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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today, our service of worship and prayer will be led by
Andre Pekovich, Erna Friesen will lead us in song, Ruth Enns is on the piano, and Erika Hannan is your usher. 
Later we will hear from Dr. Veronica Dyck whose sermon is entitled “Bearing Witness & the Hope of Creation"
based on Romans 8: 12 - 25.  Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday   Last Sunday Charles Paris opened his Pentecost message by thanking us for singing “Come, O
Creator Spirit Come” (#27); a hymn he recalled from his time as a youth in the Benedictine monastery many
years ago. An ancient hymn, it reminds of of the importance of continuity in Christianity. Charles described

Elijah’s experience of a wind that tore up mountains, an earthquake and a fire; pointing out that God was not in

any of these elements. God came in a gentle breeze: God is found in symbols, poetry and sound of a gentle
breeze. The early church was promised an advocate; a comforter who will teach you everything. Pentecost is
feast inseparable from Easter; it offers us the fruits of Easter. The Catholic confirmation prayer is for the Spirit to
be our helper and guide - a spirit of reverence, knowledge, wonder and awe – a Spirit we should continue to pray
for.   (HN)  Despite the worship leader’s noblest efforts, Charles, who thrives on interaction, could not be kept in

his seat during the response time. - ed 

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
June 14 Don Teichroeb -
June 21 John Neufeld Three Inviting Images of Church
June 28 Andre Pekovich 1 / 2 Timothy Summer Series - Introduction
July 5 Henry Neufeld- Timothy series - Stop the False Teachers

Summer coffee signup.  Thank you to all the food groups who made this year’s coffee and fellowship following
the services such a success.  Please help us carry it on informally through the summer, and see the coffee signup
list at the back of the church.

The Wider Church

MBMSI   Wendy Eros is a MBMS International worker teaching ESL in Japan. Pray for the future of the
ESL program in Japan as well as for all of the students that she is ministering to through her classes. Pray too for
a vehicle for Wendy to use while she is in Canada for one year, beginning in August 2009.

MCC    The MCC Festival Auction and Relief Sale is looking for donations for the live and silent auctions, as
well as the Plant and Garage Sale booths. If you have appropriate items for any of these areas that you'd like to
contribute please hold them until August when we can receive them at the MCC Warehouse or until the week
before the sale and bring them directly to Tradex. For more info contact Dora Hoeppner at 604 807 8734. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and
prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



 

Regent College Lectures   You are invited to come hear Maxine Hancock speaking on After You Have Done

Everything, to Stand: Recasting Ageing Within the Pilgrimage of Faith, based on her new work.  Free lecture in
the chapel at Regent college Wednesday, June 10, beginning at 8:00pm.  Please come early for a good seat.

The Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents Blessed Assurance: A Summer Evening of Gospel Music with
Evan Kreider along with the Heritage Singers & A Few Good Men. The event will take place at 6:30 pm on
Sunday, June 14, 2009 at the King Road MB Church (32068 King Road) Abbotsford. Tickets $10.00 and are
available at the MHSBC office, 211 - 2825 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford. Come and be blessed!

Regent College invites you to participate in a one or two week course during our Summer Programs with top-
notch professors and over thirty classes to choose from. If you are looking for spiritual enrichment and
intellectually stimulating conversation, this will be an excellent place to start! Check
www.regentcollege.com/summer   If you have taken a class at Regent College before May 2009, don’t miss our
‘bring a friend” benefit. If you invite a friend who has never taken an on campus class at Regent, you will both
receive one third off your tuition, either credit or non-credit, on the same class.

Pacific Theatre presents You Still Can’t by Ron Reed until June 13.  Sixty years ago, Tony Kirby was grafted by
marriage onto the wildly eccentric Sycamore-Vanderhof family tree. Now he presides over that same charming
New York brownstone as the children and grandchildren of those original characters gather from all around the
world for the funeral of.... Well, everybody loved him, but nobody ever thought to ask his name. Based on the
Kaufman & Hart classic You Can’t Take It With You.  With Glen Pinchin, Katherine Gauthier and Alexandra
Voicu. Showtimes  Wednesdays-Saturdays 8pm, Saturday matinees 2pm  Tickets $17 - 34. Call the box office at
604-731-5518 or email (redacted).

Romans 8:12-25

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not
to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13for if
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if
by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did
not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received a spirit of adoption. When
we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children
of God,

17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him
so that we may also be glorified with him. 18I
consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the glory about to be

revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the children of God;
20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of
its own will but by the will of the one who
subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will
be set free from its bondage to decay and will
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of
God. 22We know that the whole creation has been
groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait
for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For
in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is
not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience.      [NRSV]



Isaiah 6:1-8

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord
sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of
his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in
attendance above him; each had six wings: with
two they covered their faces, and with two they
covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And
one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is
the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his
glory.” 4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the
voices of those who called, and the house filled
with smoke.

5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man
of unclean lips, and I live among a people of
unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the
Lord of hosts!” 6Then one of the seraphs flew to
me, holding a live coal that had been taken from
the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched
my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has
touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your
sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go
for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”    
[NRSV]

Dear Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship

My wife Julie and I are former pastors at Hamilton (Ontario) Mennonite Church a few years ago, and have been teachers
in China five years with MC Canada Witness.
 
I write to ask whether someone in your fellowship would be willing to host a female Chinese doctor/university teacher,
age early 30s, for a week in late June-early July.  Shelly Xu was a student of mine here at Chongqing Medical University. 
She is a gynecologist, teaches in the university's Public Health school, and speaks reasonably good English.
 
She is one of 15 Chinese scholars who have been awarded a five-week study grant by the Canadian government to spend
time in several cities, making contacts with professional peers in their areas of specialty.  The group leaves China on June
1.
 
Shelly will come to Vancouver June 27-July 4, and has appointments to visit some health centers and UBC to discusses
issues in reproductive health, her specialty.  (Earlier stops will have included Toronto and Ottawa.)  She has been given a
travel allowance, but must make her own accommodation arrangements in the cities she will visit.  Not being familiar with
Vancouver--this is her first trip outside of China--she would be interested in staying with someone during her time in the
city if that would be possible.
 
She basically only needs a bed for the night, though if her host would be interested in spending some time visiting, giving
some tips about how to use public transit and things to see, and putting a human face to more of Canada, that would be
great.  She has become a good friend of ours, and is a very sociable person.  Her days she would spend on her own doing
her professional things.  She would be willing to pay for this accommodation. 
 
If you think of someone in your congregation who'd enjoy offering this "Mennonite Your Way" kind of service, Shelly

would be very grateful.  Please give them Shelly's email   (redacted)  
 
Sincerely,
 
Philip (& Julie) Bender
Mennonite Church Canada Witness
Chongqing Medical University
Chongqing, China


