
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

PGIMF Changes 
Starting Time of Service

Beginning September 7th, 2014,
PGIMF Sunday Services will begin at
10:30 am. rather than 10:00 am.  
This decision was taken at the
Congregational Meeting of July 20th . 
The congregation will evaluate the
results of this trial in December.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org  

July 27th,  2014
Derek Carr   Velasquez’ ‘Holy Hermits’

Worship leader: J. Evan Kreider Music: Veronica Dyck
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Henry Neufeld

Coffee Could be you!

Last Sunday   Last Sunday, Ruth Enns spoke on Genesis
28.10ff, the first story about Jacob's life as a fugitive.  He had
just deceived his father, robbed his twin brother of his
precious birthright (wealth, status, blessing), and was now on
the run, fearing for his life.  This deceitful young man was
nevertheless repeatedly blessed by Yahweh, sometimes
through dreams, sometimes through accumulated wealth
(even when using questionable means), sometimes through
children (though his family was totally dysfunctional). God
the faithful kept offering Jacob encouragement during his
life, as was true that first night away from home.  His dream
depicted angels going up and down "Jacob's ladder" while
God spoke to his conscience.  This metaphor of communicating with the spiritual world has fascinated
artists (including Frieda Epp, whose beautiful painting of this dream was a focal point for Henry's
introduction to the morning's service).  The composer, Arnold Schoenberg, struggled to compose an
oratorio on this story, but felt it was so powerful that he needed to invent a new musical language (atonal,
with no tonal center).  Writers have focused on how Jacob was transformed by this experience, some
psychologists have drawn attention to the importance of our dreams.  Hymns (Nearer my God to Thee)
and children's songs ("We are climbing Jacob's ladder") also celebrate this singular dream.  How do we
find ourselves being connected to God, to that which is spiritual?  Do those experiences touch us briefly or
profoundly?  [JEK] 

   Listen to the sermon audio MP3 recording at www.pgimf.org using your browser's preferred media player.

PGIMF News
August 3 Heinrich Walde The Ways of God’s Heart
August 10 John Longhurst Canada Foodgrains Bank
August 17 J. Evan Kreider God of Storms; God of Silences
August 24

th
Gerald Neufeld TBA

Watermelon & Rollkuchen   You are invited to join the students of the Menno Simons Centre for a
Watermelon and Rollkuchen party Wednesday August 13

th
 at 6:00 pm at the Centre.  Please bring the best

of your grandmother’s cooking to share with others and get to know the summer students.  For more
information please call Cara or Thomas Bergen at the office at 604-224-5202. 

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://www.pgimf.org


Yummy Yard Party!  On  behalf of your social committee , Erika would like to invite you to the Yummy
Yard Party August 17

th
 in her back yard right after church.  Bring your solid goodies and a lawn chair to sit

on -  liquids will be supplied.  (Seriously, Erika?  You’re telling the wine snobs not to bring anything liquid? 
Sheesh!)    (Address in Burnaby available upon request to webmaster)

PGIMF Film Outing    Someone (you know that person, right?) is invited to organize a group to see
Lydia B. Smith’s fascinating film Walking the Camino: Six Ways to Santiago at the Vancity Theatre (1181
Seymour St.) August 1

st
 -7

th
.  The film follows various pilgrims from ages 3 to 73 as they traverse an entire

country on foot lugging only a backpack, a pair of boots, and an open mind; with the Church of St. James
at Santiago de Compostela as their destination, and their personal journey of change and healing as their
goal.  Daily showings 6:30 pm except Tuesday @ 4:45pm.   Advance tickets recommended, membership
required.  See www.viff.org/theatre for details.  (Don’t worry, it’s not expensive.)

Wider Church
Regent College    The Free Public Lectures conclude this week beginning on Monday July 28

th
 at 7:30 pm

with a screening of Makoto Fujimura’s documentary Golden Sea, an homage and lament for dying
traditions shown through precious materials, followed by a Q&A with the artist himself.  Return on
Wednesday July 30

th
  at 7:30 pm for Robert F. Cochran speaking on Can a Christian be a (Good) Lawyer? 

All events held in the chapel at Regent College where God also loves those who show up to hear people
speak His word.  Come early to get a good seat.

MCC   Penny Power is no more!  With the demise of the penny, MCC has had to come up with a new
fundraising jingle for congregations to participate in.  Well, here it is - My Coins Count.  Nevertheless the
work is still the same - MCC continues to raise funds through these campaign-for-food projects around
the world, with all funds matched 4:1 by the Canadian government .  This year’s campaign supports a
project called Food Support for Community Mobilisation in India.  This 3-year project (budget $1,598,000
or Rs 8,873 crore) targets remote locations in 10 states in India where infrastructure and agricultural
conditions are poor, access to social services are limited, and frequent droughts, floods and other
disasters, causing high rates of migration, sale of household assets and other food insecurities.  This
project will provide 9,512 families in 125 villages with rice and wheat in a food-for-work program that will
construct water catchments, fish ponds, wells and roads, kitchen gardens and plant 20,000 fruit trees. 
MCC’s partner here is the Church’s Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA), a joint effort of 24 Protestant and
Orthodox Churches dedicated to relieving the sufferings of Indians of all castes and creeds since 1947.  To
donate, call MCC-BC at 604-850-6639 or on-line at www.mccbc.com

MCBC Aboriginal Neighbours    Brander MacDonald and the MCBC Conference invites you to attend the
Aboriginal Neighbours gathering entitled Sharing our Stories,  being a celebration and exploration of
Indigenous and Mennonite artistic traditions, including Edith Krause, Harley & Sue Eagle, Yummo, Glenda
Klassen & more.  Event takes place August 21-24 in Chehalis at Sts’ailes Lhawathet Lalem Retreat
Centre, 4690 Salish Way, Agassiz, BC.  Bring your bedding and toiletries and make a weekend of it - all
food provided!  Cost $200 ($245 after July 30) or $125 ($154) if you return home each night.  All welcome! 
To register on-line, go to www.mcbc.com or by phone at MCC-BC Abbotsford Office at 604-850-6639 or
toll-free at 1-888-622-6337.  

Mennonite Brethren Historical Commission    The Historical Commission of the U.S. and Canadian MB
Churches announces three funded initiatives for 2014–2015.
• This Project Grant supports a historical and/or theological project of interest to Mennonite Brethren

around the world. This grant of $2000  is new this year: application deadline Nov. 17, 2014.
• This Summer Archival Internship gives a college or graduate student practical archival experience at

each of the four Mennonite Brethren archival institutions (Winnipeg, Hillsboro, Fresno, and
Abbotsford) in North America over five weeks in May and June 2015. Airfare and accommodations
are included along with a $2,000 stipend.

• This Research Grant (from the Katie Funk Wiebe Fund) of $2,000 supports research and publication
of the history and contribution of Mennonite Brethren women.

Criteria and application details for these funded initiatives are available at www.mbhistory.org
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