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July 3 , 2011rd

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today we begin our summer series on women of the
Bible in a service led today by Henry Neufeld; we will be led in song by Andre Pekovich, accompanied at the
piano by Ruth Enns, and Edward Epp is your usher.    Later, we will hear from Laura Eriksson who will begin
our summer series Women of the Bible by speaking on Naomi in a message entitled Dignity in Distress.  Please
join us for coffee and fellowship in the lounge after the service.  Parents with small children, please note child-
minding is available on the second and last Sundays of each month. 
Please contact any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday    John Neufeld’s experience as a senior led him to offer
advice in his fresh look at John 10:1-20, a familiar passage to all of us.  He
noted that every senior needs a reason to get up in the morning; to practice
curiosity as long as they can; and they need a sense of humour “because if
you don’t laugh, you have to take medicine.”   So John 10 made John
curious about the obvious conflict raised for the Pharisees in Jesus’ words. 
The Pharisees had codified the law for so long that no new knowledge
could disturb them, and the people themselves had lived a long time under
that interpretation of the law - that is, until this new rabbi came along with
God’s spirit upon him.  John noted that the source of the controversial phrase “I am the good shepherd” (vs 11)
came from Ezekiel 34 where Ezekiel speaks against the rulers of Israel saying “You shepherds [rulers] have not
strengthened the weak, you have not bound up the injured, you have not healed the sick, you have not sought
the lost....”  Their apathetic self-seeking was a rich target for Ezekiel, who then says on God’s behalf, that he
[God] would instead strengthen the weak, bind up the injured, and heal the sick, because the rulers had failed to
do so.  The Jews of the day would have known this passage well.  When Jesus further says in vs 7 “I am the
gate for the sheep”, the people would have known (a) Jesus was one with Yahweh, and (b) that God has
returned to usurp the leaders of their power and irresponsibility because they have failed.  So difficult was this
thought for people that Jesus had to repeat himself.  Third, Jesus notes in vs. 16 that  “I have other sheep...”  
One can only imagine how the Chosen People would have reacted to the thought of one world, one flock, and
one shepherd.  This went completely against their assumptions -  no wonder they thought him out of his mind. 
Though these words seem comfortable to us now, we should not forget their revolutionary intent, for they
apply to us too.  We are always invited to undertake a radical reexamination of our beliefs and practices.  [AP]

Blog of the week   The Kreiders have returned, but you can imagine them (and yourself) still in France on
Evan’s travel blog http://www.postcardsfromstmaurice.blogspot.com/ 

PGIMF News
July 10 Evan Kreider Baptismal service
July 17 Chellle Stearns TBA
July 24 Rosie Perera Women of the Bible - Rahab
July 31 Walter Bergen Women of the Bible - Hagar

MB Herald   Anyone with membership in the BC Conference of MB Churches who wishes a subscription to
the Mennonite Brethren Herald please contact Andre to ensure you can get on the list to this excellent
publication.  The conference covers the cost for MB members.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

PGIMF annual summer potluck
barbeque to be held July 24th

after church at the Hannans. 
We will also celebrate the
upcoming nuptuals of Erin and
Daniel with an informal
shower. All welcome and bring
your friends!

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.postcardsfromstmaurice.blogspot.com/
http://www.postcardsfromstmaurice.blogspot.com/


Refugee support   The West Point Grey churches are happy to report the Tayem family has arrived and is
settled in to their home in Burnaby.  The family arrived on time and had a nice reception and transport to the
home.  The mother's sister has a family nearby who will provide support.  The father speaks English to a
functional degree. Other family members are learning and have some understanding. The family has been
connected with all necessary authorities and has registered for interim health, MSP etc.  With a prepaid cell and
cash to spend for food and other start up costs for the remainder of the month, they are well started, so many
thanks to all for their support of this family.  As a church we will be providing some financial support to this
family every month.
 
The Wider Church
MB Mission   Ron & Betty Russell are serving together as a member care couple offering support and
encouragement to MB Missionaries around the world. They have recently been reminded of the sacrifice of
their brothers and sister who chose to follow Christ in spite of persecution. They ask that we would come
alongside them in praying for the awakening of hearts to the message of Jesus. 

MCC-BC   Start collecting change for MCC Penny Power 2011 as we raise money for Food Security projects
in Sudan, with every penny matched 4:1 by CIDA.  School food programs, food for work programs, and
training in agriculture best practices will all contribute towards regular access to adequate food supplies and the
empowerment of women and girls. For more information visit bc.mcc.org/pennypower or call 1 888 622 6337. 
 
