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POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
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July 1st, 2007
Canada Day

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Damian
Hinman, Andre Pekovich will lead us in song, J. Evan Kreider will be accompanying on the piano, and Erika
Hannan is your usher.   Today, we open our summer series on the book of 2 Corinthians, and Dr. Veronica Dyck
will bring perspective to the book, and open the series with a message on Right Relationship in Ministry from 2Cor
1:1-14.   For now parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel
their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service  Please join us in the lounge after the service for
coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday   we joined our neighbours in the West Point Grey area to hold a service in the park (held indoors at
St. Helen’s due to rain) at which father Paul Curtain (OLPH-RC) spoke about John the Baptist’s mission to presage
Jesus.

Two Sundays ago   Damian Hinman spoke on the uninvited guest referred to by Emily Dickinson “Because I could
not stop for him, he kindly stopped for me.” as he had recently stopped for Damian’s uncle James. Death’s domain
contrasts sharply in our culture with that of youth and beauty, which is more often celebrated.  Other deaths or
events  in Damian’s and Luciana’s families left him with a sense that all he was able to do was watch and pray, and
that despite all the education or skill in the world, some things remain immutable, to be faced alone.  Our lot is not
to be as with either Elijah’s or Jesus’s healing of the widow’s son, in healing, but instead we are to be as David,
fasting and praying for his son, whom Nathan had foretold would be the price for David’s sin of having Uriah slain. 
Damian then reviewed how valuable and costly the gift of Jesus was to so many of his followers, especially the
woman who anointed Jesus at the dinner at Simon’s house. Damian noted the various moral and ethical struggles
facing our society in the form of euthanasia and other forms of dying, and concludes our struggle is not so much to
avoid death’s sting as to assist those in the process with prayer and care as fully as possible. [AP]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers

July 8 Don Rempel Boschmann Faithful in small things
July 15 Still looking.... 2Cor 2:5-11 - An offender Forgiven
July 22 Rosie Perera 2Cor 2:14-3:11 - A New Ministry 
July 29 Maureen Klassen 2Cor 3:12 - 4:6 - Renewal

Summer Coffee Service    Please note the sign-up list on the bulletin board at the back to help out with serving
coffee during the summer season.  If you have any questions, please see Hannelore, and thank you in advance for
your participation.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Parking   You are requested to help the Menno Simons Centre be a good neighbour in the neighbourhood.  To
enable house residents to park in front of their own houses, you are requested not to park on the north side of 11th

Ave., but instead to park on the south side of 11th Ave or on Crown St. while attending services.  Thank you.

Picnic in the Park You are all invited to the annual PGIMF event “Picnic in the Park” at Maple Grove Park, held
after the service of July 15th. Bring food to share, games to play, chairs to sit on, and come prepared to have fun!
Guests and friends always welcome.  

The Wider Church

MBMSI    Baudouin & Marie-Brigette Nsulunka, MBMS International missionaries in South Africa. Their primary
area of mission is the development of a church and Youth Center in Durban with a focus on Congolese refugees
with the ministries of the ACTION and DMI teams which will be working with Nsulunkas from July 8 to August 5.

An MBMS International missionary family is returning to Abbotsford for one year and need the use of a vehicle
beginning mid-August. If you are able to bless this family in this way please contact Teresa Born at 604.859.6267
. 

MCC BC Penny Power 2007. Put your change to work! Bring your spare change to church this summer or the
MCC BC Festival and Relief Sale September 14-15, 2007 to help feed people in Bangladesh. Help us raise $25,000
this summer, one penny at a time. For more information contact Phil Schafran at (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622 6337.

Mennonite Church Canada Gathering 2007    All members of Mennonite Church BC are invited to attend the
evening worship services at the Mennonite Church Canada annual assembly. There is no charge and no registration
required to attend these services. Come join your brothers and sisters from across Canada to worship together on
the theme "Built to Last" based on I Corinthians 3:11.

Tuesday, July 3 at 7:00 pm, MEI Secondary School Gym - Speaker Jorge Hoajaca, Vancouver BC
Wednesday, July 4 at 7:00 pm, MEI Middle School Gym - Speaker Siaka Traore , Burkina Faso
Friday, July 6 at 7:00 pm, MEI Middle School Gym - Speaker Janet Plenert, Winnipeg MB

An offering to support MC Canada ministries will be taken at each service. The Friday evening service includes
communion and commissioning of elected leaders.

