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Refugee sponsorship meeting   Today after the service, PGIMF will host a discussion with Stephanie Jones
of MCC’s refugee sponsorship program, moderated by Paul Thiessen.  Everyone is welcome to come and
have our questions answered about having the church sponsor a refugee.  There is an ongoing need for
church sponsors, and it is important to have the whole church’s commitment when an undertaking like this is
proposed.  As some have expressed the desire to commit to refugee sponsorship, please attend this meeting
after the coffee hour.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

June 6, 2004

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Janice
Kreider; Ann Marie Neudorf will be leading us in song and Cynthia Friesen will be accompanying on the piano.
Later we will hear from Wayne Northey whose talk will be on ‘Restorative Justice’. Elvira Teichroeb will be in
charge of Sunday School, and Carrie Wiebe and Katy Garden will be with the toddlers.  Please stay with us after
the service for coffee and fellowship, and following coffee, an important discussion around the issue of church
sponsorship of refugees (see box below). 

Last Sunday: Many members of the church attended the retreat at Camp Luther last weekend. The Sunday
service was held there. The speaker was Elsie Rempel. The title of the sermon was “Is God in Charge of the
Garden?” She made references to many biblical gardening images and gardening based parables in her sermon.
One of these parables, “the sower and the seed” from Mathew’s gospel, was the basis of many of her speeches
during the retreat. She spoke eloquently of how Jesus used gardening images to share important secrets of the
kingdom of Heaven with his, not too bright, disciples. [RK]

Two Sundays ago:   On the 23rd of May, Henry Neufeld spoke on the Lectionary texts for Ascension Sunday.
Although Ascension (Thursday) used to be a church feast day for German and Russian Mennonites, the day has
since slipped into oblivion for most North American evangelicals. Although we generally ignore it, might we still
learn from it? One of the very brief stories of Christ's ascension tells of Jesus appearing to his disciples for the
final time--they are still asking the same old question, when will the Kingdom begin--now? Rather than
answering directly, he disappears. If we review the days after the crucifixion, we recall that Jesus was in the tomb
about three days, possibly to allow time for the followers to be convinced that he truly was deceased. After the
resurrection, he occasionally appeared to them over a period of about 40 days, possibly to provide adequate time
for the followers to become convinced of his new and strange existence before he finally disappeared for good.
Finally, he let them stew over the ascension for about ten days before flooding their lives with the coming of the
Holy Spirit. Returning to the ascension, do we too stand staring at the sky, wondering about God, or should we
instead expect not to understand everything? Did the disciples appreciate that Christ's leaving was for their own
good, so that they no longer depended on him for everything? Christ said he will return, but how? Literally?
Through a sister or brother? Henry concluded by reminding us that the Kingdom will indeed be in our midst if we
let love be present among us. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
A reminder that the service on June 20th will be at Trimble Park for the annual ecumenical “Service in the Park”
with the other Point Grey Churches.  There will be no service at PGIMF on that day.

Upcoming speakers
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Gathering 2004  
The Canadian Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches is holding its annual sessions this year in
Toronto from July 7-10.  Registration deadline for the conference is June 8th.   Please see the notice board in
the hallway for details on programs and events, or go online to http://www.mbconf.ca/index.en.html for more
details.  Significant changes are planned in the areas of Women in Leadership, Baptism and Membership,
and conference governance, so it will be important to attend.  Please see Don if you can go.

June 13 Don Teichroeb
June 20 Service in the Park Ecumenical service
June 27 Margaret Carey
July 4 Canada and USA - destiny in God's

hands

�   Just wanted to remind you that there are no food groups assigned for the months of May, June, July and
August 2004.  If you wish to bring goodies and make coffee for any of the weekends, there will be a sign up sheet
posted at the bulletin board near the mail boxes.  Have a great spring and summer!  - HEATHER SCHNEIDEREIT

Sundaes on Sunday!   Please join the social committee in welcoming summer weather to our fellowship with an
ice-cream party on Sunday June 13th at 6:30 pm.  Bring your own home-made ice cream or toppings or cookies to
share as we gather in the Lodge at the Klippensteins.  Coffee and tea will be provided, and maps will be made
available at church on the 13th.  

The Wider Church
MBMSI   NEW WORKERS TO NE AFRICA.  Sean and Erika Minor, newly appointed MBMS International
missionaries to NE Africa, are planning to leave for their field of service in early September. They need our
prayers as they are connecting with churches, raising support, and preparing to leave NA. Pray for grace, open-
hearted constituents, and God’s never-ending mercy for all that lies in their future. 

Luke 15 house  A Walk/Run-a-Thon in support of Luke 15 house (a Christian based transition house for men,
where Janet Hildebrand works) will be held on Saturday, June 12 at Central Park, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Registration forms on Bulletin Board. 

We've moved!    Effective June 1, 2004 the new address of the BC MB Conference will be as follows: BC
Conference of MB Churches, 101-32310 South Fraser Way, Abbotsford, BC, V2T 1X1.

