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July 17 , 2011th

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today we begin our summer series on women of the Bible
in a service led today by Rosie Perera; we will be led in song by Erna Friesen, accompanied at the piano by Ruth
Enns, and Helmut Lemke is your usher.    Later, we will hear from Chelle Stearns who will continue our summer
series of Women of the Bible with a message on the woman who anointed Jesus based on Matthew 26:6-13. 
Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the lounge after the service. 
Parents with small children, please note child-minding is available on the
second and last Sundays of each month.

Last Sunday Erin Teichroeb was baptized into faith in our congregation
in a moving celebration conducted by Evan Kreider and Erika Hannan,
and communion was served.

Two Sundays Ago    Laura Eriksson began our series on Women of the
Bible.  As she researched her message, conversations with other women
she knew about “what makes a good story?” inspired Laura to see in the
story of Ruth and Naomi many reflections of her own experience, and
evoked an inquiry into God’s moving in mysterious ways.  Her curiosity is piqued by Ruth’s inclusion in Jesus’
lineage rom Matthew - how did she, a Moabite woman, get into Jesus’ background? The four hundred years of the
judges were dark days for Israel, and the death of Naomi’s husband and two sons made her sojourn in Moab
fleeing famine in Israel, an unhappy one.  Her decision to return home to Israel to Bethlehem, to be redeemed by
family relations and feel closer to God was sensible.  So too was her daughter-in-law Orpah’s decision to remain
in Moab. Ruth’s decision, however is magic, and rewards Naomi’s grace and blessing of her daughters-in-law
with Ruth’s loyalty. Did Ruth see in Naomi’s love for her God a blessing for her own life too?  We are not told.
Her return to her hometown as the barley harvest was beginning evoked in Laura of the times of harvest on the
farm on which she grew up.  Ruth fits right in and contributes to the community, the extended family; and God
and Naomi begin to bring about a future for her. As Boaz’s attention is drawn to Ruth, his obligation to “redeem”
must be properly done, and celebrated in land and covenant. Thus through Boaz, a son to Ruth - Obed - became a
father to David in the line of Jesus.  Laura identified three themes.  God’s kindness overshadows our bitterness,
seen in Ruth’s loyalty, Naomi’s blessing and chesed to her daughters, and in Boaz’s treatment of the foreigner
Ruth.   Two:  A kind of dignity is present in distress, and Laura told stories from her own past about the kindness
of strangers giving her dignity. Three: Grief turns into gratitude. God’s mercy gives us the grace to go on in our
grief, and gives us a chance to redeem our lives in gratitude, and Laura read from Psalm 116, which she noted
could be Naomi’s Psalm.  This great story of redemption and grace and chesed rejuvenates our faith in God, who

asks us to do the same.    [AP]

Blog of the week    Six Masters Farm is an enterprise led by
PGIMF alumnus Walter Bergen and his partner Tony Funk that
features a combined blog-website to showcase their all-natural
farm and life in a delightful corner of the Wet Coast.  The best
place to start is http://sixmastersfarm.com/?page_id=157 

PGIMF News
July 24 Rosie Perera Women of the Bible - Rahab
July 31 Walter Bergen Women of the Bible - Hagar
August 7 TBA
August 14 Lydia Crutwell Women of the Bible - Mary & Martha

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Tena and Henry Neufeld thank the
congregation for the flowers
following the death of their
sister-in-law Elsie Suderman.

PGIMF annual summer potluck
barbeque to be held July 24  afterth

church at the Hannans.  We will
also celebrate the upcoming
nuptuals of Erin and Daniel with
an informal shower. All welcome
and bring your friends!

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.postcardsfromstmaurice.blogspot.com/
http://www.postcardsfromstmaurice.blogspot.com/
http://sixmastersfarm.com/?page_id=157


Refugee support   The West Point Grey churches are happy to report the Tayem family is settled in to their home
in Burnaby.  The mother's sister has a family nearby who will provide support.  The father speaks English to a
functional degree. Other family members are learning and have some understanding. The family has been
connected with all necessary authorities and has registered for interim health, MSP etc.  With a prepaid cell and
cash to spend for food and other start up costs for the remainder of the month, they are well started, so many
thanks to all for their support of this family.  This church provides financial support to this family every month.
 
The Wider Church
MB Mission   Phil & Carol Bergen continue to work as team leaders, training and discipling the Nanerige people
in Burkina Faso. They praise God for the bricks that are being laid for their new church building. Please continue
to pray for strength and wisdom among the local leaders like Madou and Maliki who are training pastors and
preaching the good news to their people. 

MCC-BC   As a result of the Postal strike in June, which interrupted the MCC BC spring appeal letter, donations
are down. The MCC BC fiscal year ends August 31st, 2011 and we want to maintain our commitments to the
people we help around the world. We invite you to send in your donation to support MCC's work before the end
of the fiscal year: by mail: Box 2038 Abbotsford BC V2T 3T8, by phone: 604 870 0494 or toll free 1 888 622
6337 or online at donate.mcc.org  
 
Regent College   The Regent College free summer lecture series continues Monday July 18  with Larry Hurtadoth

spekaing on The Earliest Evidence of a Christian Visual and Material Culture.  Then on Wednesday July 20 th

Roger Lundin speaks on A Good Man is Hard to Find: Christ in the Eyes of the Poets.  Both lectures begin at
8:00pm  in the chapel at Regent College.  Come early for a good seat!

