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J. Evan Kreider - Surpassing Righteouosness

Worship leader: Paul Thiessen Song Leader: Lisa-Dawn Kilthau
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday    On June 30th, Sharon Smith spoke on Psalm 130, "Out
of the depths."  Sharon is active in Sanctuary, an organization which
helps ministers co-journey with parishioners troubled by depression. 
One such person once said that at night it is dark--and it is also dark
in his mind; when the sun comes up, it is still dark in his mind.  In
such times, God seems absent, and the sufferer lacks even the energy
to pray.  Sharon then examined Psalm 130, noting how the bible's "wisdom literature" portrays
God being with someone suffering depression, etc.  The "depths" (verse 1) can be very
frightening (the same word is used in Ps. 69.1-2 for the frightening chaos of the depths of the
Mediterranean Seas).  Once this internal chaos is externalized and we are aware of it, how can we
help?  We might try to recall some dark depth we once experienced, remembering how it
affected our world view.  The Psalmist long ago bravely illustrated how to articulate a call to God
for help.  Verses 3-4 remind us that God does not keep track of our wrongs/difficulties, and that
we are forgiven and understood.  Sharon concluded with three practical ways we might help
others:  (1) go with them to see the doctor/counselor (sit in the waiting room, then be available
to listen if listening is desired); (2) simply listen, not judgmentally, just be there; and (3) remind
each other (verses 7-8) that God never gives up on us, God will be with us, redeem us.  [JEK]

PGIMF News
July 14th Carl Friesen The Good News of a New King
July 21st Ken Friesen Bergoglio
July 28th Andre Pekovich Consequences
August 4th Morgan Tipton Lectionary

We ask God to move mountains but forget that God also wants to move us. In fact,
it's possible that we are that mountain.  - Eugene Cho

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-220-1315);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


The Wider Church
MCC    You are all invited to hear the story of the survivors of the Indian Residential Schools
tragedy on September 18-21, The Truth and Reconciliation Commission arrives at Vancouver’s
PNE to hear the voices of those who survived, and you are invited to walk with those who’ve
come forward, help put on the event, or simply sit and listen.  To volunteer for the TRC in any
capacity, email Shannon Barry at (e-mail available from webmaster)

Regent College’s Free Public Lecture    Come hear Malcolm Guite - poet, singer-songwriter,
priest, lecturer and author - who invites us to understand John’s Gospel through the lens of
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream in his lecture The Word Made Flesh: Christ and the
Imagination.  The poetry can bring us closer to the mind of our maker.  Wednesday, Jul 10 from
7:30pm - 9:30 pm in the chapel at Regent College.  Arrive early for your seat at this free lecture.

Mennonite Disaster Service  is active in Southern Alberta helping to muck out flooded homes. 
There are teams in Medicine Hat, High River, and some in Calgary.  Volunteers are much needed
immediately.  Limited RV parking and some accommodation may be available for volunteers.  
Call the Alberta Volunteer Coordinator to volunteer at 587-216-6169 or the Winnipeg office at 
866-261-1274.   Donations to the Winnipeg office 6A-1325 Markham Rd, Winnipeg, MB R3T 4J6 

The Mennonite Historical Society of BC invites all to the BC book launch of It Happened in
Moscow: A Memoir of Discovery by Maureen Klassen.  This riveting story of a family, a secret that
spans Revolution and World War, and a stunning discovery, follows on her earlier book,
Ambassador to His People: C.F. Klassen and the Russian Mennonite Refugees, co-written with
her husband, Herb. In this narrative, Maureen gives life to a Russian woman seeking her brother
in Canada, to an intrepid man arrested by the KGB and never heard from again, and to the
amazing woman at the heart of this story, her mother-in-law, Mary Brieger Klassen. Tuesday July
9th at 7:00 pm at Bakerview MB Church,  2285 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford.

Psalm 103
Thanksgiving for God’s Goodness

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
   and all that is within me,
   bless his holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
   and do not forget all his benefits—
3 who forgives all your iniquity,
   who heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the Pit,
   who crowns you with steadfast love and
mercy,
5 who satisfies you with good as long as you
live
   so that your youth is renewed like the
eagle’s.

6 The Lord works vindication
   and justice for all who are oppressed.
7 He made known his ways to Moses,
   his acts to the people of Israel.

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,
   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love.
9 He will not always accuse,
   nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10 He does not deal with us according to our
sins,
   nor repay us according to our iniquities.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth,
   so great is his steadfast love towards
those who fear him;
12 as far as the east is from the west,
   so far he removes our transgressions from
us.
13 As a father has compassion for his children,
   so the Lord has compassion for those who
fear him.
14 For he knows how we were made;
   he remembers that we are dust.



