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January 29 , 2012th

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Andre Pekovich;
Veronica Dyck will lead us in song, Deberah Shears will accompany at the piano, and Peter Neudorf is your
usher.  Later we will hear from Connie Siedler whose message is entitled Spiritual Seasons - Winter from
Mark 5 and 1Samuel.  Please join us in the dining room after service for potluck lunch and fellowship, and
please remain afterwards for the congregational meeting at which we will transact the business of the church. 
All are welcome to attend.  Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been made for child-
minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any
church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   Janice Kreider noted that missionary work often brought a colonial mentality and culture
along with the gospel. Missionary/anthropologist Jacob Loewen in Educating Tiger described three mission
models: short term witnesses, replicating a missionary’s religion and culture, and a catalyst strategy. The
latter strategy assumes God already at work and the missional approach is to develop “that of God” in a
particular context, meaning the missionary’s role is less culturally bound.  Janice cited several examples of
the catalyst approach. In looking at some rather stringent statements Paul gave to the Corinthians, she noted
that these are not hard and fast rules, but guidelines which can be understood better with fresh
interpretations.  For instance “those who buy as if they had no possessions” is better understood as ”don’t get
engrossed in things.” Janice reminded us of Frederick Buechner’s comment that ‘vocation’ is where your
deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet. (HN)

PGIMF News
February 5 Lectionary texts J. Evan Kreider
February 12 Lectionary Texts Jon Nofziger
February 19 Lectionary texts Veronica Dyck
February 26 Lent 1 Michael Thomas

The Wider Church
MB Mission    Dave & Louise Sinclair-Peters are working in
Thailand.  Pray for the clean up that is going on following the floods
in their area and their church community as it helps.  Pray for love
and unity amongst them, and for patience and strength as they work. 

Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2012    Iris Leung (Chinese
Grace Mennonite Church) co-chairs Hosting for July’s MC-Canada
Assembly to be held in Richmond. She seeks people to fill a number
of positions and invites you to contact her to help at (see webmaster
for e-mail and telephone ).  This event celebrates 75 years of the
Conference in Canada and Vancouver churches are asked to welcome the nation in hospitality, food service,
organization and prayer, treasury, and transportation and tours.  Please let Iris know how you will help.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

New contacts
Peter Neudorf’s new e-mail

address is (see webmaster)

Rovin Karuna’s new e-mail

address is (see webmaster) 

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:hirovin@gmail.com


Churchworks  You are invited to the Churchworks Conference featuring 36 workshops presented by top-
notch speakers from across Canada.  The website and brochure features workshops and meetings to promote
better ministry and good stewardship in a single day (February 29  2012 at Columbia Bible College) andth

courses feature subjects such as promotions (including social media), accounting and labour relations in
churches, liability and disaster planning, intergenerational communication, desktop vs. mobile, dispute
resolution, managing challenging adult personalities in ministry, family law and the church, gospel tweet,
abuse prevention and more.  This one-day seminar is presented by the BC Conference of MB churches to
better grow the ministry of the MB mission and has been eagerly adopted this year by the Mennonite Church
BC conference.  For information and registration, see  http://churchworksconference.com/workshops    

Gathering 2012 is a time where the Mennonite Brethren family in Canada will gather together to enjoy
fellowship, worship, and be inspired to move forward together to achieve our shared mission. You will hear
the vision, ministry, and work of the conference.  You are invited to attend the conference this summer in
Winnipeg on Wednesday-Saturday July 11-14.  Cost is $139 plus accommodations, and you can register or
find more about it at http://www.mbconf.ca/home/events_and_conferences/gatherings/. 

Mennonite Church BC AGM and 75th Anniversary
Celebration and LEAD Conference.  Featuring Stuart Murray,
author of The Naked Anabaptist, the LEAD conference runs
Friday March 2  from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm and the AGM onnd

Saturday March 3  begins at 1:00 pm, with the banquet at 5:30rd

pm.  Tickets for the banquet are $25 and are available at various
church offices in the Lower Mainland or the MC-BC Office:
#100 – 32025 George Ferguson Way, Abbotsford. For more
information, consult www.mcbc.ca or call 604-850-6658.

MCC-BC   A Table for Sharing MCC Winter Fundraising
Banquet at Fraserview MB Church 11295 Mellis Drive, Richmond. Story-telling from executive director
Wayne Bremner and music by the Celt-a-billies. February 4  at 6:30 pm.  Tickets are $15 and available fromth

Fraserview MB and from the MCC BC office. For more info toll free at 1 888 622 6337 or visit
www.bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/banquets 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20

The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet15

like me from among your own people; you shall
heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of16

the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the
assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the
Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great
fire, I will die.” Then the Lord replied to me:17

“They are right in what they have said. I will raise18

up for them a prophet like you from among their

own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I
command. Anyone who does not heed the words19

that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself
will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks20

in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak
in my name a word that I have not commanded the
prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”   [NRSV]

Must the winter come so soon?
from the opera Vanessa (Barber/Menotti)

Must the winter come so soon?
Night after night I hear the hungry deer
wander weeping in the woods,
and from his house of brittle bark
hoots the frozen owl.

Must winter come so soon?
Here in this forest neither dawn nor sunset
marks the passing of the days.
It’s a long winter here.
Must the winter come so soon?