Thomas Merton in France June 24 - July 4, 2004: Co-sponsored by the Thomas Merton Society of Canada and
Simon Fraser University.  Don't miss this popular ten-day pilgrimage program to the south of France in Prades,
Thomas Merton's birthplace near the Pyrenees. The program includes lectures, discussions and conviviality with
new and longtime lovers of Merton and his writings. For a brochure or more information, contact Donald
Grayston at 604-291-5516 or by e-mail at   or visit www.sfu.ca/international. 
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Peacemaking in Paris  Please see the poster on the bulletin board in the hall for information on a
multifaith bilingual conference featuring world spiritual leaders assembled by George and Victoria
Hobson (Rosie’s aunt and uncle).  This important conference, featuring Prince Hassan of Jordan,
Rabbi David Rosen of the AJC, Miroslav Wolf, Patriarch Aram I of Cilicia, and others, will occur
over three days - June 11-13 at the American Cathedral in Paris, and donations are requested so that
admission can be made free to all who attend.  E-mail Rosie if you can help, or see

MCBC Nominations:   It takes more than 64 elected and appointed volunteers to serve on various conference
committees. We have 55. Please help us find nominees for the remaining 9 positions: Nominations (3), ECDC
(2), Camp Committee (1), Columbia Bible College (1), Finance Committee (1), Program Committee (1). 
Delegates may nominate MCBC members on the floor at the Annual Delegate Sessions provided that you have
spoken with the nominee, that she/he understands the requirements of the position, has agreed to let her/his name
stand, and that there is a person present at the session who will second that nomination.You may obtain a
description of requirements for each position by phoning Peter Sawatzky at 604-850-8040 or by e-mail:

. Your help will be greatly appreciated.  Peter Sawatzky, Chair of Nominating Committee

MC Canada Annual Sessions   The annual sessions are being held this year on July 7-11 in Winkler, MB. 
Report books have been distributed to those who are listed as registered, and those who wish to look at copies
may contact Andre or look on-line at www.mennonitechurch.ca/files/events/winkler/ReportBook04.pdf . 
Resolutions are still being accepted even after the May 31st deadline, and may also be viewed on-line.  For any
who are still planning to go but have not registered, please see Don.

Jazz In The Chapel!   In honour of fathers, Marineview Chapel features “Songs from the Swing Era” at the
Chapel (4000 West 41st. Ave. near Crown) on Father's Day, Sunday June 20th, from 2 - 4 pm.  Bring your family,
friends and neighbours and hear a five-piece Swing Band plus 2-3 singers as well as a Special Hawaiian Group. 
Free admission, coffee and dessert.

MCC-BC   MCC BC is in need of a half-time receptionist in our Abbotsford office. The receptionist plays an
important role in informing the public about MCC and directing the incoming callers and visitors to the
appropriate persons. For a complete job description please contact our office at (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622
6337 or visit our website at www.mcc.org/bc/jobopenings.html.  Deadline for resumes is June 14, 2004.

Gallery 7 Theatre Company recently presented Driving Miss Daisy as part of Theatre BC's Fraser Valley Zone
Festival. Our production was well received and garnered five awards.  Gallery 7 will now be representing the
Fraser Valley at the upcoming Theatre BC Mainstage Festival, to be held in Kamloops, B.C. July 1 - 10, 2004.
Up to ten community theatre clubs will be showcasing their work at this festival, which is considered to be a
friendly, yet adjudicated competition.  Driving Miss Daisy has been scheduled for July 3, 2004 at 8:00 PM at the
Sagebrush Theatre so if you are in the area, feel free to stop by and cheer us on!

Election News!    For those who are searching for information to help them to vote in this upcoming federal
election, MCC Canada has put out an election primer of questions to be answered by all candidates, and the
BCMB Conference has put out an addition.  See the bulletin board in the hall for both, or e-mail Andre for a
copy.
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Isaiah 42:1-7

The Servant of the Lord 

1 "Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
my chosen one in whom I delight; 
I will put my Spirit on him 
and he will bring justice to the nations. 
2 He will not shout or cry out, 
or raise his voice in the streets. 
3 A bruised reed he will not break, 
and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
4 he will not falter or be discouraged 
till he establishes justice on earth. 
In his law the islands will put their hope." 

5 This is what God the LORD says- 
he who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, 
who gives breath to its people, 
and life to those who walk on it: 
6 "I, the LORD , have called you in righteousness; 
I will take hold of your hand. 
I will keep you and will make you 
to be a covenant for the people 
and a light for the Gentiles, 
7 to open eyes that are blind, 
to free captives from prison 
and to release from the dungeon those who sit in
darkness. 

Matthew 25:31-40

Sheep and the Goats 

31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly
glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate the people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33He will
put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
34"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come,
you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me

something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited
me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was
sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you
came to visit me.' 
37"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you something to drink? 38When did we see you a
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and
clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison
and go to visit you?' 
40"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine,
you did for me.' 

Romans 5:1-1

Peace and Joy 

1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith
into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice
in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we[3]

also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that
suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance,
character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not
disappoint us, because God has poured out his love
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given
us. 
6You see, at just the right time, when we were still

powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely
will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good
man someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how
much more shall we be saved from God's wrath
through him! 10For if, when we were God's enemies,
we were reconciled to him through the death of his
Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we
be saved through his life! 11Not only is this so, but we
also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation. 


