouragements, but we are to “spur one another on” - we are
accountable to one another.  We are not to do it alone. The things that we do, our works, are important to God,
but the only way we can actually draw nearer to God is to do just that - together, in prayer.

[AP] 

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
February 4 Lesley Ann Wilson -
February 11 Paul Thiessen -
February 18 Henry Kliewer Covenanting
February 25 Derek Carr -

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Potluck lunch & Church congregational meeting    Everyone is invited to our monthly potluck today after
the service.  Friends and students are invited, bring whatever dish you feel led to bring and afterward, please
stay for the Congregational Meeting after the potluck lunch, at which the business of the church will be
discussed including our next steps as a congregation.
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Parking   You are requested to help the Menno Simons Centre be a good neighbour in the neighbourhood.  To
enable house residents to park in front of their own houses, you are requested not to park on the north side of 11th

Ave., but instead to park on the south side of 11th Ave or on Crown St. while attending services.  Thank you.

The Wider Church

MBMSI   Back to Thailand. Andy and Carmen Owen are MBMS International workers in Thailand. They have
just returned from a 5-month MINA (Ministry in North America). Pray as they and their two young sons, Connor
and Isaac, re-adjust to life back in Chonburi. Pray for an extra measure of joy, good health, happy reunions and
courage to immerse themselves back into the work to which God has called them

Regent College   presents a series of free lectures, this week featuring Frederica Matthews-Green speaking on
The Jesus Prayer followed by a booksigning.  Friday, February 9 at 7:30 pm in the chapel at Regent College. 
come early for a good seat.

musica intima vocal chamber ensemble sings a traditional Choral Evensong for Candlemas on Sunday February
4th at 7:30 pm.  Please join us!  St Philip’s Anglican church, 3737 W. 27th Ave. Vancouver, (604) 228-3238

����Eben-Ezer Mennonite Church invites you to bring the whole family and join the Abbotsford Male Chorus as
they celebrate the goodness of God and raise funds for an African refugee family coming to Canada through
MCC. The Feb. 4 program begins at 7:00 PM at the church, which is located at 2051 Windsor St. in Abbotsford.
A free-will offering will to be taken.

Mennonite Historical Society of BC  presents "Passing on the Comfort: The MCC Story" with Dr. Ron
Matthies (former MCC Director) on "Engaging the world amid suffering & hope." Saturday, 17th  Feb 2007 in the
Garden Park Tower, 2825 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford, B.C. "Quilts & Stories" quilt show from 1 - 5pm with
admission by donation and at 7:00 pm free lecture. There will also be a silent auction. Tickets from  (604) 853-
6177 or www.mhsbc.com 

MCC-BC’s Fundraising Banquets!  Here are the dates - February 9th at 6:30 pm at Central Community
Church in Chilliwack and February 10th at 6:30 pm at Emmanuel Mennonite Church in Abbotsford.   Join us for
an evening of good food, African music and storytelling by Deo Namwira. Deo is a refugee out of the Congo and
is presently on staff with MCC Canada.  February 16th at 6:30 pm at Peace Mennonite Church in Richmond. 
February 17th at 6:30 pm at South Langley MB Church in Langley.Join us for an evening of good food, African
music and story telling by Nestar Lakot. Nestar comes from Uganda and is presently in Canada as an IVEPer
working at Canadian Foodgrains Bank.  $15 tickets available from the church or from the MCC office. For
complete details contact the MCC office (604) 850 6639 or visit www.mcc.org/bc/festivals 

Mark 7:31-37

31-35Then he left the region of Tyre, went through Sidon
back to Galilee Lake and over to the district of the Ten
Towns. Some people brought a man who could neither
hear nor speak and asked Jesus to lay a healing hand
on him. He took the man off by himself, put his fingers
in the man's ears and some spit on the man's tongue.
Then Jesus looked up in prayer, groaned mightily, and
commanded, "Ephphatha!—Open up!" And it

happened. The man's hearing was clear and his speech
plain—just like that.

