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PGIMF RECAP

On July 8th, Ruth Enns spoke on the medieval chant, Dies irae, a poem (sequence) 
written c. 1250 by Thomas Celano. Dies irae was quickly appreciated, being added to the 
Mass for the Dead (removed only in the late 1960s as a result of the reforms of Vatican 
II). The poet imagines a fearful day of judgment when "all" will be revealed.  The poet 
then asks, "What am I going to do", if even the righteous have reason to be fearful? Hope 
is offered when we are reminded that Mary Magdalene and the 'thief on the cross' were 
forgiven, so perhaps there is hope for the likes of me. The poem's final lines ask that 
"Gentle Jesus, grant them rest", praying for the souls of all humanity. It is interesting to see 
that, as Christendom faded from the cultures of the 18th and 19th centuries, interest in 
this particular medieval chant went viral, with Europe's leading composers quoting from 
its opening melody when writing for orchestras, the piano, the organ, and of course for 
choirs.  The chant soon became a signature tune denoting death to all who heard 
it. Even contemporary culture, as it explores Armageddon, the end of the universe, etc., 
has been intrigued by this theme--whereas the present church tends to downplay a final 
judgment, eternal torment, and even the notion of there being a hell.  [JEK]

SCRIPTURE READING 

Genesis 32   Jacob Wrestles with God

1 Jacob also went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 2 When Jacob saw 
them, he said, “This is the camp of God!” So he named that place Mahanaim. 3 Jacob 
sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of 
Edom. 4 He instructed them: “This is what you are to say to my lord Esau: ‘Your servant 
Jacob says, I have been staying with Laban and have remained there till now. 5 I have 
cattle and donkeys, sheep and goats, male and female servants. Now I am sending this 
message to my lord, that I may find favor in your eyes. ’”

1

Worship Leader: 
Speaker: 
Song Leader:
Usher:                     

Paul Thiessen
John Neufeld
Micheal Thomas
Erna Friesen

Please note that we record the response time after the sermon. You are encouraged to share your thoughts as 
fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed. The response time will not be posted 
to the website. You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which 
will continue to be not recorded.



6 When the messengers returned to Jacob, they said, “We went to your brother Esau, 
and now he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.”

7 In great fear and distress Jacob divided the people who were with him into two 
groups, and the flocks and herds and camels as well. 8 He thought, “If Esau comes and 
attacks one group, the group that is left may escape.”

9 Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, Lord, you 
who said to me, ‘Go back to your country and your relatives, and I will make you 
prosper,’ 10 I am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your 
servant. I had only my staff when I crossed this Jordan, but now I have become two 
camps. 11 Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid he will 
come and attack me, and also the mothers with their children. 12 But you have said, ‘I 
will surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be counted. ’”

13 He spent the night there, and from what he had with him he selected a gift for his 
brother Esau: 14 two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes 
and twenty rams, 15 thirty female camels with their young, forty cows and ten bulls, 
and twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys. 16 He put them in the care of his 
servants, each herd by itself, and said to his servants, “Go ahead of me, and keep some 
space between the herds.”

17 He instructed the one in the lead: “When my brother Esau meets you and asks, 
‘Who do you belong to, and where are you going, and who owns all these animals in 
front of you?’ 18 then you are to say, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob. They are a 
gift sent to my lord Esau, and he is coming behind us.’”

19 He also instructed the second, the third and all the others who followed the herds: 
“You are to say the same thing to Esau when you meet him. 20 And be sure to say, 
‘Your servant Jacob is coming behind us.’” For he thought, “I will pacify him with these 
gifts I am sending on ahead; later, when I see him, perhaps he will receive me.” 21 So 
Jacob’s gifts went on ahead of him, but he himself spent the night in the camp.

Jacob Wrestles With God

22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his 
eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent them across the 
stream, he sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled 
with him till daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he 
touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the 
man. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.”But Jacob replied, “I will not 
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let you go unless you bless me.” 27 The man asked him, “What is your name?” 
“Jacob,” he answered.

28 Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you 
have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.” 29 Jacob said, “Please 
tell me your name.”But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him 
there. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to face, 
and yet my life was spared.”

31 The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip. 
32 Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the tendon attached to the socket of 
the hip, because the socket of Jacob’s hip was touched near the tendon. [NIV]

    

Psalm 42  
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1 As the deer pants for streams of 
water, 
    so my soul pants for you, my God.

2 My soul thirsts for God, for the 
living God. 
    When can I go and meet with 
God?

3 My tears have been my food
    day and night,

while people say to me all day long,
    “Where is your God?” 

