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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our summer series on Women of the Bible continues this
week with a service led by Janice Kreider; led in song by Evan Kreider, and Erna Friesen is your usher.   
Later, we will hear from Rosie Perera who will speak a message on Rahab, based on Joshua 2 and 6.  Parents
with small children, please note child-minding is available on the
second and last Sundays of each month.

Last Sunday   On July 17th, Chelle Stearns (Theology Professor) spoke
on "The Un-named Woman" (Matthew 26.6-13), the second in our
summer series on women in the bible.  It had been a busy week for
Jesus, with the 'triumphal entry' into Jerusalem got things rolling.  The
morning's s story took place while Jesus and students were being hosted
at the house of "Simon the leper", who is otherwise unknown to us. 
Chelle approached the story through a painting by "Arcabas"
(Jean-Marie Pirot) who has been working primarily in
Saint-Hugues-de-Chartreuse but also in Ottawa.  His paintings are often
inspired by biblical stories, as is true for "L'Onction de Nard" ('The Nard Ointment', but Catholics would also
read "extreme-onction" into the title, as in Last Rites).  In this work we see the faces of Jesus and the woman at
the moment at which she is pouring out the costly nard perfume (from the Himalayas) on the head of Jesus. 
Jesus is portrayed as accepting this unusual gesture or "anointing".  The woman is shown wearing the garb of
an early-20th-c. nun, suggesting that she is declaring herself to be celibate, possibly (like nuns) being 'married'
instead to Christ, and that the very expensive perfume represented the marriage dowry which she was forgoing
in order to work with the poor (an interpretation added by later tradition).  Her otherwise ridiculous act is
portrayed by the gospel writer as being a prophetic anointing which proclaims the Jesus is the Messiah,
something she was possibly led to do by the Holy Spirit.  We, too, are called to be like this woman and name
Jesus.  [JEK] 

PGIMF News
July 31 Walter Bergen Women of the Bible - Hagar
August 7 Henry Neufeld Women of the Bible - Puah and Shiphrah
August 14 Lydia Crutwell Women of the Bible - Mary & Martha
August 21 Janice Kreider Women of the Bible - TBA

The Wider Church     MB Mission   As you pray this week for Richard & Hazel Funk, who have transitioned
into the role of member care for MB Missionaries and local leaders in
the European area, please pray for the renewing of their mind and spirit,
to be able to support and encourage others. Praise God for the recent
months they have spent in North America reconnecting with their
family, churches and support groups!

50  Anniversary Celebration of Killarney Park M.B. Church   Theth

congregation of Killarney Park invites you to join them Sunday
September 25th for lunch and a short afternoon programme to celebrate
50 years of service with the theme “The Promise of Jubilee”.  Please
RSVP to (address available from webmaster)

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Kevin Hiebert and Nubia Martens
wish to express their appreciation
at the beautiful flower sent to
express the church's condolences
at the passing on July 3  ofrd

Kevin’s grandmother, Margaret
Rempel.  You can read about the
very rich and full life she led at
http://bit.ly/margaretrempel  

PGIMF annual summer potluck
barbeque to be held today after
church at the Hannans.  We will
also celebrate the upcoming
nuptials of Erin and Daniel with an
informal shower. All welcome and
bring your friends!

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://bit.ly/margaretrempel


Regent College   The Regent College free summer lecture series continues Monday July 25  with Michaelth

Pucci speaking on Kingdom Transformation: The Individual and Community.  This will be a live broadcast as
well - see the Regent College home page for more information.  Then on Wednesday July 25  Crystalth

Downing speaks on Understanding Postmodernism and Faith through the Arts.  Both lectures begin at 8:00pm
in the chapel at Regent College. 

MCC-BC  is appealing for donations to support its response to the drought and food crisis in East Africa that
has left about 11 million people in need of humanitarian assistance. Please consider a gift to help fund initial
efforts in Ethiopia and Kenya to provide supplemental food for at-risk groups, and to support food-for-work
projects. You are also invited to pray for people in the region. Donate by cheque to MCC designated “East
Africa Drought Response” and send to MCC-BC at 31414 Marshall Road, Box 2038 Abbotsford, BC V2T
3T8. Donate by credit card online at donate.mcc.org or toll free at 1 888 622 6337. 
 