50  Anniversary Celebration of Killarney Park M.B. Church   The congregation of Killarney Park invites youth

to join them Sunday September 25th for lunch and a short afternoon programme to celebrate 50 years of service
with the theme “The Promise of Jubilee”.  Please RSVP to (available from webmaster).

News ‘ n ‘ Notes    The MCBC house newsletter is looking for submissions for the August newsletter.  Would
someone please write about the joint project of the West Point Grey churches to bring the Syrian refugees from
the Al Hol camp to Canada, and our part in it?  

- Andre

Creative World   You are invited to the 1  annual Creative World Arts and Justice Festival to be held on Sto:lost

land in Mission BC on August 12-14, 2011.  Creative World Justice are followers of Jesus, passionate about
creativity and social justice, and excited to provide a space for folks from all walks of life to come together and be
inspired.   The festival is a grassroots arts and justice camping festival with speakers including Shane Claiborne,
Cheryl Bear, Ched Myers and Elaine Enns, plus local musicians, poetry, spoken work and workshops.  Bring your
family, friends and neighbours and enjoy a relaxing weekend with others passionate about justice.  For more
information, or to register, see http://creativeworldjustice.org/festival/festival.html
 http://pacifictheatre.org/season/2010-2011/secondstage/music-at-pacific by phone at 604.731.5518.

Mennonite Disaster Service   The MDS youth program joint venture between youth at First United Mennonite
and MDS at Kingcome Inlet began on Sunday, July 3. Long-term volunteers and the youth from Conestoga
Mennonite Church, Morgantown, PA were accompanied by orca whales on part of their two hour boat trip across
the Queen Charlotte Strait. The volunteers worked on two houses patching drywall and hanging doors. Mr. Joes
house is being gutted and the volunteers fixed sub-floors and drywall, and cleaned up the outside of the house. 
More informoation and great pictures are available at 
http://mds.mennonite.net/projects/kingcomeinletbcyouthproject/

Appreciation to PGIMF.   Regarding PGIMF's recent donation to Mennonite Church Canada of $2,036.50,
$1,000 above our usual semi-annual donation, we have received a hand written note from Norm Dyck, Executive
Secretary, Church Engagement, "Thank you for your generous support and encouragement!"  Here is an extract
from the printed letter:

What is your gift doing?  Your support is important encouragement to our shared ministries of Christian
Formation...We believe God is inviting Mennonite Church Canada to be actively engaged in shaping disciples of Jesus
Christ, witnessing to God's reconciling work in us and in the world.  An exciting part of this ministry are new resources
that help Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal groups engage the witness of God's love through story and history.  Called
"Reaching Up to God," it tells the story of Maskipiton - an Aboriginal warrior who was transformed by the peace of
Christ and paid for it with his life.  Maskipiton's story inspires all cultures to new heights of faithful living.

http://www.mds.mennonite.net/donate
http://mds.mennonite.net/projects/kingcomeinletbcyouthproject/


Opening

 
One thing I have asked of the Lord,
this is what I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life;
to behold the beauty of the Lord
and to seek Him in His temple.
 
Call:                Who is it that you seek?
Response:     We seek the Lord our God.
Call:                Do you seek Him with all your heart?
Response:     Amen. Lord, have mercy.
Call:                Do you seek Him with all your soul?
Response:     Amen. Lord, have mercy.
Call:                Do you seek Him with all your mind?
Response:     Amen. Lord, have mercy.
Call:                Do you seek Him with all your strength?
Response:     Amen. Christ, have mercy.
 
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life,
and we have believed and have come to know
that You are the Holy One of God.
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ,
King of endless glory.

Isaiah 43:15–21

 Thus says the Lord,14

   your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
 I am the Lord, your Holy One,15

   the Creator of Israel, your King.
 Thus says the Lord,16

   who makes a way in the sea,
   a path in the mighty waters,

 who brings out chariot and horse,17

   army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
   they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:

 Do not remember the former things,18

   or consider the things of old.
 I am about to do a new thing;19

   now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
   and rivers in the desert.

 The wild animals will honour me,20

   the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness,
   rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,

   the people whom I formed for myself21

so that they might declare my praise.     [NRSV]



L’Onction de Nard  - Arcabas

See http://www.arcabas.com/accueil/index.php?lalangue=uk for this image and the rest of the series

Matthew 26:6-13

The Anointing at Bethany

 Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of6

Simon the leper, a woman came to him with an7

alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and she
poured it on his head as he sat at the table. But8

when the disciples saw it, they were angry and
said, ‘Why this waste? For this ointment could9

have been sold for a large sum, and the money

given to the poor.’ But Jesus, aware of this, said10

to them, ‘Why do you trouble the woman? She has
performed a good service for me. For you always11

have the poor with you, but you will not always
have me. By pouring this ointment on my body12

she has prepared me for burial. Truly I tell you,13

wherever this good news is proclaimed in the
whole world, what she has done will be told in
remembrance of her.’     [NRSV]

http://www.arcabas.com/accueil/index.php?lalangue=uk