 36-37Jesus urged them to keep it quiet, but they talked it
up all the more, beside themselves with excitement.
"He's done it all and done it well. He gives hearing to
the deaf, speech to the speechless."    [The Message]
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OPENING PRAYER

Let us pray that we may keep growing
in a genuine love of God and people

[pause]

Lord God, our Father,
You know us and you keep loving us
even when we fail you and one another.

Your love went as deep as giving up your own Son,
that we might live and learn to love.
Fill our hearts with a constant, grateful love
and let it overflow upon our brothers and sisters.
Give us the strength to keep loving people
even when we still bear the scars
of the hurt others have caused us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:

Lord Jesus Christ, you were able to command us to
love one another because you lived and breathed love
in all you said and did.
Forgive us when we substitute ideas and words
about love for its practice in our daily lives.

[silent reflection]

Lord Jesus Christ, you call us to be prophetic
witnesses of your love.
Forgive us for justifying our lack of action by
saying we would not know what words to say to
people.

[silent reflection]

Lord Jesus Christ, you have shown us that love can be
patient and kind; that genuine love is not envious,

boastful, arrogant or rude. Above all, you
demonstrated that love can bear all things, hope all
things and endure all things.
Forgive us for being so influenced by the ‘noisy
gongs’ and ‘clanging cymbals’ of our age that we
fail to discern your call to love others as you love
us.

[silent reflection]

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us all in the knowledge
that when our love has its source in you, it is
indestructible by outward circumstances and
influences. Realign our lives and our hearts to your
love so that faith, hope and love dwell within us and
our lives testify that the greatest of your gifts to us is
truly the gift of love. Amen

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

God's love never ends! Now, we know we are forgiven; now, we know we are healed.
Now, we can bear all things, believe all things, hope all things, endure all things. Thanks be to God. Amen.



PRAYER FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord is here.
God's Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to offer thanks and praise.
It is right indeed that we should praise you,
God of love, our source and our fulfilment,
for you create all things,
and in you we live and move
and have our being.
Your wonder is manifest
in land and sea and sky.
When the times had at last grown full
and the earth had ripened in abundance,
you made us in your image for yourself.
And even though we turn from you,
again and again you call us to yourself,
and in every age, promise liberation.
As a mother tenderly gathers her children,
you embraced a people as your own
to rear them in your way of compassionate love.
From your own being you sent Jesus among us,
incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and born of Mary.
Jesus revealed your care for all you have made,
and showed us your way of reconciliation.
Looking forward to the joy of new life
Jesus suffered the pangs of the cross
and in rising again
became the first-born
of the renewed family.
You sent your Holy Spirit
and gave birth to us your church.
Your Spirit stays to nurture and to guide us.
Now we join hands around your table,
and with all creation
we hymn your praise for your unending love,
as we sing (say),
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

To you indeed be glory, almighty God,
because on the night before he died,
your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread;
when he had given you thanks,
he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:
Take, eat, this is my body
which is given for you;
do this to remember me.
After supper he took the cup;
when he had given you thanks,
he gave it to them and said:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood
poured out for you;
do this as often as you drink it
to remember me.

[distribution of the elements]

And so in our remembrance
we celebrate and proclaim
the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come in glory.
Therefore, loving God,
recalling now Christ's death and resurrection,
we ask you to accept
this our sacrifice of praise.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us
and our celebration,
that we may be fed with the body and blood of your
Son
and be filled with your life and goodness.
Strengthen us to do your work,
and to be your body in the world.
Unite us in Christ
and give us your peace.
Through your Holy Spirit,
burning as a flame, gentle as a dove,
may we who receive these gifts
live lives of justice, love, and prayer,
and be a voice for those who are not heard.
In union with your whole church
we worship you, O God,
in songs of everlasting praise. 
AMEN