Variety show audition
Are you a singer, dancer, musician, juggler,

gymnast?  Friend of PGIMF Derek Carr

passed along this opportunity to participate in

a Variety Show held at Kerrisdale Community

Centre April 13  with auditions to be heldth

February 18 .  Call Angel Drummond at 604-th

739-0377 to arrange an audition. 

http://churchworksconference.com/workshops
http://www.mbconf.ca/home/events_and_conferences/gatherings/
http://www.mcbc.ca
http://www.bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/banquets


Winter Stores
 by Charlotte Bronte

WE take from life one little share,
And say that this shall be
A space, redeemed from toil and care,
From tears and sadness free.

And, haply, Death unstrings his bow
And Sorrow stands apart,
And, for a little while, we know
The sunshine of the heart.

Existence seems a summer eve,
Warm, soft, and full of peace;
Our free, unfettered feelings give
The soul its full release.

A moment, then, it takes the power,
To call up thoughts that throw
Around that charmed and hallowed hour,
This life's divinest glow.

But Time, though viewlessly it flies,
And slowly, will not stay;
Alike, through clear and clouded skies,
It cleaves its silent way.

Alike the bitter cup of grief,
Alike the draught of bliss,
Its progress leaves but moment brief
For baffled lips to kiss.

The sparkling draught is dried away,
The hour of rest is gone,

And urgent voices, round us, say,
' Ho, lingerer, hasten on !'

And has the soul, then, only gained,
From this brief time of ease,
A moment's rest, when overstrained,
One hurried glimpse of peace ?

No; while the sun shone kindly o'er us,
And flowers bloomed round our feet,-
While many a bud of joy before us
Unclosed its petals sweet,-

An unseen work within was plying;
Like honey-seeking bee,
From flower to flower, unwearied, flying,
Laboured one faculty,-

Thoughtful for Winter's future sorrow,
Its gloom and scarcity;
Prescient to-day, of want to-morrow,
Toiled quiet Memory.

'Tis she that from each transient pleasure
Extracts a lasting good;
'Tis she that finds, in summer, treasure
To serve for winter's food.

And when Youth's summer day is vanished,
And Age brings Winter's stress,
Her stores, with hoarded sweets replenished,
Life's evening hours will bless.

Call to Worship

Leader:   Let us be together, O People of God, in the giving of our hearts in worship.

People:  Let us praise the Holy Name of God with all that is within us.

Leader:   The Lord our God reigns over all, the splendor of the Lord surrounds us.

People:  May the glory of the Lord come upon us,

Leader:   May the blessing of God fill this place,

People:  And may our hearts be filled with the peace of the Lord.   Amen



Mark 5:24b-34 

And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on
him. Now there was a woman who had been25

suffering from haemorrhages for twelve years. She26

had endured much under many physicians, and had
spent all that she had; and she was no better, but
rather grew worse. She had heard about Jesus, and27

came up behind him in the crowd and touched his
cloak, for she said, ‘If I but touch his clothes, I will28

be made well.’ Immediately her haemorrhage29

stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed
of her disease. Immediately aware that power had30

gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd
and said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ And his31

disciples said to him, ‘You see the crowd pressing in
on you; how can you say, “Who touched me?” ’ He32

looked all round to see who had done it. But the33

woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in
fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told
him the whole truth. He said to her, ‘Daughter,34

your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be
healed of your disease.’     [NRSV]

1Samuel 1:1-18

There was a certain man of Ramathaim, a Zuphite1

from the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was
Elkanah son of Jeroham son of Elihu son of Tohu
son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. He had two wives; the2

name of one was Hannah, and the name of the other
Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no
children.

 Now this man used to go up year by year from his3

town to worship and to sacrifice to the Lord of hosts
at Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and
Phinehas, were priests of the Lord. On the day when4

Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his
wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; but5

to Hannah he gave a double portion, because he
loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb.
Her rival used to provoke her severely, to irritate6

her, because the Lord had closed her womb. So it7

went on year after year; as often as she went up to
the house of the Lord, she used to provoke her.

8Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her
husband Elkanah said to her, ‘Hannah, why do you
weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad?
Am I not more to you than ten sons?’

 After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah9

rose and presented herself before the Lord. Now Eli
the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost

of the temple of the Lord. She was deeply10

distressed and prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly.
She made this vow: ‘O Lord of hosts, if only you11

will look on the misery of your servant, and
remember me, and not forget your servant, but will
give to your servant a male child, then I will set him
before you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He
shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor
shall touch his head.’

 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli12

observed her mouth. Hannah was praying silently;13

only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard;
therefore Eli thought she was drunk. So Eli said to14

her, ‘How long will you make a drunken spectacle of
yourself? Put away your wine.’ But Hannah15

answered, ‘No, my lord, I am a woman deeply
troubled; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink,
but I have been pouring out my soul before the Lord.

Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman,16

for I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and
vexation all this time.’ Then Eli answered, ‘Go in17

peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have
made to him.’ And she said, ‘Let your servant find18

favour in your sight.’ Then the woman went to her
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her
countenance was sad no longer.     [NRSV]

A Prayer of Confession

Leader: God of hope,

People: we need your strength and power
to overcome the forces that lure us away from your truth.
Grant us diligence to resist what is evil,
patience to endure when we are fearful,
and determination to persevere in the path of the hope and peace,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.