MCC-BC    Housing Needed for responsible couple. MCC is looking for some affordable housing options
around Vancouver area for a MCC long-term worker, Shalom Wiebe and her husband Roberto Carlos de
Armas, who are just transitioning back into Canadian life from their international assignments at the end of
August 2011.  Please contact Sophie Tiessen-Eigbike at MCC BC (Ph: 1-888-622-6337) if you have a suite
available or any leads that we can follow-up. 

Creative World   You are invited to the 1  annual Creative World Arts and Justice Festival to be held inst

Mission on August 12-14, 2011.  Creative World Justice are followers of Jesus, passionate about creativity and
social justice, and want you to come together and be inspired with them at their grassroots arts and justice
camping festival with speakers including Shane Claiborne, Cheryl Bear, Ched Myers and Elaine Enns, plus
local musicians, poetry, spoken work and workshops.   For more information, or to register, see
http://creativeworldjustice.org/festival/festival.html

Appreciation to PGIMF.   Regarding PGIMF's donation to Regent College, we have received a letter from
Richard Thompson acknowledging our support of Regent College.  Here is an extract from the printed letter:

We are very grateful for your financial partnership which enables us to employ a world-class
faculty to deliver the quality theological education for which Regent college has become
renowned.  Your gift also allows us to subsidize student tuition and keep the building
functioning as a place in which Regent students and the surrounding community are made to
feel welcome.

Regent College   Several incoming married and single students for the Fall Term are in need of up to one week
of free housing and local telephone use while they search for permanent housing. Hosts are needed between
August 15 and September 15. If you can offer a place to stay for this period, please contact Amy in the Regent
College Admissions Office ASAP at 604-221-3355, or housing@regent-college.edu. Thank you! 

Travis Martin invites everyone to the neighbourhood project Livable Laneways that Travis is collaborating
with.  Funded by Viva Vancouver, Design Nerds have transformed a commercial laneway with installations
and will hold a night market on Saturday July 30 .   See Travis’s installations of a planter wall, and otherth

design elements that transform a grotty commercial laneway into a vibrant public space.  Travis will be on hand
to answer questions and discuss. Have dinner there at the sausage barbeque cook-off.  Come to The Alley,
100ft west of Main and Broadway (beside the Chutney Villa) from 5:00 - 9:00 pm. Find more information at
the facebook event page at  http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=229427080422827 or to learn more go to
the Livable laneways website www.livablelaneways.com 

http://www.mds.mennonite.net/donate
mailto:housing@regent-college.edu
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=229427080422827
http://www.livablelaneways.com


Joshua 2:1-24

Then Joshua son of Nun sent two men secretly from1

Shittim as spies, saying, ‘Go, view the land,
especially Jericho.’ So they went, and entered the
house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab, and
spent the night there. The king of Jericho was told,2

‘Some Israelites have come here tonight to search
out the land.’ Then the king of Jericho sent orders to3

Rahab, ‘Bring out the men who have come to you,
who entered your house, for they have come only to
search out the whole land.’ But the woman took the4

two men and hid them. Then she said, ‘True, the
men came to me, but I did not know where they
came from. And when it was time to close the gate5

at dark, the men went out. Where the men went I do
not know. Pursue them quickly, for you can overtake
them.’ She had, however, brought them up to the6

roof and hidden them with the stalks of flax that she
had laid out on the roof. So the men pursued them7

on the way to the Jordan as far as the fords. As soon
as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut.

Before they went to sleep, she came up to them on8 

the roof and said to the men: ‘I know that the Lord9

has given you the land, and that dread of you has
fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land
melt in fear before you. For we have heard how the10

Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you
when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to
the two kings of the Amorites that were beyond the
Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly
destroyed. As soon as we heard it, our hearts failed,11

and there was no courage left in any of us because of
you. The Lord your God is indeed God in heaven
above and on earth below. Now then, since I have12

dealt kindly with you, swear to me by the Lord that
you in turn will deal kindly with my family. Give me
a sign of good faith that you will spare my father13

and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who
belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.’

