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Ascension Sunday

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Rosie Perera; we will be
led in song by Veronica Dyck, accompanied at the piano by Ruth Enns, and Edward Epp is your usher.    Later,
we will hear from Mariam Kamell who will be speaking on James 1:12-18.   Please join us for coffee and
fellowship in the lounge after the service.  Parents with small children, please note child-minding is available
on the second and last Sundays of each month.  Please contact any church board member for more
information.

Last Sunday  Two weeks ago Morgan Tipton spoke about
Stephen, the first Christian martyr. She noted that there are days
when we do everything right (Stephen preached the gospel) and
yet feel victimized.  This feeling is likely based on thinking that
we are the centre of the universe. “When things go well, I can see
God in my neighbour,” she said. Things went well for Stephen
when he preached the first Christian apologetic sermon and was
stoned to death by the zealous Pharisees.  Morgan acknowledged
the Pharisees good intentions – to bring in God’s reign by intense
study of the Torah. Saul, an observer at the stoning, subsequently
developed a new relationship with God through his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus. He then
stepped aside from his Pharisaical ministry for 13 years and came back as the Paul we know in the New
Testament. The story of Stephen reminds us that our faith will also be tested, perhaps not in such an extreme
way, but when we challenge authorities, face hostile people, or how we treat people who anger us. (HN)

PGIMF Church Board Potluck    As everyone is a major contributor to church life, everyone is invited to the
PGIMF Church Board turnover potluck coming up on Friday June 17  at 6:00 pm (dinner served at 7:00pm). th

Please bring your favourite dish to the Teichroebs’ home overlooking Lost Lagoon and Stanley Park, and enjoy
the fellowship of our group.  Non-alcoholic drinks served, but good wine at gatherings of the faithful is both 
biblical and always welcome.

PGIMF News
June 12 Mariam Kamell James 1:19-27
June 19 Worship in the Park -
June 26 John Neufeld He is out of his mind - why listen to Him?
July 3 Laura Eriksson Women of the Bible I - Naomi

Refugee support    The family from Al Hol refugee camp should arrive very soon.  Please pray for the family
as the unrest in Syria continues.  An apartment has been found in Burnaby, and furniture and household items
have already been donated.  If you would still like to help, please contact Chris Skinner. Help with settling in,
driving to appointments and such is gratefully received.

The Wider Church
MB Mission Pray for Mark & Amy, MB Mission workers in a restricted access country, that their friends who
came to the Easter service would grow in their understanding of the message of Easter. As they continue to
host different families from their neighbourhood, pray that they would have wisdom in sharing the good news.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Summer Coffee Service
Everyone is grateful for the coffee and
goodies that have been provided so far
this summer season.  Please continue to
sign up on the list on the bulletin board
at the back to help out.  Please see
Hannelore if you have any questions.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


Mennonite Men     If you are male 13-years and older from a Mennonite church in the Metro area, you are
invited on June 11  to a complementary breakfast and an introductory meeting of Mennonite Men at Peaceth

Mennonite Church , 11571 Daniels Rd in Richmond from 8:30am - 10:30am.  Peace welcomes Gareth Brandt,
Instructor at CBC as keynote speaker for the morning. Gareth is the author of Under Construction: Reframing
Men's Spirituality and will be sharing some of his thoughts from that book. Pray for that God may bless this
gathering, and that there may be a vision for men's ministry in MCBC.  Please RSVP Samson Lo at the MC-BC
conference office if you can come.

Regent College continues its summer free lectures series with Sarah Williams speaking on Sexuality in the
Modern Paradigm.  Wednesday, June 8 at 8:00pm in the Chapel at Regent College.  The hall fills quickly even
when hockey games are on, so come early for a good seat....    ;>)

Mennonite Disaster Service    First United Mennonite Church in Vancouver is finalizing plans to send an
intergenerational work team to help with the MDS flood recovery project in Kingcome Inlet, BC in July. 
Please pray for those that are considering joining the team, for the MDS folks already at work on the project,
and for the First Nations people in Kingcome Inlet that are slowly rebuilding their community. Please note -
there will be information coming out shortly about the Slave Lake Fire.   You can contribute your hands or
funds to Unit 6A-1325 Markham Rd, Winnipeg, MB R3T 4J6 or by phone at 1-866-261-1274 or online at
www.mds.mennonite.net/donate 

Regent College   The Regent College Admissions Office is looking for willing hosts to provide free housing
and local telephone use for up to one week (between August 1 and September 15) for incoming students while
they search for permanent housing. Meals are not expected (but welcome nonetheless!). This is also a great
solution for those of you who are going out of town and are in need of a house/pet-sitter. Those interested,
please contact Amy by July 8 at 604-221-3355.  Thank you!

The upcoming Mennonite Church Canada Assembly in Waterloo is fast approaching. See
www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/waterloo2011/  or call 1-866-888-6785 for registration information. 
Delegates and congregations may wish to review and discern resolutions to bring to the floor of the delegate
body. There are instructions and a form to complete.  There is also a resolution for proposed bylaw changes
that are seeking:

o   A change from annual to biennial Mennonite Church Canada assemblies
o   A change in the numbers for quorum at Mennonite Church Canada delegate assemblies

Pacific Theatre    presents The Great Divorce, adapted by George Drance from C.S. Lewis’ novel.  Director
Kyle Rideout sets the scene as Hell in a dreary industrial city in the north of England, its denizens free to
leave whenever they like — aboard a bus bound for a heaven that’s like nothing you’ve ever imagined. A
theologically dazzling journey studded with memorable characters, mind-spinning dialogue and images of
human folly and sublime hope that will forever change the way you see eternity.  Showtimes   Runs until
June 18 , Wed-Sat nights at 8pm, Saturday matinees 2pm.  Tickets $11.50 - 29.50 at the box office at 604-th

731-5518. 

