
Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819);

 Pastoral Care–– John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

June 3rd, 2007
Trinity Sunday

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Don
Teichroeb, Eric Hannan will lead us in song, our piano accompaniment will be catch-as-catch-can, and Erna
Friesen is your usher.   Later we will hear from Don Stoezs who will be speaking on The Imprint of God in our

hearts: our Ability to be Shepherded, based on the lectionary readings for today.  For now parents are requested to
make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the
chapel during the service  Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday   We held our annual church retreat at Camp Luther featuring workshops on creative arts, and a great
time was had by all.  There is considerable talent in our congregation, and you will find some of it displayed either
in the chapel or on the internet in the coming weeks.

Two Sundays ago   Bruce Hiebert spoke on The Politics of Christian Marriage. About 20 years ago, John Howard
Yoder challenged Christians to examine current thinking and assumptions about marriage, and to compare that
thinking with what scripture actually says. Although this exercise may not lead us to change our thinking, it is an
exercise well worth undertaking. Though Bruce most definitely did not advocate bigamy, he reminded us that Paul
specifies that only bishops are not allowed to have multiple wives. On the other hand, there were several
indications that the early church was changing its thinking on marriage, quite possibly moving towards only the
ideal of monogamy. For instance, one direct quotation Jesus made from Genesis has urged the historic church to
permit only monogamy (as did Roman law; this remains a dilemma for some new Christians in Africa). Essentially,
scripture seems to insist that one is 'married' to anyone with whom you have had sex, and that you bear this special
responsibility for the rest of your life. In other words, we are to take all our relationships seriously, for life, and not
in the more casual manner of today's society. There are a few passages in the New Testament which unambiguously
advocate that remaining single and practicing chastity are the very highest ideals imaginable (does today's church
ever preach singleness as the highest ideal, as taught by Paul?). Bruce put all of this into context nicely by
reminding us that our primary relationship is with God, our secondary relationships are with our neighbors, and that
each of us is called to a life of discipleship. Within this framework, those Christians who marry are to take their
responsibilities seriously at every turn, for their partners becomes their closest neighbors and couples are both
expected to serve God as disciples. The way in which marriages do or do not work directly affects the emotional
and spiritual health of the entire fellowship. Bruce therefore portrayed Christian husbands and wives as walking the
road of life together, encouraged by God, with Christ at their side, and ideally enjoying the support of other
believers. Bruce challenged us to build the kind of fellowships which engender honesty, even about marriages and
relationships, for both congregations and families are a microcosm of the Kingdom. [JEK]

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers

June 10 - -
June 17 - -
June 24 Ecumenical service in Trimble park
July 1 - 2Corinthians series begins

Summer Coffee Service    Please note the sign-up list on the bulletin board at the back to help out with serving
coffee during the summer season.  If you have any questions, please see Hannelore, and thank you in advance for
your participation.

LRovin Karuna has a new address.  You can find him at (available on request from webmaster). He also has a

new home phone number at (available on request from webmaster), and you can still reach him on his cell at
(available on request from webmaster).

LThis may be old news, but in case it’s not, Elvira Teichroeb’s e-mail address is (available on request from

webmaster) Don’s remains the same at (available on request from webmaster).  Our apologies for any confusion in
the last church list.

Parking   You are requested to help the Menno
Simons Centre be a good neighbour in the
neighbourhood.  To enable house residents to
park in front of their own houses, you are
requested not to park on the north side of 11th

Ave., but instead to park on the south side of 11th

Ave or on Crown St. while attending services. 
Thank you.

The Wider Church

MBMSI   TONGUES FOR THE THAI
LANGUAGE. Amber and Amanda Griffieon are
MBMS International Missionaries to South
Thailand. They ask your prayer that “God will
loose their tongues to speak this language.” Pray
also for protection for Amber as she must leave
the country often to renew her visa. Pray she will
be granted a permanent visa. 

Regent College   The series of free public
lectures continues this Thursday, June 7th  with
Rikk Watts speaking on Rethinking the

Categories of Theological Discourse:Ethics,

Vision, and an Authentically Biblical Rhetoric.
Due to construction at Regent College these
lectures will be held at at University Chapel,
5375 University Blvd., Vancouver (UBC
campus). All lectures are free and held from
8:00-9:30 pm. These lectures tend to draw large
crowds, so plan to arrive early for a good seat.