The men said to her, ‘Our life for yours! If you do14

not tell this business of ours, then we will deal
kindly and faithfully with you when the Lord gives
us the land.’

 Then she let them down by a rope through the15

window, for her house was on the outer side of the
city wall and she resided within the wall itself. She16

said to them, ‘Go towards the hill country, so that
the pursuers may not come upon you. Hide
yourselves there for three days, until the pursuers
have returned; then afterwards you may go on your
way.’ The men said to her, ‘We will be released17

from this oath that you have made us swear to you
if we invade the land and you do not tie this18

crimson cord in the window through which you let
us down, and you do not gather into your house your
father and mother, your brothers, and all your
family. If any of you go out of the doors of your19

house into the street, they shall be responsible for
their own death, and we shall be innocent; but if a
hand is laid upon any who are with you in the house,
we shall bear the responsibility for their death. But20

if you tell this business of ours, then we shall be
released from this oath that you made us swear to
you.’ She said, ‘According to your words, so be it.’21

She sent them away and they departed. Then she tied
the crimson cord in the window.

 They departed and went into the hill country and22

stayed there for three days, until the pursuers
returned. The pursuers had searched all along the
way and found nothing. Then the two men came23

down again from the hill country. They crossed over,
came to Joshua son of Nun, and told him all that had
happened to them. They said to Joshua, ‘Truly the24

Lord has given all the land into our hands; moreover,
all the inhabitants of the land melt in fear before us.’  
  [NRSV]

Matt 1:5-6

 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the2

father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his
brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by3

Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron
the father of Aram, and Aram the father of4

Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon,
and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the5

father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of
Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and6

Jesse the father of King David.    [NRSV]



Joshua 6:12-25

 Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the12

priests took up the ark of the Lord. The seven13

priests carrying the seven trumpets of rams’ horns
before the ark of the Lord passed on, blowing the
trumpets continually. The armed men went before
them, and the rearguard came after the ark of the
Lord, while the trumpets blew continually. On the14

second day they marched around the city once and
then returned to the camp. They did this for six days.

 On the seventh day they rose early, at dawn, and15

marched around the city in the same manner seven
times. It was only on that day that they marched
around the city seven times. And at the seventh16

time, when the priests had blown the trumpets,
Joshua said to the people, ‘Shout! For the Lord has
given you the city. The city and all that is in it shall17

be devoted to the Lord for destruction. Only Rahab
the prostitute and all who are with her in her house
shall live, because she hid the messengers we sent.

As for you, keep away from the things devoted to18

destruction, so as not to covet and take any of the
devoted things and make the camp of Israel an
object for destruction, bringing trouble upon it. But19

all silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron,

are sacred to the Lord; they shall go into the treasury
of the Lord.’ So the people shouted, and the20

trumpets were blown. As soon as the people heard
the sound of the trumpets, they raised a great shout,
and the wall fell down flat; so the people charged
straight ahead into the city and captured it. Then21

they devoted to destruction by the edge of the sword
all in the city, both men and women, young and old,
oxen, sheep, and donkeys.

 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the22

land, ‘Go into the prostitute’s house, and bring the
woman out of it and all who belong to her, as you
swore to her.’ So the young men who had been23

spies went in and brought Rahab out, along with her
father, her mother, her brothers, and all who
belonged to her—they brought all her kindred
out—and set them outside the camp of Israel. They24

burned down the city, and everything in it; only the
silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and iron,
they put into the treasury of the house of the Lord.

But Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all25

who belonged to her, Joshua spared. Her family has
lived in Israel ever since. For she hid the messengers
whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.     [NRSV]

Hebrews 11:31

 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as29

if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted
to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of30

Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven

days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish31

with those who were disobedient, because she had
received the spies in peace.     [NRSV]

James 2:25-26

Thus the scripture was fulfilled that says,23

‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him
as righteousness’, and he was called the friend of
God. You see that a person is justified by works24

and not by faith alone. Likewise, was not Rahab25

the prostitute also justified by works when she
welcomed the messengers and sent them out by
another road? For just as the body without the spirit26

is dead, so faith without works is also dead.    
[NRSV]