Regent Public Lecture   Anyone who has been involved in the revisioning process at PGIMF might be interested
in this free public lecture at Regent on July 11 (8:00pm, in the chapel) by former Regent professor (now living back
in Australia) Charles Ringma, titled "Re-inventing the Church for a Pluriformity of Structures." Charles is teaching
a summer class at Regent on building Christian communities, and this lecture will presumably draw from his
expertise in this area. Rosie suggests it could be informative to PGIMF as we grapple with how to move forward in
the next steps for our church.

Responsible, independent 31 yr old Christian female student from the Fraser Valley is looking for accommodation
near UBC, 3 to 4 nights per week, from September to July. (Excluding holidays and weekends.) Phone Lisa Boldt:
604-626-0071.
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2Corinthians 1:1-14

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and
Timothy our brother,

To the church of God that is in Corinth, including all
the saints throughout Achaia:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all
consolation, 4who consoles us in all our affliction, so
that we may be able to console those who are in any
affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves
are consoled by God. 5For just as the sufferings of
Christ are abundant for us, so also our consolation is
abundant through Christ. 6If we are being afflicted, it is
for your consolation and salvation; if we are being
consoled, it is for your consolation, which you
experience when you patiently endure the same
sufferings that we are also suffering. 7Our hope for you
is unshaken; for we know that as you share in our
sufferings, so also you share in our consolation.

8 We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and
sisters, of the affliction we experienced in Asia; for we
were so utterly, unbearably crushed that we despaired
of life itself. 9Indeed, we felt that we had received the
sentence of death so that we would rely not on
ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 10He who
rescued us from so deadly a peril will continue to
rescue us; on him we have set our hope that he will
rescue us again, 11as you also join in helping us by your
prayers, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for
the blessing granted to us through the prayers of many.

12 Indeed, this is our boast, the testimony of our
conscience: we have behaved in the world with
frankness and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom
but by the grace of God—and all the more towards you.
13For we write to you nothing other than what you can
read and also understand; I hope you will understand
until the end— 14as you have already understood us in
part—that on the day of the Lord Jesus we are your
boast even as you are our boast.

1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

15Then the Lord said to him, ‘Go, return on your way to
the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall
anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you
shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as
prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes from the
sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes
from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will
leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have
not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed
him.’

19 So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of

Shaphat, who was ploughing. There were twelve yoke
of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth.
Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him.
20He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, ‘Let me
kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow
you.’ Then Elijah said to him, ‘Go back again; for what
have I done to you?’ 21He returned from following him,
took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the
equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and
gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and
followed Elijah, and became his servant. 

Psalm 16

A Miktam of David.
1Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
2I say to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord;

   I have no good apart from you.’

3As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble,
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   in whom is all my delight.

4Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;
   their drink-offerings of blood I will not pour out
   or take their names upon my lips.

5The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup;
   you hold my lot.
6The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant
places;
   I have a goodly heritage.

7I bless the Lord who gives me counsel;

   in the night also my heart instructs me.
8I keep the Lord always before me;
   because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.

9Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
   my body also rests secure.
10For you do not give me up to Sheol,
   or let your faithful one see the Pit.

11You show me the path of life.
   In your presence there is fullness of joy;
   in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25

1For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm,
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters;
only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for
self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one
another. 14For the whole law is summed up in a single
commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbour as
yourself.’ 15If, however, you bite and devour one
another, take care that you are not consumed by one
another.

16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires
of the flesh. 17For what the flesh desires is opposed to
the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the
flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent

you from doing what you want. 18But if you are led by
the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the
works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity,
licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife,
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy,
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am
warning you, as I warned you before: those who do
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against
such things. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the
Spirit.

Luke 9:51-62

51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he
set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent
messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a
village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but
they did not receive him, because his face was set
towards Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and
John saw it, they said, ‘Lord, do you want us to
command fire to come down from heaven and consume
them?’ 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they
went on to another village.

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to

him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ 58And Jesus
said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have
nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’
59To another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he said, ‘Lord,
first let me go and bury my father.’ 60But Jesus said to
him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you,
go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’ 61Another said, ‘I
will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to
those at my home.’ 62Jesus said to him, ‘No one who
puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the
kingdom of God.’ 


