
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

PGIMF Congregational Meeting
You are requested to stay for a brief
congregational meeting on July 20

th
 after

the service to consider a change in the times
of our worship service.  Please see any
member of the church board for details.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

July 6th,  2014

Jonathan Wilson - Three Groanings
Worship leader: Rosie Perera Music: Andre Pekovich

      Usher: Peter Neudorf Coffee Could be you!

Last Sunday   "Run to Win!"  On July 29th, in the midst
of a hotly-contested World Cup 2014, Tony Tremblett
focused his meditation on the sport metaphor used by
Paul in 1 Cor. 9.  In Paul's day, Greek runners prepared
for the various levels of games by training intensely for
as many as eleven months before traveling to the game
site to finish training with an acknowledged coach. Paul
encouraged his new Christians in Corinth (not far from
where some of the games were held) to take their spiritual lives just as seriously as if they were
striving to become top athletes.  If their lives are successful (if they could 'win the race'), the honours
would not be the transient cheers of the fickle crowd or the laural wreath that wilted a few days later,
but that which is everlasting, eternal.  Unlike a mere footrace in which only one person wins, every
person serious about their faith can ultimately win.  Unlike sports, in which there is always another
race, our life-long 'race' happens only once.  The writer of Hebrews imagines "a great cloud of
witnesses" cheering us on, even though they are unseen by us.  Tony ended by asking what we want
to leave behind, at the end of our race:  money, things, or a positive influence on others.   [JEK]

PGIMF News
July 13 Dr. Shirley Showalter I Love to Tell the Story
July 20 Ruth Enns Jacob’s Ladder
July 27 Derek Carr Velasquez’ Holy Hermits
August 3 Heinrich Walde TBA

Wider Church

Public Events - Dr. Shirley Showalter (former President, Goshen College) continues her retirement tour
and book launch in the Pacific Northwest with a stop in the Fraser Valley to which everyone is invited
to attend.  On Friday July 11th at 7:00 pm, you can attend her book talk on “Writing as Spiritual
Practice” with pastor April Yamasaki and Danny Unrau at House of James Bookstore and Café (2743
Emerson St. At S. Fraser Way, Abbotsford).  You can also attender her book talk and conversation at
PGIMF the following Sunday morning at 10:00 am.  For more about Dr. Showalter, please see her blog
at http://www.shirleyshowalter.com/blog/ and more about the book book launch of Blush: A
Mennonite Girl meets a Glittering World at the same website.

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.shirleyshowalter.com/blog/


Regent College    The Free Public Lectures continue Monday July 7th at 7:30 pm with Domenic
Erdozain who takes issue with The Myth of the Secular Worldview .  Return on Wednesday July 9th at
7:30 pm for Bruce Hindmarsh and singer-songwriter Steve Bell for a double-header: Hymns and the
Christian Spirit: A Short History of Song and Devotion.  All events held in the chapel at Regent
College where you’ll need to come early to get a good seat.  

MCC    HELP IRAQIS THROUGH MCC   As armed conflict forces Iraqis from their homes, MCC is
providing vital items for daily life and is planning an ongoing response. Please help us reach a goal of
12,000 hygiene kits and 3,000 relief kits for uprooted Iraqis and others in the region. Gifts of money
support MCC’s efforts with partners in Iraq to respond quickly and continue long-term efforts that
build peace. More information is available online at www.mcccanada.ca/get-involved/kits  and
www.donate.mcccanada.ca/cause/iraq-response, or by calling 1-888-622-6381. Thank you for
partnering with MCC to help uprooted people and for your ongoing prayers for peace in the region.

Christian Peacemaker Teams   With the awful confirmation this week of the deaths of three Israeli
yeshiva students kidnapped and killed in the occupied West Bank, all parties fear the worst - with
Hamas blamed, the Palestinian Authority suffering the worst political fallout, 8 Palestinian citizens
dead in subsequent raids and actions by Israeli forces, and harsh words from Israel’s politicians, it was
perhaps inevitable that reprisals should be carried out on a Palestinian boy, ostensibly by Jewish
settlers.  Christian Peacemaker Teams seeks to stand between both parties to encourage the work of
peace and understanding.  You are invited to learn more about the situation and this work at
http://www.cpt.org/

Psalm 104:24-35 

24 O Lord, how manifold are your works!
   In wisdom you have made them all;
   the earth is full of your creatures.
25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide,
   creeping things innumerable are there,
   living things both small and great.
26 There go the ships,
   and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.

27 These all look to you
   to give them their food in due season;
28 when you give to them, they gather it up;
   when you open your hand, they are filled with
good things.
29 When you hide your face, they are dismayed;
   when you take away their breath, they die
   and return to their dust.

30 When you send forth your spirit, they are
created;
   and you renew the face of the ground.

31 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;
   may the Lord rejoice in his works—
32 who looks on the earth and it trembles,
   who touches the mountains and they smoke.
33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
   I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
34 May my meditation be pleasing to him,
   for I rejoice in the Lord.
35 Let sinners be consumed from the earth,
   and let the wicked be no more.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.
Praise the Lord!     [NRSV]

http://www.mcccanada.ca/get-involved/kits
http://www.donate.mcccanada.ca/cause/iraq-response
http://www.cpt.org/


Romans 8:18-39

18 I consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God; 20for the creation was subjected
to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the
one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay
and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. 22We know that the whole

creation has been groaning in labour pains until
now; 23and not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for
we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for
words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God.

28 We know that all things work together for
good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. 29For those whom he

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, in order that he might
be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those
whom he predestined he also called; and those
whom he called he also justified; and those
whom he justified he also glorified.

31 What then are we to say about these things? If
God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of
us, will he not with him also give us everything
else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s
elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who
indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
or sword? 36As it is written,
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long;
   we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’
37No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.     [NRSV]

WISDOM CORNER

Conversion, therefore, is not joining a different group, but seeing with the
eyes of the crucified. The cross is Paul’s philosopher’s stone or
“codebreaker” for any lasting spiritual liberation. God can save sincere
people of faith inside of any system or religion, if only they can be patient,
trusting, and compassionate in the presence of human misery or failure,
especially their own. This is life’s essential journey. These trustful ones
have surrendered to Christ, very often without needing to use the precise
word “Christ” at all (Matthew 7:21). It is the active doing and not the
correct saying that matters.

-  Richard Rohr


