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Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by John

Friesen, Paul Thiessen will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano, and Hilda Unger is your

usher.   Later we will hear from Maureen Klassen who will continue our summer series on 2Corinthians with verses

3:12 - 4:6 focussing on Bold New Ministers and Renewal of Human Life.  For now parents are requested to make

their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the

chapel during the service  Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday   Rosie Perera titled her message from 2Cor 2:14-3:11 The Aroma of Christ and All that Jazz.  From a

triumphal procession, not as slaves but as those set free, we smell the fragrance of Christ in our lives, and become a

fragrance of life to God. This is no smell of incense to cover up the stench of burning flesh, either as an offering on

the altar or immolation in the arena.  Through Christ’s sacrifice, we are known to God and need no letter of

introduction as was common for travellers in the ancient days.  Paul makes no attempt to dismiss the Law of

Moses, but instead uses its former glory to contrast with the superior and all-forgiving glory of the fragrance of

Christ.  Rosie then focussed on two points - (1) the aroma of Christ and (2) the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

She notes it will be up to us whether those who do not know God find the aroma of Christ malodorous as with

brash “hit-&-run evangelists”.  Rosie prefers to see Christians as co-labouring to bring people to the spirit of the

Kingdom, and uses the metaphor of the spirit being like garlic or cilantro, which when crushed, releases its aromas. 

Similarly, the aroma of Christ is released when we are crushed, so in Christ, suffering is a given.  Rosie attended a

class at Carey on Jazz as a Metaphor for Spiritual Life which gave her new insight into the second point.  At the

class, spirituality was enhanced by those who were encouraged to bring their instruments ot the class and jam at the

breaks.  Rosie’s trumpet skills conformed to the letter of the law, but she found herself stretched when encouraged

to improvise as the spirit of the music moved her.  Her early inhibitions against making discordant sounds, coming

in at the wrong time, paralleled life, and she found that listening to each other helped, but ultimately one needed to

be willing to take a risk of coming in at the wrong time with the wrong note.  Just so in life, we need to be willing

to take a risk in the security Christ offers us and step beyond the rules to listen to the rhythm of the spirit, and let

‘er rip!   [AP] 

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers

August 5 J. Evan Kreider 2Cor 4:7-15  Eternal life

August 12 TBA 2Cor 4:16-5:10 New Life in Two Bodies

August 19 TBA 2Cor 3:12-4:6  Bold new ministers

August 26 Henry Neufeld 2 Cor 7:5-16  Titus’ report

Summer Coffee Service    Please note the sign-up list on the bulletin board at the back to help out with serving

coffee during the summer season.  If you have any questions, please see Hannelore, and thank you in advance for

your participation.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



Parking   You are requested to help the Menno Simons Centre be a good neighbour in the neighbourhood.  To

enable house residents to park in front of their own houses, you are requested not to park on the north side of 11th

Ave., but instead to park on the south side of 11th Ave or on Crown St. while attending services.  Thank you.

The Wider Church

MBMSI   GLOBAL RESOURCE MISSIONARIES. Samir & Lewiza Youssef are MBMS International Resource

missionaries to North America and to Arabic speaking countries. They covet your prayers for their extremely busy

schedules traveling to the Middle East as well as working with radio and TV ministries which go out to the Arabic

speaking world.

Regent Public Lectures    You are invited to attend the continuing series of free public lectures at Regent College

continuing on Monday, July 30th with Ron Rittgers speaking on Pastoral Theology and Suffering: Lessons from the

Reformation.  Then on Wednesday, August 1st you can hear Lauren Winner whose lecture is entitled Autobiography

of a Bookworm: Notes from My Reading Life.  All lectures are free and are held in the chapel at Regent college,

beginning at 8:00 pm.  Come early for a good seat.

 

Small groups discussion   

You are encouraged to get together over the summer season in small groups to discuss the results of the PGIMF

Revisioning process.  There as much food for thought, but we need to ensure we fully understand the implications

of the results Donna Dinsmore presented to us before we agree on the next steps to be taken, hopefully in

September.  If you have any concerns or questions, please feel free to call on any member of the board’s former

revisioning steering committee (Don, Erna, Jodie and Andre) for explanation or to attend your event.