15 As for mortals, their days are like grass;
   they flourish like a flower of the field;
16 for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
   and its place knows it no more.
17 But the steadfast love of the Lord is from
everlasting to everlasting
   on those who fear him,
   and his righteousness to children’s
children,
18 to those who keep his covenant
   and remember to do his commandments.

19 The Lord has established his throne in the
heavens,
   and his kingdom rules over all.
20 Bless the Lord, O you his angels,
   you mighty ones who do his bidding,
   obedient to his spoken word.
21 Bless the Lord, all his hosts,
   his ministers that do his will.
22 Bless the Lord, all his works,
   in all places of his dominion.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.         [NRSV]

Leviticus 19: 9-18

9 When you reap the harvest of your land, you
shall not reap to the very edges of your field,
or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10You
shall not strip your vineyard bare, or gather
the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall
leave them for the poor and the alien: I am the
Lord your God.

11 You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely;
and you shall not lie to one another. 12And you
shall not swear falsely by my name, profaning
the name of your God: I am the Lord.

13 You shall not defraud your neighbour; you
shall not steal; and you shall not keep for
yourself the wages of a labourer until morning.
14You shall not revile the deaf or put a

stumbling-block before the blind; you shall
fear your God: I am the Lord.

15 You shall not render an unjust judgement;
you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to
the great: with justice you shall judge your
neighbour. 16You shall not go around as a
slanderer among your people, and you shall
not profit by the blood of your neighbour: I
am the Lord.

17 You shall not hate in your heart anyone of
your kin; you shall reprove your neighbour, or
you will incur guilt yourself. 18You shall not
take vengeance or bear a grudge against any
of your people, but you shall love your
neighbour as yourself: I am the Lord.    [NRSV]

Matthew 5: 38-48

38 ‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for
an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” 39But I say to
you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone
strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other
also; 40and if anyone wants to sue you and take
your coat, give your cloak as well; 41and if
anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the
second mile. 42Give to everyone who begs
from you, and do not refuse anyone who
wants to borrow from you.

43 ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall
love your neighbour and hate your enemy.”

44But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you, 45so that you
may be children of your Father in heaven; for
he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the righteous and on
the unrighteous. 46For if you love those who
love you, what reward do you have? Do not
even the tax-collectors do the same? 47And if
you greet only your brothers and sisters, what
more are you doing than others? Do not even
the Gentiles do the same? 48Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.    
[NRSV]



Leviticus19.18: Matthew
You shall not take vengeance 5:43 You have heard that it was said,

or bear a grudge against any of 
your people, but you shall love your similar: ‘You shall love your neighbour and hate
neighbour as yourself; your enemy.’
I am the Lord. vs But I say to you, Love your enemies

and pray for those who persecute you.

Luke Matthew

5.38: You have heard that it was said,
‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’

<thought break> But I say to you, Do not resist an evil-doer.
6.27-8: Love your enemies,

do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you,
pray for those who abuse you.

6.29: If anyone strikes you on the cheek, 5.39: But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek,
  offer the other also;   turn the other also;

6.29:  and from anyone who takes away your coat, 5:40: and if anyone want to sue you and take your coat,
             do not withhold even your shirt.   give your cloak as well.

5.41: and if anyone forces you to go one mile,
  go also the second mile.

6.30: Give to everyone who begs from you, 5.42: Give to everyone who begs from you,
  and if anyone takes away your goods,   and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow
    do not ask for them again.   from you.

6:31: Do to others as you would have them
  do to you.

5.43: You have heard that it was said,
‘You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’

[6.27-8:Love your enemies, 5.44: But I say to you, Love your enemies
do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you,
pray for those who abuse you.] and pray for those who persecute you,

6.35- But love your enemies,  [see also: Luke 6.27-]
do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.
Your reward will be great,

  and you will be children of the Most High; 5.45: so that you may be children of your Father in heaven
 for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good,
 and sends rain on the righteous and on the
 unrighteous.

6.32- If you love those who love you, 5.46 For if you love those who love you,
  what credit is that to you?     what reward do you have?
     For even sinners love those who love them.      Do not even the tax collectors do the same?
If you do good to those who do good to you, And if you greet only your brothers and sisters,
  what credit is that to you?   what more are you doing than others?
     For even sinners do the same.      Do not even the Gentiles do the same?
If you lend to those from whom you hope        do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return
 to receive,
  what credit is that to you?
     Even sinners lend to sinner, to receive
       as much again.

6.36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 5:48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is
 perfect.