A Message from Rob Thiessen Conference Moderator BCMB
 
Your Executive Committee is full of hope and anticipation for how God is working in our province and

nation. The search for a new Executive Director is underway and we covet your prayer for wisdom and

discernment as we go. We are also excited for the renewed vision of the Canadian MB Conference to reach

our nation with the gospel of Christ. Collaboration is a high priority and we believe our best contribution will

be to keep the momentum of our BC churches and ministries strong, while we explore a new national strategy.

 

We are putting a priority on prayer in all of our meetings and inviting every church leadership team to do the

same. May God add some Holy Spirit intensity and faith to our prayers both privately and corporately. He is

building His church and though hell opposes us, He must prevail. 

http://www.mds.mennonite.net/donate
mailto:housing@regent-college.edu.
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/waterloo2011/


 James 2:1-13 

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of1

favouritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine2

clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor
person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you3

take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and
say, ‘Have a seat here, please’, while to the one who
is poor you say, ‘Stand there’, or, ‘Sit at my feet’,
have you not made distinctions among yourselves,4

and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my5

beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the
poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of
the kingdom that he has promised to those who love
him? But you have dishonoured the poor. Is it not6

the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag
you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the7

excellent name that was invoked over you?

 You do well if you really fulfil the royal law8

according to the scripture, ‘You shall love your
neighbour as yourself.’ But if you show partiality,9

you commit sin and are convicted by the law as
transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law10

but fails in one point has become accountable for all
of it. For the one who said, ‘You shall not commit11

adultery’, also said, ‘You shall not murder.’ Now if
you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you
have become a transgressor of the law. So speak12

and so act as those who are to be judged by the law
of liberty. For judgement will be without mercy to13

anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs
over judgement.    [NRSV]

James 4:7-12 

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do1

they come from? Do they not come from your
cravings that are at war within you? You want2

something and do not have it; so you commit
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain
it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do
not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do3

not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to
spend what you get on your pleasures. Adulterers!4

Do you not know that friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a
friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. Or5

do you suppose that it is for nothing that the

scripture says, ‘God yearns jealously for the spirit
that he has made to dwell in us’? But he gives all6

the more grace; therefore it says,
   ‘God opposes the proud,
      but gives grace to the humble.’
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the7

devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God,8

and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands,
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you
double-minded. Lament and mourn and weep. Let9

your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy
into dejection. Humble yourselves before the Lord,10

and he will exalt you.    [NRSV]

James 5:13-20

 Are any among you suffering? They should pray.13

Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise.
Are any among you sick? They should call for the14

elders of the church and have them pray over them,
anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.

The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord15

will raise them up; and anyone who has committed
sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins16

to one another, and pray for one another, so that you
may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is
powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being17

like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not
rain, and for three years and six months it did not
rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the18

heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.

 My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you19

wanders from the truth and is brought back by
another, you should know that whoever brings20

back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.   
[NRSV] 



James 1:5 - 8; 12-18

 My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of2

any kind, consider it nothing but joy, because you3

know that the testing of your faith produces
endurance; and let endurance have its full effect, so4

that you may be mature and complete, lacking in
nothing.

 If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who5

gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will
be given you. But ask in faith, never doubting, for6

the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven
and tossed by the wind; , for the doubter, being7 8

double-minded and unstable in every way, must not
expect to receive anything from the Lord.

 Let the believer who is lowly boast in being raised9

up, and the rich in being brought low, because the10

rich will disappear like a flower in the field. For the11

sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the
field; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. It is the
same with the rich; in the midst of a busy life, they
will wither away.

 Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a12

one has stood the test and will receive the crown of

life that the Lord has promised to those who love
him. No one, when tempted, should say, ‘I am13

being tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted
by evil and he himself tempts no one. But one is14

tempted by one’s own desire, being lured and
enticed by it; then, when that desire has conceived,15

it gives birth to sin, and that sin, when it is fully
grown, gives birth to death. Do not be deceived,16

my beloved.

 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect17

gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow
due to change. In fulfilment of his own purpose he18

gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would
become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

 You must understand this, my beloved: let19

everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to
anger; for your anger does not produce God’s20

righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all21

sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and
welcome with meekness the implanted word that has
the power to save your souls.   [NRSV]

Psalm 93

The Majesty of God’s Rule
 The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty;1

   the Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.
     He has established the world; it shall never be

 moved;
   your throne is established from of old;2

   you are from everlasting.

 The floods have lifted up, O Lord,3

   the floods have lifted up their voice;

   the floods lift up their roaring.
 More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters,4

   more majestic than the waves of the sea,
   majestic on high is the Lord!

 Your decrees are very sure;5

   holiness befits your house,
   O Lord, for evermore.    [NRSV]

Ephesians 1:17-19a

 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and15

your love towards all the saints, and for this reason
I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember16

you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord17

Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a
spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know
him, so that, with the eyes of your heart18

enlightened, you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his
glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is19

the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who

believe, according to the working of his great power.
God put this power to work in Christ when he20

raised him from the dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and21

authority and power and dominion, and above every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in
the age to come. And he has put all things under22

his feet and has made him the head over all things
for the church, which is his body, the fullness of23

him who fills all in all.     [NRSV]