Regent College   The Regent College free summer lecture series continues Monday July 4  with Christopherth

Hall speaking on One plus One plus One equals One: The Mystery and the Beauty of the Trinity in the chapel at
Regent College at 8:00pm.  Come early for a good seat!

News ‘ n ‘ Notes    The MCBC house newsletter is looking for submissions for the August newsletter.  Would
someone please write about the joint project of the West Point Grey churches to bring the Syrian refugees from
the Al Hol camp to Canada, and our part in it?  

- Andre
MC-Canada Assembly   In less than one week, over 800 people wioll be participating in the annual Menonite
Church Canada Assembly 2011 to discuss, discern, and seek the leading of the Holy Spirit for the church in
these times.  Youth, children, and adults, all will participate as congregations and Area
Churches, and staff of Mennonite Church Canada meet in Waterloo.  Your prayers for their successful work is
coveted, and you are invited to participate with them with a video that you can see at 
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1589

Creative World   You are invited to the 1  annual Creative World Arts and Justice Festival to be held onst

Sto:lo land in Mission BC on August 12-14, 2011.  Creative World Justice are followers of Jesus, passionate
about creativity and social justice, and excited to provide a space for folks from all walks of life to come
together and be inspired.   The festival is a grassroots arts and justice camping festival with speakers including
Shane Claiborne, Cheryl Bear, Ched Myers and Elaine Enns, plus local musicians, poetry, spoken work and
workshops.  Bring your family, friends and neighbours and enjoy a relaxing weekend with others passionate
about justice.  For more information, or to register, see http://creativeworldjustice.org/festival/festival.html

Pacific Theatre    The mainstage season may be complete at Pacific Theatre, but there are many things coming
up in the next couple of weeks -  music, Shakespeare, and one-act plays including The apprentice Project. 
• The Casino: Two brothers see if blood is thicker than blackjack in old, mafia-run Las Vegas.
• The Disappearing: A middle-class woman looking to disappear finds an unlikely connection with a

homeless alcoholic in the alley she finds herself in. 
Tickets $11.50 in advance or PWYC (pay what you can) at the door.  Buy tickets online at
http://pacifictheatre.org/season/2010-2011/secondstage/music-at-pacific or by phone at 604.731.5518.

http://www.mds.mennonite.net/donate
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1589


Ruth 1:1-22

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a1

famine in the land, and a certain man of Bethlehem in
Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his
wife and two sons. The name of the man was2

Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the
names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they
were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They
went into the country of Moab and remained there.
But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she3

was left with her two sons. These took Moabite4

wives; the name of one was Orpah and the name of
the other Ruth. When they had lived there for about
ten years, both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that5

the woman was left without her two sons or her
husband.

Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law6 

from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the
country of Moab that the Lord had had consideration
for his people and given them food. So she set out7

from the place where she had been living, she and her
two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to
go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her8

two daughters-in-law, ‘Go back each of you to your
mother’s house. May the Lord deal kindly with you,
as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The9

Lord grant that you may find security, each of you in
the house of your husband.’ Then she kissed them,
and they wept aloud. They said to her, ‘No, we will10

return with you to your people.’ But Naomi said,11

‘Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me?
Do I still have sons in my womb that they may
become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters,12

go your way, for I am too old to have a husband.
Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I
should have a husband tonight and bear sons, would13

you then wait until they were grown? Would you then
refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been
far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand

of the Lord has turned against me.’ Then they wept14

aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but
Ruth clung to her.

 So she said, ‘See, your sister-in-law has gone back15

to her people and to her gods; return after your
sister-in-law.’ But Ruth said,16

‘Do not press me to leave you
   or to turn back from following you!
Where you go, I will go;
   where you lodge, I will lodge;
your people shall be my people,
   and your God my God.

 Where you die, I will die—17

   there will I be buried.
May the Lord do thus and so to me,
   and more as well,
if even death parts me from you!’

When Naomi saw that she was determined to go18

with her, she said no more to her.

 So the two of them went on until they came to19

Bethlehem. When they came to Bethlehem, the whole
town was stirred because of them; and the women
said, ‘Is this Naomi?’ 2 She said to them,0

‘Call me no longer Naomi,
   call me Mara,
   for the Almighty has dealt bitterly with me.

 I went away full,21

   but the Lord has brought me back empty;
why call me Naomi
   when the Lord has dealt harshly with me,
   and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?’