Justapaz and the Mennonite Church of Columbia request assistance

Dear Sisters and Brothers;

Before dawn on Thursday, June, 14, 2007, unknown persons broke into the office of Justapaz, a program of the Mennonite

Church of Colombia. They specifically stole two key computers containing sensitive information on people and churches of

various denominations that are working for peace, and also on church people who are victims and witnesses to human rights

violations by the illegal and legal armed parties to the Colombian conflict. This type of violation fits a pattern that has been

observed in attacks on organizations that work for peace and human dignity. There is concern that the stolen information will

lead to increased risk to persons and churches whose experiences are documented. It is also significant that this attack was

carried out against the church. We request your prayer and assistance in contacting your local Member of Parliament (MP).

Mail may be sent postage-free to any MP at the following address:

House of Commons

Parliament Buildings

Ottawa, Ontario   K1A 0A6

As Justapaz and the Mennonite Church we undertake work in nonviolence, justice and peacebuilding as an expression of our

understanding of the calling to the church to follow Jesus in the Colombian context. We ask that you stand with us by sharing

this information with your congregations and with others as you deem convenient, and by praying not only for Justapaz but

for all the individuals, churches and organizations that continue in the task of announcing peace. We also encourage you in

your own commitments to be salt and light, and to live in the blessing of being peacemakers and messengers of the Gospel of

salvation and reconciliation of our Lord.

(More information on the bulletin board in the hall - Ed.)

Your sisters in Christ,

Alix Lozano, President  Mennonite Church of Colombia 

Jenny Neme, Director Christian Center for Justice, Peace and Nonviolent Action - Justapaz 
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MCC   Persistent violence and civil tensions are driving people from their homes in Iraq. As families leave home

they lose their source of income and the basic supplies needed for everyday life. Hundreds of thousands of Iraqis

have fled their homes for other areas inside Iraq in the past year.  MCC is responding by sending 4,200 relief kits,

11,000 newborn kits, 22,000 school kits, and 16,000 blankets to be distributed by local humanitarian agencies

working with more than 8,000 vulnerable families in Baghdad and surrounding communities. The first shipment of

newborn kits and blankets is en route to Iraq. However, more relief kits are needed before the next shipment can be

sent. See inside for a list of kit contents or visit our website at www.mcc.org/kits.

+Those of you who remember former PGIMF attenders Chris and Louise Friesen, who met while they were

students living at the Centre, and who used to sing in Abendmusik, will be please to hear that they are coming to

town to do a concert with 4 of their 5 children (ages approximately 6 to 12), singing songs written by Chris.   On

August 12 Grandview Calvary Baptist Church presents the Friesen Family Band from Edmonton, AB in a concert

of original faith-based folk music, featuring material from their new CD, "We are Seeking” at 8 pm at Grandview

Calvary Baptist Church, 1803 E.1st Ave, Vancouver.  Admission by donation.

 

Public Health Care    The Mennonite Church Canada website has a link on its front page to excellent articles on

the past and future of public health care in Canada and what the church at large has done and is doing about it.  You

are encouraged to inform yourself on some of these important issues by clicking on mennonitechurch.ca/ and

looking for the link on the right side, or go directly to www.ccc-cce.ca/english/justice/health.htm. 

Effective July 11th, 2007, Mennonite Central Committee Supportive Care Services changed its name to

Communitas Supportive Care Society. This decision is a pragmatic one and does not signify any change in focus

regarding the people supported, staffing accountability or leadership. It continues to be the goal of Communitas

Supportive Care Society to provide high quality service to people with disabilities and/or mental health issues.

“Communitas” is a Latin noun referring to the spirit of community. For further information, please call Steve

Thiessen, CEO, at 604-850-6608 or Ken Kehler, Chair, at 604-273-3292, or visit the website,

http://communitascare.com

2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:6

12 Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great

boldness, 13not like Moses, who put a veil over his face

to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of

the glory that was being set aside. 14But their minds

were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear

the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still

there, since only in Christ is it set aside. 15Indeed, to this

very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their

minds; 16but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is

removed. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the

Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And all of us,

with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as

though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into

the same image from one degree of glory to another; for

this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.

4 1Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are

engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2We have

renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse

to practise cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the

open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to

the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 3And

even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are

perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has

blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from

seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who

is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves;

we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your

slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, ‘Let

light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts

to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in

the face of Jesus Christ.    [NRSV]