4 These things I remember
    as I pour out my soul: 
how I used to go to the house of 
God 
    under the protection of the 
Mighty One[d]
with shouts of joy and praise 
    among the festive throng.

5 Why, my soul, are you downcast? 
    Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God, for I will yet 
praise him, my Savior and my God.

6 My soul is downcast within me;
    therefore I will remember you
from the land of the Jordan, 
    the heights of Hermon —from 
Mount Mizar.

7 Deep calls to deep 
    in the roar of your waterfalls;
all your waves and breakers
    have swept over me.
8 By day the Lord directs his love, 
    at night his song is with me—
    a prayer to the God of my life.
9 I say to God my Rock, 
    “Why have you forgotten me?
Why must I go about mourning, 
    oppressed by the enemy?” 

10 My bones suffer mortal agony 
    as my foes taunt me,
saying to me all day long,
    “Where is your God?”
11 Why, my soul, are you downcast?
    Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God,
    for I will yet praise him,
    my Savior and my God.
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1 
Praise the Lord, my soul; 
all my inmost being, praise his holy 
name. 
2 
Praise the Lord, my soul,
    and forget not all his benefits—
3 
who forgives all your sins 
    and heals all your diseases,
4 
who redeems your life from the pit
    and crowns you with love and 
compassion, 
5 
who satisfies your desires with good 
things
    so that your youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s.
6 
The Lord works righteousness 
    and justice for all the oppressed.
7 
He made known his ways to Moses,
    his deeds to the people of Israel:
8 
The Lord is compassionate and gracious, 
    slow to anger, abounding in love.
9 
He will not always accuse,
    nor will he harbor his anger forever; 
10 
he does not treat us as our sins deserve 
    or repay us according to our 
iniquities.
11 
For as high as the heavens are above the 
earth,
    so great is his love for those who fear 
him; 
12 
as far as the east is from the west,
    so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us.

13 
As a father has compassion on his children,
    so the Lord has compassion on those who 
fear him;
14 
for he knows how we are formed, 
    he remembers that we are dust. 
15 
The life of mortals is like grass, 
    they flourish like a flower of the 
field;
16 
the wind blows over it and it is gone,
    and its place remembers it no more.
17 
But from everlasting to everlasting
    the Lord’s love is with those who 
fear him,
    and his righteousness with their 
children’s children —
18 
with those who keep his covenant 
    and remember to obey his precepts.
19 
The Lord has established his throne in 
heaven,
    and his kingdom rules over all.
20 
Praise the Lord, you his angels, 
    you mighty ones who do his 
bidding, 
    who obey his word.
21 
Praise the Lord, all his heavenly hosts, 
    you his servants who do his will.
22 
Praise the Lord, all his works 
    everywhere in his dominion.
Praise the Lord, my soul.

Psalm 103  



ANNOUNCEMENTS & THANKS

The MCBC members of the Assembly Planning Committee (Charlotte Epp, Iris
Leung, Garry Janzen, Janette Thiessen) would like to thank all the volunteers from our 
MCBC Churches who helped make the 2012 MC Canada Assembly a well 
organized event.  We couldn't have done it without your help.  Also thanks to
all MCBC Church delegates and Guests who attended the Assembly.

Seeking Work and Learn Team Participants Work and Learn provides an 
opportunity for cross-cultural learning in the context of service. MCC BC is organizing a 
team to travel to Haiti from October 13-27, 2012.  Although no specific project has 
been determined, participants will work alongside locals to assist people re-build their 
lives from the devastating earthquake that occurred in 2010.

Participants should be in good physical health and come with a commitment to 
learning about the economic, social and religious context of Haiti.  The work 
component will be half the day and structured learning sessions (lectures, field trips, 
discussions) will fill out the day.  Participants will stay at the MCC office/guesthouse in 
Port-au-Prince.

The cost is expected to be around $2000, including air travel.  If you are interested in 
this opportunity, please contact Jon Nofziger at the MCC BC office.  Email 
peace@mccbc.com or phone 604.850.6639/604.857.0011 (Vancouver)/
1.888.622.6337

September 8th: MCC Pedaling for Hope Cyclathon for all ages. Choose from a 20 
km or 40 km route and help raise funds to respond to the food crisis in the Sahel region 
of Africa. Get all the details at bc.mcc.org/ride

SUMMER LECTURES AT REGENT

In the Spring and Summer Sessions, Regent hosts lectures every week to highlight the 
research of its regular faculty and our visiting summer lecturers. All lectures are in the 
Regent College Chapel unless otherwise noted on the Regent website. See http://
www.regent-college.edu/lifelong-learning/public-lectures for more details.
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