 So Naomi returned together with Ruth the Moabite,22

her daughter-in-law, who came back with her from
the country of Moab. They came to Bethlehem at the
beginning of the barley harvest.     [NRSV]

Ruth 3:1-5, 16-18  

Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, ‘My daughter,1

I need to seek some security for you, so that it may be
well with you. Now here is our kinsman Boaz, with2

whose young women you have been working. See, he
is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing-floor.
Now wash and anoint yourself, and put on your best3

clothes and go down to the threshing-floor; but do not
make yourself known to the man until he has finished
eating and drinking. When he lies down, observe the4

place where he lies; then, go and uncover his feet and
lie down; and he will tell you what to do.’ She said to5

her, ‘All that you tell me I will do.’

[...]        So she lay at his feet until morning, but got14

up before one person could recognize another; for he
said, ‘It must not be known that the woman came to
the threshing-floor.’ Then he said, ‘Bring the cloak15

you are wearing and hold it out.’ So she held it, and
he measured out six measures of barley, and put it on
her back; then he went into the city. She came to her16

mother-in-law, who said, ‘How did things go with
you, my daughter?’ Then she told her all that the man
had done for her, saying, ‘He gave me these six17

measures of barley, for he said, “Do not go back to
your mother-in-law empty-handed.” ’ She replied,18

‘Wait, my daughter, until you learn how the matter
turns out, for the man will not rest, but will settle the
matter today.’     [NRSV]



Ruth 4:1-10, 13-17

No sooner had Boaz gone up to the gate and sat1

down there than the next-of-kin, of whom Boaz had
spoken, came passing by. So Boaz said, ‘Come over,
friend; sit down here.’ And he went over and sat
down. Then Boaz took ten men of the elders of the2

city, and said, ‘Sit down here’; so they sat down. He3

then said to the next-of-kin, ‘Naomi, who has come
back from the country of Moab, is selling the parcel
of land that belonged to our kinsman Elimelech. So I4

thought I would tell you of it, and say: Buy it in the
presence of those sitting here, and in the presence of
the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem
it; but if you will not, tell me, so that I may know; for
there is no one prior to you to redeem it, and I come
after you.’ So he said, ‘I will redeem it.’ Then Boaz5

said, ‘The day you acquire the field from the hand of
Naomi, you are also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the
widow of the dead man, to maintain the dead man’s
name on his inheritance.’ At this, the next-of-kin6

said, ‘I cannot redeem it for myself without damaging
my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption
yourself, for I cannot redeem it.’

 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel7

concerning redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a
transaction, one party took off a sandal and gave it to
the other; this was the manner of attesting in Israel.
So when the next-of-kin said to Boaz, ‘Acquire it for8

yourself’, he took off his sandal. Then Boaz said to9

the elders and all the people, ‘Today you are
witnesses that I have acquired from the hand of

Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that
belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. I have also10

acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, to be
my wife, to maintain the dead man’s name on his
inheritance, in order that the name of the dead may
not be cut off from his kindred and from the gate of
his native place; today you are witnesses.’ Then all11

the people who were at the gate, along with the
elders, said, ‘We are witnesses. May the Lord make
the woman who is coming into your house like
Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of
Israel. May you produce children in Ephrathah and
bestow a name in Bethlehem; and, through the12

children that the Lord will give you by this young
woman, may your house be like the house of Perez,
whom Tamar bore to Judah.’

 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When13

they came together, the Lord made her conceive, and
she bore a son. Then the women said to Naomi,14

‘Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this day
without next-of-kin; and may his name be renowned
in Israel! He shall be to you a restorer of life and a15

nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law
who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons,
has borne him.’ Then Naomi took the child and laid16

him in her bosom, and became his nurse. The17

women of the neighbourhood gave him a name,
saying, ‘A son has been born to Naomi.’ They named
him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, the father of
David.     [NRSV]

Mark 12:28-34

 One of the scribes came near and heard them28

disputing with one another, and seeing that he
answered them well, he asked him, ‘Which
commandment is the first of all?’ Jesus answered,29

‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the
Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with30

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your mind, and with all your strength.” The second31

is this, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.’

Then the scribe said to him, ‘You are right, Teacher;32

you have truly said that “he is one, and besides him
there is no other”; and “to love him with all the33

heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the
strength”, and “to love one’s neighbour as
oneself”,—this is much more important than all
whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices.’ When Jesus34

saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are
not far from the kingdom of God.’ After that no one
dared to ask him any question.     [NRSV]

man terms because of your natural limitations. For
just as you once presented your members as slaves to
impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now
present your members as slaves to righteousness for
sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you20

were free in regard to righteousness. So what21

advantage did you then get from the things of which

you now are ashamed? The end of those things is
death. But now that you have been freed from sin22

and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is
sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages23

of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.    [NRSV]


