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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today, our service of worship and prayer will be led by
Rosie Perera, Andre Pekovich will lead us in song, Rosemary Bell will acompany on the piano, and Ike Sawatsky
is your usher.  Later we will hear from Don Teichroeb whose message is one of ‘modest beginnings’ and will be
based on Mark 4:26-34.  Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday   Veronica Dyck noted that Paul, in writing to the Romans, was strongly influenced by the Exodus
story of slavery and eventual freedom. The God of the Israelites heard their cry for help and responded. Paul
transforms this story to the story of the early church; warning about idolatry, emphasizing that sinners are
justified by faith (not works), and noting that amid suffering and sin those adopted by Christ can be assured of
being God’s children. The adoption metaphor reflects the tension of living in the “now” and “not yet.”  This is
demonstrated in our concern for the environment; God can redeem creation, creation will benefit from
deliverance, and we can look forward to the day when all is redeemed. Change occurs when we open ourselves to
the radical effects of love; love offers belonging and forgiveness. (HN)

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
June 21 John Neufeld Three Inviting Images of Church
June 28 Andre Pekovich 1 / 2 Timothy Summer Series - Introduction
July 5 Henry Neufeld Timothy series - Stop the False Teachers
July 12 J. Evan Kreider Timothy Series - Proper conduct at worship

Summer coffee signup.  Thank you to all the food groups who made this year’s coffee and fellowship following
the services such a success.  Please help us carry it on informally through the summer, and see the coffee signup
list at the back of the church.

The Wider Church

MBMSI    Pray today for Baudouin & Marie-Brigette Nsulunka, who are missionaries pastoring at the Durban
MB Church in South Africa. Please pray for spiritual revival for their church which reaches out to refugees from
neighboring war-torn countries.

MCC   June 20th, noon: MCC Fundraising Luncheon at Garden Park Tower with Dr. Ed and Marlyce Friesen
sharing stories from Ukraine and music by a Japanese family piano and string quartet. Tickets $6.50 available
from the MCC office, the MCC Plaza Thrift Shop and several churches. For details visit mcc.org/bc or call 604
850 6639 or toll free 1 888 622 6337.

Regent College Lectures    Come hear Darrell Johnson speakingon one of his favourite topics, The Glory of
Preaching: Participating in God's Transformation of the World Wednesday,  June 17, 8:00pm in the chapel at
Regent College.  Come early to get a good seat.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and
prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



The Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents Blessed Assurance: A Summer Evening of Gospel Music with
Evan Kreider along with the Heritage Singers & A Few Good Men. The event will take place at 6:30 pm on
Sunday, June 14, 2009 at the King Road MB Church (32068 King Road) Abbotsford. Tickets $10.00 and are
available at the MHSBC office, 211 - 2825 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford. Come and be blessed!
  

BCMB Convention minutes    Dear MB Churches & Pastor:  We wanted to let you know that the 2009
Convention minutes are now posted on our website for you to download. Also, we are pleased that there is also
an audio version (mp3) of both days of the convention available as well. For either of these items go to our

website at www.bcmb.org. Go to the events page under the navigation section (far right) and click on convention. 
Thank you to South Abbotsford Church for recording the audio portion of the convention.

MCBC Finance Committee has a priority need for a person (that is a member of an MCBC Church) to fill the
position of Treasurer. The Nominations Committee has, to the best of their ability, searched for such a person and
was unsuccessful. We, therefore, appeal to all MCBC Churches and Members for your assistance in providing
names of persons who could fill this position. Please take time to help us! Thank you. To provide a potential
name, or for a Treasurer Job Description, please contact any of the Nominations Committee members: (see
webmaster for details)

1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to
his house in Gibeah of Saul. 35Samuel did not see Saul
again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved
over Saul. And the Lord was sorry that he had made
Saul king over Israel.

16  The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you

grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will
send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided
for myself a king among his sons.’ 2Samuel said, ‘How
can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the
Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have
come to sacrifice to the Lord.” 3Invite Jesse to the
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and
you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.’
4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ 5He
said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’
And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them
to the sacrifice.

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought,
‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.’
7But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I
have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals
see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord
looks on the heart.’ 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and
made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has
the Lord chosen this one.’ 9Then Jesse made Shammah
pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this
one.’ 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not
chosen any of these.’ 11Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all
your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel
said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit
down until he comes here.’ 12He sent and brought him
in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was
handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for
this is the one.’ 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil,
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from
that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to
Ramah.    [NRSV]



2 Corinthians 5:6-10; 14-17

6 So we are always confident; even though we know
that while we are at home in the body we are away
from the Lord— 7for we walk by faith, not by sight.
8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be
away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim
to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the
judgement seat of Christ, so that each may receive
recompense for what has been done in the body,
whether good or evil.

The Ministry of Reconciliation
11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to
persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to
God, and I hope that we are also well known to your
consciences. 12We are not commending ourselves to
you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast
about us, so that you may be able to answer those who
boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For
if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in
our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ

urges us on, because we are convinced that one has
died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for
all, so that those who live might live no longer for
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for
them.

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a
human point of view; even though we once knew
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no
longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is
a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! 18All this is from God,
who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting
the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his
appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God.    [NRSV]

Mark 4:26 - 34

26 He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone
would scatter seed on the ground, 27and would sleep
and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of
itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain
in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’

The Parable of the Mustard Seed
30 He also said, ‘With what can we compare the
kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it?

31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet
when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest
of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’

The Use of Parables
33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them,
as they were able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them
except in parables, but he explained everything in
private to his disciples.     [NRSV]



Dear Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship

My wife Julie and I are former pastors at Hamilton (Ontario) Mennonite Church a few years ago, and have been teachers
in China five years with MC Canada Witness.
 
I write to ask whether someone in your fellowship would be willing to host a female Chinese doctor/university teacher,
age early 30s, for a week in late June-early July.  Shelly Xu was a student of mine here at Chongqing Medical University. 
She is a gynecologist, teaches in the university's Public Health school, and speaks reasonably good English.
 
She is one of 15 Chinese scholars who have been awarded a five-week study grant by the Canadian government to spend
time in several cities, making contacts with professional peers in their areas of specialty.  The group leaves China on June
1.
 
Shelly will come to Vancouver June 27-July 4, and has appointments to visit some health centers and UBC to discusses
issues in reproductive health, her specialty.  (Earlier stops will have included Toronto and Ottawa.)  She has been given a
travel allowance, but must make her own accommodation arrangements in the cities she will visit.  Not being familiar with
Vancouver--this is her first trip outside of China--she would be interested in staying with someone during her time in the
city if that would be possible.
 
She basically only needs a bed for the night, though if her host would be interested in spending some time visiting, giving
some tips about how to use public transit and things to see, and putting a human face to more of Canada, that would be
great.  She has become a good friend of ours, and is a very sociable person.  Her days she would spend on her own doing
her professional things.  She would be willing to pay for this accommodation. 
 
If you think of someone in your congregation who'd enjoy offering this "Mennonite Your Way" kind of service, Shelly
would be very grateful.  Please give them Shelly's email:  cqxuxy@yahoo.com.cn  
 
Sincerely,
 
Philip (& Julie) Bender
Mennonite Church Canada Witness
Chongqing Medical University
Chongqing, China