Service in the Park

The West Point Grey Ecumenical Service in the Park is
back this year after a hiatus the past two years. It had
become an annual tradition, and this will be the 14th one.
It coincides with the Fiesta Days weekend for West Point
Grey. It will be held at Trimble Park (corner of 8th &
Trimble) next to the tennis courts, from 10-11am on June
24. There will be pre-service singing starting at 9:45 for
anyone who shows up early.This will take the place of our
regular Sunday service, so all are welcome and
encouraged to attend. 

There will be a multi-congregation choir forming to sing
an anthem that morning, directed by the music director
from WPG United Church. There will probably be one
practice beforehand and another on the morning of the
service, beforehand. If anyone is interested in singing in
this choir, please let Rosie know. She has told the WPG
ministers' group that we have a lot of good singers in our
church, so we should be able to supply a few voices for
the choir. 

This service is open to the general public in the West
Point Grey area as well, so feel free to tell your neighbors
about it if you live around here. The students staying in
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Mennonite Church Canada Gathering 2007   You are invited to register your delegates for Mennonite Church
Canada's annual assembly taking place July 3-6 at Mennonite Educational Institute in Abbotsford, BC. Registration
forms for Abbotsford 2007 are now available on-line or from your church secretary.  Register by Tuesday, May 15
and receive a $15 discount on your registration fee. Information regarding lodging, meals, flight discounts and
shuttle service is available in the registration form and online.  See you in Abbotsford!

MCC   Fundraising Lunch at Garden Park Tower in Abbotsford, June 16 at 12:00 noon. The speaker is Sharlene
Wiebe from MCC Cambodia, and special music from Eben Ezer Male Choir. For ticket information contact our
office at (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622 6337. 

Mennonite Church BC Covenanting Celebration    Last weekend also featured the covenant-signing ceremony
by all churches in MCBC.  With three exceptions, all congregations found this a worthwhile cause and elected to

stay in relationship with each other.  Housekeeping details: Two items were left behind -an Old Navy, size S,
child/youth white zippered hoody and a small piggy bank. They are now in the MCBC Office. Identification of the

color of the piggy bank will prove ownership.  Also requested is feedback regarding the Celebration from our
constituents, so you are encouraged to comment on the day’s events to send them to the MCBC office at  #304 -
32025 George Ferguson Way, Abbotsford, BC, V2T 2K or by e-mail 

Jazz: Conversations of the Soul   Tuesdays, June 5 & 19, July 3 & 17: Noon – 1:00 p.m. at the Carey Centre,
UBC Campus Concerts/Lectures by donation/Bag Lunch $7.00 The fine art of jazz holds many helpful metaphors
for the contemporary spiritual life.  In this seminar Paul Beckingham and Rob Des Cotes will explore, through
lecture and performance, some of the profound insights it offers for our relationship to freedom, community and the
soul. A twice monthly event including lunch and reflections on the spiritual life shaped by the world of jazz. These
lunchtime concerts and reflections will be held in June and July,with Dr. Paul Beckingham (spiritual reflection) and
Rev. Rob Des Cotes (jazz musician) and special guest musicians.

A new issue of Dr. Glenn E Witmer’s MennoLetter from Jerusalem is on the bulletin board in the hall.  Dr
Witmer is the MC Canada Witness program worker in the holy Land and conducts tours, education and mutual
understanding seminars and sessions to locals and visitors through Palestine and Israel.
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Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31

1Does not wisdom call,
   and does not understanding raise her voice?
2On the heights, beside the way,
   at the crossroads she takes her stand;
3beside the gates in front of the town,
   at the entrance of the portals she cries out:
4‘To you, O people, I call,
   and my cry is to all that live.

22The Lord created me at the beginning of his work,
   the first of his acts of long ago.
23Ages ago I was set up,
   at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
24When there were no depths I was brought forth,
   when there were no springs abounding with
water.

25Before the mountains had been shaped,
   before the hills, I was brought forth—
26when he had not yet made earth and fields,
   or the world’s first bits of soil.
27When he established the heavens, I was there,
   when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
28when he made firm the skies above,
   when he established the fountains of the deep,
29when he assigned to the sea its limit,
   so that the waters might not transgress his
command,
   when he marked out the foundations of the earth,
30then I was beside him, like a master worker;
   and I was daily his delight,
   rejoicing before him always,
31rejoicing in his inhabited world
   and delighting in the human race.    [NRSV]

Romans 5:1-5

1Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
2through whom we have obtained access to this
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope
of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but
we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that

suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope,
5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to us.     [NRSV]

John 16:12-15

12 ‘I still have many things to say to you, but you
cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he
will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever
he hears, and he will declare to you the things that

are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will
take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that
the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he
will take what is mine and declare it to you.   
[NRSV]


